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The characteristic features of the 
physical geography of Bengal 
are its rivers. Constant shifting 
of river beds continually trans- 
figured the details of the face of 
Bengal in historic times. In the 
absence of other natural barriers, 
rivers separated the geographical 
divisions of ancient Bengal. With 
the fluctuation of river beds the 
extent of the territorial divisions 
underwent great changes. On 
these rivers again flourished 
centres of trade and commerce 
which largely regulated the 
political destiny and maritime 
trade of this region. The present 
work is a study in all these and 
allied aspects relating to the 
historical geography of ancient 
and early mediaeval Bengal. 
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FOREWORD 


History cannot be meaningful without a knowledge of 
geography. Annals of a country of a given period cannot be 
correctly evaluated without having an idea of its geopolitical 
conditions during the relevant age. "А knowledge of space, 
no less that of time", is particularly necessary for following the 
course of history in an arealike that comprising West Bengal 
and Bangladesh, where hydrographic changes have often 
altered the limits of geographical as well as administrative 
divisions. 

This territory was included in the province of Bengal in the 
days of the British rule in India, Almost the same area had 
been earlier incorporated іп the Subah of Bangalah during the 
reign of the Mughal emperor Akbar. A part of this region 
was known by the term Уайодіа from a still earlier age. The 
other parts were called by other names, geopolitical connota- 
tions of which varied in different periods. 

Dr. A. Bhattacharyya, the author of the present treatise, 
has tried to determine the limits of these divisions, besides 
bringing out in relief the main features of the physiographic 
divisions and river systems of the area concerned (included in 
W. Bengal and Bangladesh) during early and early med iaeval 
ages. A discussion on the nomenclature for administrative 
units and a list of such units known from inscriptions are given 
in two appendixes, and these greatly add to the merit of his 
discourse on administrative divisions. 

Dr. Bhattacharyya has investigated the reasons for the 
growth and abandonment of settlements in the territory con- 
cerned. He has enumerated the towns and cities which once 
flourished here. 

Man does not want to live in isolation. He tries, whenever 
he can, to communicate with outside world. The author has, 
therefore, endeavoured to trace the routes which connected this 
area with other parts of India and outside world. 


( мії ) 


Man is conditioned оп nature, and his activities cannot 
escape the impact of his environments. The author has, there- 
fore, very justifiably striven to Scan the influence of physical 
geography on the history of the region concerned. 


A detailed bibliography and a number of maps appear at 
end of the monograph. The maps help the readers to 
w many of the author's arguments and inferences, 


This comprehensive study of data relating to historical 
geography of ancient and medi 


the 
follo 


is the sobriety of his 
g unduly assertive, We 
nificant contribution to 
y and mediaeval India. 


April 15, 1977 | / 
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CHAPTER I 


INTRODUCTION 


A 


The term Bengal or the name Bangla denoted immediately 
before the partition of the Indian subcontinent in 1947 the 
province of Bengal in British India. As the result of the parti- 
tion the area was divided between the provinces of West Bengal 
and East Pakistan. In 1971 the territory of East Pakistan 
became known as that of the republic of Bangladesh, 


The terms Bengal or Bangla still continues, although un- 
officially, to denote the areas now incorporated in West Bengal 
(India) and Bangladesh. These terms have survived on an un- 
official level, mainly for emphasising the cultural affinities. 
between the peoples of West Bengal and Bangladesh, which are 
also, again in popular vocabulary, two Bengals or Banglas, The 
Bengali speaking areas in West Bengal, Bangladesh and nearby 
regions feel culturally united by keeping these names alive. 

Two terms, phonetically similar to Bengal or Bangla, occur 
in epigraphic and literary documents of the ancient and mediae- 
val periods, They are Varga and Vangala. Abul Fazl in his. 
Ain-i-Akbari made the following remark : 

“The original name of Bangalah was Bang its former 
rulers raised mounds measuring ten yards in height and 
twenty in breadth throughout this province, which were 


called dl. From this suffix, the name Vangal took its. 


rise and currency™.* 


1 Ain-i-Akbari ; vol. П, р. 120. Jarrett in his translation of the passage 
uses the expression Bengal instead of Vangal. It seems to indicate that 
rrent even during the days of Abul Fazl which 


the term Bengal was си b В 
isabsolutely а case of anachronism. Gladwin uses the expression 


Bungulah (Ayeen Akbery, tr. by Francis Gladwin, velb Ib ib 300). The 
actual expression used by Abul Балі із, however, Bangalah (IHQ ХУІ, 


р. 227, п. 22). 
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During the reign of Akbar the Subah of Bangalah denoted 
the entire region from Chittagong to the Teliagarhi pass. 


Sources of still earlier periods refer to a tract known as 
Vaügala. Its existence as a geographical entity can be traced 
from the 8th century A. D. onwards. But epigraphic and liter- 
ary references to Vangala amply bear testimony to its existence 
territorially distinct from a region called Vanga. 


Marcopolo describes Bangala as a province towards the 
South. It had a ‘peculiar language” and the inhabitants were 


“wretched idolators”. It is further described as “tolerably close 
to India".? 


Yule was of opinion that Marcopolo’s 


Bangala was 
Pegu. 


But the account may well be applicable to the Noakhali- 
Chittagong-Tippera region of South-east Bengal. This is subst- 
antially corroborated by the account of Ovington. 
“Arracan is bounded on the north- 
Bengala, some authors making Chatigam its first frontier city".? 

Early European travellers refer to both the kingdom and city 
of Bengala or Bengola. In Bleav's map the city of Bengala 
Stands opposite to Chitigam.* The Chart of the Empire of the 
Grand Mogul by N. Saussen (A.D, 1652), as cited by Blochman, 
also locates the city at the same spot.® 


Rennel in his Memoir ma 
.remark, є 


It runs, 
west by the kingdom of 


kes the following interesting 


ee In some ancient books and maps we meet with 


2 Travels of Marcop 
chap, LIX, p. 128, 
3. A voyage to Sura: 
In the Ат- 
by the sea a; 
in his com 


olo, ed. Yule, vol. II, 
» no. 6 and LI, no. 2. 
tt (1689), pp. 553-54. 
i-Akbari “Сһаќваоп” 
nd belted by woods” 
mentary on the Am 
meaning **dried fish” With the remark є Vanigala—yaccaranam Ри." 
lt may be pointed Out that the 


2S people Chittagong still prefer dried 
fish (Sunitki_mach), (HO, XXII, p. 281). 

rarum, Vol, 11, Amsterdam, 1650, reproduced by 
Blochman in JASB, 1873 pt 


. I pt, IV. 
5 Blochman, op. cit. р. 233. 


Chap. Lv, pp. 114-15, 128 ; ibid. 


is described as “a large city situated 
(Jarrett, op. cit., p. 125). Sarvananda 
narakosa interpretes the term Sidhma 
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a considerable city called Bengalla, but no traces of such a place 
now exist." But he admits that “Bengalla appears to have 
existed during the early part of the past century",^ the site being 
carried away by some natural catastrophe. In the map of 
Gastaldi (1561), however, Bengala lies to the west of Catigam." 


The exact location of the city of Bengala mentioned by the 
European travellers of the 16th-17th centuries is not easy to 
determine. But its existence asa city is proved beyond doubt 
by the explicit references made in the accounts of foreign 
travellers. Lodovico de Varthema writes, *From Tarnassari 
we took route towards the city of Bengala at which we arrived 
in eleven days."3 In the early sixteentb century Barbosa also 
refers to this great city with a good port. From Orissa Barbosa 
sailed to Bengala.? Тһе contemporary geographical work 
Sommerio de Regni etc. states that the town of Bengala con- 
tains 4,0000 hearths. Samuel Purchas (1626 A. D.) refers to 


Gauro and Bengala as *fair' cities”. 10 


6 Rennel, Memoirs of а map of Hindoostan, p. 57 

7 Мар of Gastaldi, reproduced in JASB, 1908, p. 291 b. Tayler (Sketch of 
the Topography and Statistics of Dacca, Calcutta, 1840, pp, 92-93) iden- 
tified the city of Bengalla or Bengala with Dacca. R. C. Temple was of 
opinion that Ledovice de Varthema’s ‘City of Bengala’ was Satgaon on 
the old bed of the Hughli river. (ІА, 1933, Р. 45), 

8 Travels of Lodoyice de Varthema etc., tr. by J. W. Jones, and ed. 
by G. P. Badger, London, 1863, p. 210. 

9 The Bookof Duarte Barbosa, Ed. by Mansel, Long werth Dames, 
Vol, II, London, 1921, p. 146. 

10 Early Travels in India, First series, ed. by Talboys Wheeler, Calcutta, 
1864, P. 1. For the numerous reference to Bengala as a city see 
James Taylor, op. cit. p. 92; JASB, 1913, PP. 439, 449, ІНО, XVI, 
Р. 230: ІНО, XXII, PP. 282-83. S. N. Sen, Early career of Kanhoji 
Angria and other Papers, Cal., 1941, P. 83 ft. The existence of a city 
called Bengala, however is not vouchsafed by the literary documents 
of mediaeval Bengal (НО, XXIII, Р. 64). The remarks made by 
Hodiwala regarding the supposed existence of the city of Bengala 
are interesting. He wrote : “Briefly there would appear to be fairly 
good grounds for thinking that Bengala was not the real or fixed 
name of any town or city, but an alternative and honorific designation 
by which the capital of the province at the time being known, Thus 
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European travellers in general of the post-Akbar period 
used the term Bengala.to denote a country or a kingdom. 
Caesar Frederick (1563-1581 A.D.) writes, “This island is 
called Sondiva (Sanderpa) belonging to the Kingdom of 
Bengala, distant 120 miles from Chatigan to which we are 
bound," In 1599 Du Jarric wrote, “This country of Bengala, 
Which comprises about two hundred leagues of sea-coast, was 
inhabited partly by the native Bengalis, who were generally 
pagans, partly by Saracens, for the most part Patans or Par- 
thians.."*1 Samnel Purchas in his Description of India 
writes, “The Kingdom of Bengala is very large, and hath of 
Coast one hundred and twenty leagues, and as much within 
land. Francis Fernandes measureth it from the confines of 
the Kingdom of Ramu or Porto Grade (ie. Chittagong) to 


Palmerine, ninety miles from Porto Pequeno (i.e. Hooghli), in 
all six hundred miles long.":2 


Ralph Fitch (1586) refers to Chatigan, Satagam (i.e. Sapta- 


grama), Hugeli (Hooghly) and Tanda (near Rajmahal) as 
places belonging to the country of Bengala.?3 


Europeans sometimes used the term Bengala in a much more 
wider sense so as to include even Cheramandala (Coromandol) 
and Messopotania (evidently a mistake for Maussalipattan).** 

It is thus clear that the Subah of Bangal 
mountcy of Akbar denoted the entire reg 
torially equivalent to the undivided provi 


ah during the para- 
ion which was terri- 
nce of Bengal, The 


; by paríty of reasoning be 
Akbarnagar.”” (JASB, Мит, Sup., No. XXXIV. P. 211). 
11 JASB, 1913, p. 437. 


12 Ibid. 


13- Ralph Fitch, ed. by 5, Horton Ryley, Lond., 1899, 
PP. 100, 111, 113 and 118, 

The First letter Book 
George Birdwood, P 


14 


of the East India Company, 1600-1619, ed. Sri 
P. 73, 85, and 261 5 


S. N. Sen, Ор, cit., P. 89. 
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country of Bengala, as referred to by Ralph Fitch in 1586, was 
also coterminous with the same region. But the term Vangala 
was used in a restricted sense. If Abul Fazl is to be believed, 
the term Vangala had its origin in and derived from the word 
Vanga. 


But how and when УапгајајВапга! came to denote the 
whole of Bengal is a problem that has baffled our investigation. 
In early days foreigners sometimes designated a strange 
country by the name of the first great river, locality or city 
they met with, For example, the name India is derived from 
the name Indus, the great river which the foreigners from the 
west had to cross over for pouring down into the plains of 
India. In relation to the history of Bengal, however, there is 
no evidence to prove that the Muslims ever invaded Bengal via 
Vangala or South-east Bengal. A suggestion only can be put 
forward as a probability. Even before the time of Akbar, at 
least parts of the teritory, now incorporated in West Bengal 
and Bangladesh, possibly came to be known to the foreigners 
as the country of Bengala. This is apparent from Marcopolo's 
reference to the province of Bengala. By the time of the 
expansion of Akbar's hegemony over Bengala the term Bengala 
might have developed into a popular one denoting the tract 
from Chittagong to the Teliagarhi pass. 


Evenas early as 1586 Ralph Fitch referred to the city of 
Bengala whose existence is not borne out by traditions recorded 
in mediaeval Bengali literature. It may be that the foreign tra- 
vellers named the whole country after the name of the first 
great city they met with, viz, Bengala. Alternatively, 
it can be suggested that the country was named after the 
name of the region the foreigners had heard of, viz. 
Vangala. In fact, Marco Polo (13th century A.D.) refers to 
the province of Bengala. Can it be possible that it was 
through these foreigners that the term Bengala gained 
currency and that the whole of Bengal came to be known as 


Bengala/Bengala/Bengal ? 
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B 


The term Bengal, which denoted a province in the British 
Tegime, had its origin in the term Bengal which in its turn 
denoted a Subah of the empire of Akbar. 


In course of our investigations we have used the term 


Bengal to denote the land which was known by that name 
immediately before the Partition of the Indian subcontinent 
into India and Pakistan in 1947. The territory is now included 
in West Bengal and the newly born Bangladesh. 

Though torn into two countries politic 
language spoken by the vast majority of its p 
cultural and ethnological characteristics ma 
one single unit for study by students of his 
is to be taken into account in course of our 
rical geography of Bengal. 


This land has a history which can be traced back to the 


pre-historic period. In this Connection we would do well to 
remember that the different parts of Bengal were unknown 
to early Vedic Indians, 


In fact, 
part of Bengal, viz, 


ally, the Bengali 
еорје and several 
rk out the land as 
tory. This feature 
Study of the histo- 


e of the relevant passage 
is obscure and open to 


Xistence of pre and proto- 
est Bengal before the advent 


d Vedic Aryans in Northern India. 


Bereft of Some obscure re 
the different terms which con 


Bengal, we have no account at 
а solid basis for 


ference in literary documents to 
nected subsequent divisions of 
our disposal which may serve as 
© of the history of Bengal before 
Mahasthangarh tablet, written in 


the Mauryan empire. With 


enter upon a terra firma of 
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number of copper-plate grants from North Bengal belonging to 
the Gupta period bear ample evidence to the existence of 
Pundravardhana as a bhukti or province under the Imperial 
Guptas. Epigraphic evidence can well be cited in support of. 
the incorporation of the whole of Bengal within the Gupta 
empire. 

The downfall of the Guptas in East Bengal led to the rise of 
the dynasty to which belonged Gopacandra, Dharmàditya and 
Затасагадеуа. The seventh century A. D. was characterised 
by the ascendancy of Saganka, described as the Bengal king par 
excellence. It was during his reign that Gauda imperialism: 
extended far beyond the geographical confines of the land now 
incorporated in Bengal. Gauda imperialism reached its highest 
water mark of glory during the rule of Dharmapala and Deva- 
pala of the Pala dynasty. The Palas were followed by the 
Senas, who were builders of the last great Hindu Kingdom of 
Bengal. Subsequently, Bengal fell a pray to the Muslim onrush, 
During the reign of Akbar the whole of Bengal constituted а 
S'ubah called Bangalah. 


С 


This in brief is the political history of ancient and early 
mediaeval Bengal which has been dealt with in details by various 
scholars like R. P. Chanda, Dr. R. C. Majumdar, R. D. Banerji, 
Dr, B. C. Sen, Dr. N. R. Ray etc. 

The fact that has been descanted on by different scholars as 
an established truth is that the history of any country is inse- 
parably connected with its geography. As Dr. H. C. Ray 
Chaudhury says, “A knowledge of space, no less than that of 
time, of geography no less than that of history is an indispen- 
sable pre-requisite for a proper understanding of history.” +" 

The statement of Dr. H. C. Ray Chaudhury is truly appli- 
cable to the history of Bengal. As it will be shown, there is no 
mountain or desert within the heart of Bengal. The most 


15 H. C. Ray Chaudhuri, Studies in Indian Antiquities, p. 36. 
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- An illustration may be 


ion. In early days, even during the time of 
half of the sey; 


of Rennel’s Survey the other course of the 
Brahmaputra, skirting along the Garo hills and flowing 
through t Mymensingh district, wa 
one. 


5 the more turbulent 
On these rivers again flourished Cities and centres of 
commercia] import i 


Perity of the different 


€ Inscriptions of 
Я» Bahgalir Пійаза by Dr. 
Ray Ancient History of Bengal by Dr. В, C. 


INTRODUCTION 9 


Majumdar etc. But no single treatise deals with all the aspects 
of historical geography of the land in question till the time 
when the name Bengal began to be applied to the whole of it. 
This isa desideratum for understanding the history and culture 


of the Bengali speaking population. 
D 


Our sources of information for reconstructing the historical 
geography of ancient and early mediaeval Bengal are (1) inscri- 
ptions ; (2) literary documents ; (3) religious texts ; (4) travell- 
ers’ accounts and maps. Attempts have been made to fill up 
the gap with the aid of information supplied by the Marigala- 
Kavyas of mediaeval Bengal and the accounts of the European 
travellers who either visited Bengal or collected information in 


the 16th—19th centuries. 


The characteristic features of the physical geography of 
Bengal are the mighty rivers that have cleft it into several parts. 
Mountains and deserts are conspicuous by their absence in the 
plains of Bengal. Therefore, the physiographic divisions of 
Bengal developed out of the natural barriers formed by the 
rivers and the earliest known geographical and ethnographical 
divisions also were separated from each other by the rivers. But 
in alluvial soil, particularly in deltaic plains rivers seldom stick 
to an eternal course. They often fluctuate from one bed to 
another and shifting of river beds always influenced the wider 
ses in which geographical terms in 


relation to the historical geography of ancient and mediaeval 
Bengal had been used from time to time. Hence, knowledge of 
the earlier courses of the Bengal rivers is an imperative. 


or narrower territorial sen 


al powers, the geographical units 


With the growth of politic: 
units, which in their turns were 


were transformed into political 
transformed into administrative ones. 

We have endeavoured to correlate the traditional divisions 
of Bengal, viz., Pundra, Vanga, Radha, Sumha, Samatata, etc., 
with the physical divisions of Bengal based on geological evi- 
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dence. 
of the p 
for an 
powers, 
divisions 


It must be admitted in this connection that boundaries 
olitical divisions of Bengal did never remain stationery 
unlimited period owing to the rise and spread of local 

Political reasons behind the unusual extent of such 
have always been traced. 


Tn our chapter on the river—system of Bengal we have tried 


to show the actual Physical face of ancient and mediaeval Bengal 
by studying the maps of the European travellers as well 251 the 
evidence Supplied by the indigenous literary records and epigra- 
Phic documents, A Comparative study has also been made of 


the present hydrography and that which is supposed to have 
existed in the Preceding centuries, 


ns and units also have been considered 
in a chapter. of the work, Identification of some of these 


While some of them 
have been made to locate them as far as documentary evidence 
Permits, 


CHAPTER П 


PHYSIOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS AND RIVER SYSTEMS 


A 


It has already been pointed out that there are mountains 
and spurs of hills only on the northern, eastern and western 
extremities of Bengal. Deserts are conspicuous by their 
absence in this province. The most prominent physical fea- 
tures of Bengal are its rivers. 

Rivers of Bengal have cleft it asunder into four major divi- 
sions corresponding to north, west, central and east Bengal. 
Each of these divisions has а geographical entity quite distinct 
from the others. 


The central division is formed by the deltaic portion of the 
Ganges. We admit that the geographical limits of this Gan- 
getic delta is not unanimously defined by scholars. R. K. 
Mookherjee thinks that “the whole of Bengal is a fertile alluvial 


1 Deltais originally a Greek alphabet which in capital form looks 
like A. In Physical geography the name is applied to a peculiar 
kind of islands formed by the detritus of rivers at their confluence 
with the sea or à lake. The name ‘Delta’ was formerly ascribed to the 
fan-shaped deposit formed by the Nile. Subsequent observations, 
however, proved that the Nile is not the only delta-builder in the 

there are several others also including the Ganges. Bernier 

«the great number of isles which are formed in the Gulf 

h of the river Ganges and which by lapse of 

б ini other and at length with the continent put 

ume 319 а Ae ae of the Nile where I have observed the same 

ue eS id it is said, after Aristotle, that Egypt is the workman- 
tning ps CUT sc dt may be said, that Bengala is the work of the 
ар ої P Wi h this difference that as the Ganges is incom- 

Gane Qu a ile, so he carrieth with him towards the 

parably bigger than the Nile, hi and so forms greater and more 

sea a far greater quantity ecu 


islands than the Nile." (Travels in Hindustan, p. 422) 


world ; 
observes, 
of Bengala at the mout 
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plain, but this can be divi 
ding to the extent to whic! 
when the rivers are in 


ded into four natural regions ои 
h the soil is enriched by silt deposite 


flood. These regions are (1) the old 
Delta, or (а) West Bengaland (b) Central Bengal; (2) the 
New Delta or East Bengal ; and (3) the Ganges-Brahmaputra 
Doab or Northern Bengal.? 


On the other hand, 


According to Fox. 
from the point whe. 
from each Other, є 


» the deltatic portion in Bengal begins 
те the Bhagirathi and the Padma bifurcate 


The touchstone for evaluating these rather opinionated 
theo 


Ties is provided bya physiographic survey of Bengal from 
the Standpoint of geological Structure. Such a survey, however, 
Points out that the districts of 


Bankura, Burdwan, Birbhum 


‘the surface below 
Pore district is t 
Кирпагауап ап 


is rocky. The eastern part of the Midna- 


he “piedmont Plain built up by the Damodar, 
d other streams”.7 


nges (Padma) (and the broad 
and the Brahmaputra or the Ganges- 


Proceedings, ASB, 1870, P. 47. 
Fox, Physical Geography 


K. Bagchi, The Ganges 
Ibid, 


Ibid, p.19, 


for Indian Students, Р. 189, 
Delta, р, 18. 
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character.? The land between the Brahmaputra and the Surma 
is also alluvial in character.? To the east and north-east are 
low hills of Sylhet and Tripura and the Chittagong hill tracts. 
Though not of great height, these are very important landmarks, 
as they define the limits of the possibility of eastern drift of 
any Bengal river. 

Dr. K. Bagchi has clearly shown that the deltaic features are 
characteristic only of the region bounded by the Padma on the 
north, the Bhagirathi on the west and the Meghna on the east.1° 

Physiographically considered, Bengal thus comprises the 
alluvial plains of North Bengal, those between the Brahmaputra 
and the Meghna, the deltaic region between the Bhagirathi and 
the Meghna and sub-montane tracts of the Chittagong and 
Burdwan divisions. 


B 


Bengal’s geography thus has been conditioned by its river 
systems. The most important of its rivers is the Ganges, 

The Ganges from Hardwar to the Rajmahal hills has 
retained its old course which at places is 10/12 miles in 
breadth.?* Below the Rajmahal the Ganges after entering into 
the plains of Bengal has bifurcated herself into two main 
channels, one running south-east called the Padma and the 
other following straight southward called the Bhagirathi. 


These two channels branch off at Chhabghati near the 
police Station of Suti (lat, 24° 26'N. long. 88° 2’ E.) in the 


8 K. Bagchi, op. cit. 


9 Ibid, PP, 34-5.Ina delta the “Strata are arranged in a particular 


fashion bottom set, fore-set and top-set beds;" (2) a delta ends 
“with a steep slope towards the sea," ‘but alluvial plains merge 
gradually into adjacent countries ;"" (3) Channels in the deltas are 
distributaries or redistributaries, but in alluvial fans they are tribu- 
taries, 

10 Ibiq., P. 35. 

11 Kapil Bhattacharya, Bangla Deser nad-nadi р 
P. 10. 


arikalpana (in Bengali), 
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district of Murshidabad, At Present the Bhagirathi flows past 
Jangipur (Latitude 2428 N. ; Longitude 88.5 E.), Lalbagh 
(Lat. 24.13 N. ; Long, 74.1 E.), Katwa (Lat. 23.39 N. ; Long. 
88.11 E.), Navadwip and Calcutta and empties itself into the 
Sea near Diamond Harbour (Lat. 22.11 N. ; Long. 88.14 E.) 
The Padma carries the main v. 
the Ganges. Tt flows south- 
Chandpur and ultimately de 


Several stories and theories are cur: 


gation,’ 13 


generally flow 


probably 
» Tefers to the five 
; and indicated Breat distance 


Ригайа, Р. 22, 37-38 etc. 
Ancient System of Irrigation in 

Bengal., Р. 4 ff, 

14 K. Bagchi., Op. cit., 

15 Ibid. 


16 Ptolemy, vii, Y, 18, 


17 Thelongitude and the latitude 9f the westernmost mouth of the 


Ganges of Plolemy are 144° 30! and 18° 15" respectively while those 
of the easternmost Mouth are 148° 30" and 18° 15», 


P. 40. 
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perhaps suggests the existence of both the Bhagirathi and the 
Padma whose mouths were widely separated from each other. 


In Sanskrit literature the name Bhagirathi is applied to 


the entire course ofthe Ganges from the Himalayas to the 


зеа,18 


Inscriptions belonging to the eighth and ninth centuries 


A. D. refer to the upper course ofthe Ganges beyond Bengal 
inscription the Bhagi- 


as the Bhagirathi.’® Та the Deopara i 
rathi is regarded as a heavenly river2° and in the Govindapur 


copper plate of Laksmanasena the Jahfiavi is described as 
flowing by Betaddacaturaka (modern Betod in the district 


of Howrah).** 

According to Rennel’s map the Bhagirathi flows past 
Jungipour, Moorshedabad, Cossimbuzar, Burhampour, Pias- 
sey, Cutwa, Ahgadeep, Nuddeah, Mirzapour, Bansbarya, 
Hooghly Chandernagore, Serampour, Calcutta, Budgebudge, 


and Fulta. 
An interesting account of the course of the Ganges in the 
fifteenth century A.D. is furnished by Vipradasa (1495 A.D.)** 
in his Manasa-mangala. Here we find a long description of 
the journey of the merchant Chand on his vessel from Rajghat 
to the confluence of the Ganges with the sea. The names 
of the rivers and places through or by the side of which 
Chand steered his vessel were as follows: the river Ajoy, 
Ujani, the river Siva, Katwa, the river Indrani, Indraghata, 
Nadiya, Phulia, Guptipara, Mirjapura, Triveni, Saptagrama, 
Kumaraháta, Hoogly, Bhatpara, Boro, Kakinara, Mulajora, 
Gaduliya, Paikpara, Bhadregvara, Champdani, Icchapura, 
Bankibajar, Nimáitirtha (present Vaidyabati) Chanak, Maheéa, 
Khardaha, Sripata, Risira, Sukachar, Konnagara, Kotarang, 
SSS 
18 Kumarasambhava, 1, 15. 
19 A.K. Майтеуа, Gaudalekh 
20 ІВ, Р. 48, V. 33. 
21 Ibid. pp. 92-98, 
22 Proceedings ASB, 1892, 


amala, P. 9 ff. 


pp. 193-97. 
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Kamarhati, Adiyadaha, Ghusuri, 
Меада, Kalighata, Chudaghata, 
Badarikakunda, 
lastly the conflue 


Chitrapura, Kalikata, 
Baruipur, Chhatrabhoga, 

Hathiagarh, Chaumukhi, Satamukhi and 
nce of the Ganges with the ѕеа.23 


Тһе тар оғ Van den Broucke (1660) delineates many 


Ports and market towns on the Bhagirathi such as Soti 
(Suti), Cassimbazar, Plassi, Neddia, Tripeni 
Coatgam (Satgaon), Oegali 

Collecatta (Calcutta) etc, 
in the account of Vipra 
Century banks of the Вћа; 


(Triveni), 
(Hoogly), Bandel, Chandernagor, 


Many of these names are mentioned 
dàsa also. Thus in the seventeenth 
Birathi abounded in such settlements. 


Sirathi at least up to 
Kalikata (Calcutta) remained unchanged from the fifteenth 
the channel which led 


, is apparently the same 
f Van den Broucke also 
iderably wide canal even 
WD On its banks, Op the 
century later, 
Probably sometime 
h century the bed of the 
nga 4 * And, аз its Present pitiable 
state indicates, this Process of deterioration was never effec- 


That a channal of 


р the Bhàgirathi flowed Past Baruipur, 
Jaynagar-Majilpur, Hathiagarh etc. 


i is evident from various 
data, The nam Majilapura, literally Meaning ‘the silted 


23 Proceedings ASB, 1895. э) ох 
the names of Kalikata ( 
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city’, according to a local tradition, perpetuates the memory 
of drying up of the Ganges in that locality.** Secondly, some 
large tanks of this region are still known by such names 
as Ghosh-Ganga, Bose-Ganga etc.,?* which are probably 
remnants of the original course of the Ganges through the 
area concerned. Again, several old temples of this locality, 
standing in rows and at places in two rows having some 
distance between them, not only indicate that they were 
originally erected on the banks of the holy Ganges, but at 
the same time enable us to chart out the course of the river 
up to the Hathiagarh fiscal division.*° 

Vipradasa (1495 A.D.) refers to Saptagrama near which the 
Sarasvati and the Yamuna branch off from the Bhagirathi."* 
At present both the Sarasvati and the Yamuna have silted 
up. In the eighteenth century map of Rennel they are 
represented by narrow lines, the former joining the Bhagirathi 
a little below Calcutta. In the map of Van den Broucke also 
the Sarasvati, a little wider in extent, originates from the 
Ganges near Satgaon only to empty itself into the parent 
stream below Calcutta. 

In the sixteenth century map of Jao de Barros (1550) the 
course of the Sarasvati is totally different. Issuing out of the 
Ganges near Saptagrama, it flows direct south-west and 
joins the Damodar near the confluence of the Banka Damodar, 
referred to by Ksemananda (1640 A.D.) in his Manasa- 


Майраа.? 8 


24 The information was collected by us from the local people of the 
region concerned. 

25 Hunter, Statistical Account of Bengal, Vol. I, P. 29. 

26 Ibid. 
On the evidence of Copper-plate grants of the Senas and the 
Varmans, N.K. Bhattashali concludes that the Bhagirathi has not 
changed it's course at least from the time of the Varmans. If the 
Adi-ganga had ever been the main channel of the Ganges, this must 
have been before C. 1025 A.D. (JRAS, 1933, P. 85). 

27 Vipradasa, Manasá-Mangala, p. 142 

28 Ketakadása Ksemananda, Manasa-Mangala, p. 82. 


2 
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Caesar Frederick (1565 A.D.) writes, “the Sarasvati above 
Bator was very shallow and hence only small ships could 
£0 to Sategaon."?? So already by the middle of the 
sixteenth century A.D., this channel had become too narrow 
to accommodate larger ships. Excavation of an artificial 
canal between the Hooghly and the Sarasvati below Calcutta 


in the time of Nawab Aliburdi has been accounted for this 
hydrographic сћапре,зо 


Vipradasa (1495 A.D.) describes 
centre of trade and commerce? 
Yumuna as mightly rivers.32 


Saptagrama as a flourishing 
and the Sarasvati and the 

But curiously enough the vessel 
ої Chand, as described by the poet, sailed along the Bhagirathi 
instead of the Sarasvati. 


It may indicate that already by the 
close of the fifteenth century A.D. the Sarasvati could not 


As has already been pointed out the map of Jao de Barros 
(1550 A.D.) definitely shows that the southward course ог 


29 Quoted from j. N.D 


the sixteenth century, 
: “a good tides rowing 


30 Nihar Ranjan Ray, Banglar nad-nodi, P. 20, 


malley and 
1912, Мої, XXIX, 
31 Vipradasa, Manasa-Mangata, 


32 Ibid. Rennel observes, “Sate 


to the northwest of Hooghly, was in 1566, and 
a large commercial city in which the European | 


Probably later, 
factories in Bengal (Memoir of a map of Hindoostan, 


Taders had their 
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the Damodar was once the channel through which the Sarasvati 
flowed.?? — 

It seems reasonable to suppose that still earlier the Sarasvati 
branching off the Bhagirathi near Satgaon, flowed direct 
south across the Damodar until it joined the Rüpnarayan a 
little above Tamluk or the ancient port of Tàmralipta.?* In 
fact in the Matsya Purana the Ganges is described as flowing 
through the countries of the Brahmottaras, Vangas and 
Tàmraliptas.?5 It appears from Fa-hsien's account that the 
Ganga reached the kingdom of To-mo-li-chi (the capital of) 
which was a sea-port.?? According to K'ang T'ai (of the 
3rd century A.D.) as well Tamralipta was the port where the 
Hua'ng-chi (Gangi, i.e., the Ganga) debouched into the sea.** 
Probably by the name Ganga has been meant the westernmost 
branch of the Bhagirathi which later came to be knownas the 
Sarasvati. The report of the Stevenson Moore Committee 
indeed states that “the main branch of the Sarasvati flowed 
south-west from Triveni past Satgaon and Amta into the 
Damodar and probably also the Епрпагауап. 38 


33 In fact the diversion ofthe Damodar water from the upper reaches 
of the Hooghly has been accounted for the deterioration of the 
Sarasvati (O'Malley and M. Chakravarti, Bengal District Gazetteers, 
Howrah, PP. 11-12) 

34 D. В. Bhandarkar Volume, P. 345. Theobservations of Rennel may 
be cited in this connection. He writes, “I suspect that its thence 
course..was by way of Adaumpour, Omptah and Tamlook ; and 
that the river called the old Ganges was a part of its course, and 
received that name, while circumstances of the change was fresh in 
the memory of the people. The appearance of the country between 
Satgong and Tamlook, countenances such on opinion (Memoir, 


P. 57). 


35 Matsya-Purana, 121, 27 ff. 


36 Legge, Travels of Fa-Hien, P. 100. 
37 L. Petech, Northern India according to the Shui-Ching-Chu, P. 54. 


38 Quoted from D. R. Bhandarkar volume, P. 345. In the Akbarnama 
(vol. Ш, P. 153) it is stated that “the river Ganges divides into two 


branches at Tanda. One goes to the port of Satgam and ends in 
Orissa. The other goes to Mahmudabad, Fatahbad, Sonargaon and 


Chatgaon.”” 


* 
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It is interesting to Obser 
not mentioned in the Mahabharata through it 
Yudhisthira’s visit to the Ganga-Sagara,39 
also do not refer to Triveni. The latter is mentioned for the 
first time in the Brhaddharma-Purana,4o The Padma-Purana 
speaks of Tribenj and the junction of the three rivers—Ganga, 
Yamuna and the Sarasvatj,41 In the Pavanadüta of Dhoyi 
Teference is made and the Yamuna emanating 
ct that sanctity was attached 
Mediaeval sources may betray that 
Tivers at Triveni took Place in a 


ve that Triveni in Bengal is 


refers to 
The Mahapuranas 


to the Sarasvat; 
from the Bhagirathj,+2 The fa 
to Triveni in only late 
the trifurcation of the 
comparatively late Period 


While Commenting on the 


expression Dsksina-Prayaga 
occuring 


Raghunandana in his 


39 Mbh., II, p. 144. 
Triveni nàma tirthañ Т Ше са yatra vai | 
Sarasvati ca yamunā ā 

(Brhaddharma Purana, 15 XXII, 33.) 
41 Padma Purana, 14, 

42 Раудпадта, У, 23, 


J.N. Sarkar, чої. III, P, 133) it is Stated that th 


3 e Ganges divided 
into three Streams, (1) the Sarsuti, (2) 
called Collectively i indi 


Akbari (ed, Jarrett and revised by 


43 The expression ас 
bharata, ТІ, 144, 
44 Pray 


ascittatattya, Gangamahatmya, P. 100, 
45 Ibid. 
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The other channel, the Padma has also flowed past the ages 
of history. 

In the eighteenth century, during the time of Rennel’s 
survey (1764-77) the Padma used to unite with the Јатипа and 
with the combined water of the Atreyi and the Karatoya at 
Juffergung. Thence flowing southward it joined the Meghna 


near above the island of Dakhin Shahbazpur about twenty five 


miles below Chandpur. *° 

In the map of Van den Broncke the main channel of the 
Padma flows West of Faridpur and Backergunj. It seems that 
by the middle of the 17th century the present Garai-Madhu- 
mati channel was its usual сошгѕе.*7 A century earlier in the 
map of De Barros, however, the Padma is shown as flowing 
past Rampur Boalia, through Chalanjhil, the Dhale$wari and 
the Buriganga,*® past Dacca into the Meghna. 


ription of Padmavati as given 


It is apparent from the desc 
and the Baharistani-i-Ghyabi*? 


in the account of Tavernier*® 


Hindustan, P. 345.) writes : “Appearances 

on that the Ganges had its former bed 
in the tract now occupied by the lakes and morasses, between Nattore 
and Jaffiergunge ; striking out its present course at Bauliah and 
passing by Pootyah, With on equal degree of probability (favoured 
by tradition) we may trace its supposed course by Dacca, to a 
junction with the Burrumpooter Ог Meghna near Fringybazar ; 
where the accumalition of two such mighty streams, probably scoped 
out the present amazing bed of the Meghna. Hamilton (Geogra- 
phical, Statistical and Historical Description of Hindoostan, Vol. I. P. 
199). also observes that the Ganges once flowed in the tract now 
occupied by the lakes and marshes between Nattore and Jaffergunge. 

47 Cf. the map of Van Dan Broucke (1660). 

48 In Rennel’s map a branch of the Padma issues out of the main 
stream past Gwalpara, Fringyabazar (Ist. 23 33" N. long. 90° 23 'E) 
joins the Brahmaputra near Rajabari. Of Fringyabazar, Hamilton 
(op. cit, P. 188) writes «this small town stands on the west side of 
the Dullasery river formed a branch of the Ganges and one of the 

Brahmaputra about 13 miles south-west of Dacca. 

49 Tavernier's Travels in India (BK. 1). P. 102. PAES NE 

50 Baharistan-i-Ghvabi, Р. 56 ff. P of EDUCA TION 7 
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к^, ГА 


JEL IU 2 

28 58 | Ü 

415. е ү Deptt of Extension “pi 
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46 Rennel, (Memoir of а Мар of 
favour very strongly the opini 
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by Mirza Nathan, that a channel of the Padma in the Шш 
century flowed along the Dhaleswari or a parallel course.5 

The Padmà has been referred to by still earlier Sources, 
The Mahübhagavata-Puraas?, the Brahaddharma-Purana®®, 
the Krttivasi Катауапа + explai 
Whereas the Devibhagavatam 5 
Ganges and the Padma Separately. 


The Edilpur copper-plate* 9 
of Sricandra mentions the Satata 


-Padmàvati-vigaya and the 


tous, We may, however 
Who, as we have already 
mouths of the Ganges. These аге: 

; Poloura, а town. 


Ptolemy** 
noted, mentions the five 


(1) The Kambyson 


(3) The third mout 

Tilogrammon, 
(4) The fourth то 
(5) The fifth mout 


Identification of 


h called Kamberikhon, 
a town. 


uth called Pseudostomon, 
h called Antibole. 


51 D.R. Bhandar, 


kar Volume, Р. 351. 


the Devibhagavatam it is stated 
essings of Krsna, Padma would be known as the 
urther attaches Sanctity to the 
ll take bath in that river (ix, 7, 

53 Brhaddharm, 


a а-Риғапа, 


д Purvakhanda, 6; Madhyakhanda, 22.875 

Ката yana I. 

55. See DO. n, 41, 

36 El XVID Р. 190. N, G. Majumdar, however, 
vați-Visaya (ІВ, р, 167). 


38. 


Teads Satatapad та- 
57 Ptolemy, Op. cit 
BI 
8 Tie westernmost mouth of the Ganges according to Ptolemy із 
ambyson (144° 137. 18» 15) and the easternm i 
( 30’, 132 15) 
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The distance between Tamluk and Chittagong is also the 
same.5? Hence it is not unlikely that in the second century 
A.D. the channel, now known as the Padma flowed through 
one of the Eastern mouths of the Ganges. 


It must, however, be conceded that though the channel of 


the Padma existed in the ancient period, the name itself was 
not mentioned in the sources datable to the early centuries of 
the Christian era. It was also not universally considered as 
a channel of the Ganges even in the early mediaeval period. 
We have already referred to a text which distinguished the 
Ganga from the Padma. And, never in the past it achieved 
that sacred status which is associated with the Bhagirathi. 

The reason was, perhaps, that the Bhagirathi of yore was 
older, more familiar and, unlike the condition of the present 
day, wider than the channel now called the Padma.°° 

No doubt, the Padma is to-day wider and larger than the 
other channel and the same has been the case for a long time. 


el and also in the map of 


In the 18th century map of Renn 
a is shown as the main 


Van den Broucke (1660) the Padm 


of Tamluk and Chittagong are 22° 18' М. 
53 E respectively. 

extract froma letter written by the 
1666 which proves that the silting up 
had then already commenced (Hunter. 
IX, P. 26). Stewart quotes the following. 
tradition : “Siraj ud daula, fearing lest the English should in their 
warships pass ПР the Ganges to the east and north of the Kasim- 
bazar island, and so down the Bhagirathi to Murshidabad, caused 
immense pius to be driven into the river at Suti by which the naviga- 
tion at the Bhagirathi has been closed except for boats and is only 
open for them during half the year." (History of Bengal, 1847, 


59 The latitude and longitude 
87° 58’ E and 22° 21 N, 91° 
60 Captain Sherwill quoted an 
French traveller Tavernier in 
of the channel of Bhagirathi 
Statistical Account of Bengal, 


P. 323). 
Dr. Buchanan states, «T think it not unlikely that on the junction 
Ganges the united mass of water opened the 


ofthe Kosi with the 
passage now called Padma and the old channel of the Bhagiratt 
from Songh (Suti) to Nudiya was then left comparatively dry 


(Martin, Eastern India, III, Puraniya) 
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channel of the Ganges, where 


as the Bhagirathi appears to be 
much narrower in extent. 


Moreover, Major Rennel designates 
the Padma by the name of the Ganges, He writes: “the 
Proper name of this river (the Ganges) in the language of 


Hindoostan (or Indostan) is Padda. 1; is also called Bara gang 
ог the Great гіуег,б1 


da-gahga (the wider 
the fifteenth Century the 
Ganges. 


Ganges)? It 


Padma was the larger channel of the 


In De Barros 


зеа, ва 


Yule has identified Sadkawa 


n with Chittagong and the Jun 
With the Jamuna,*s If the identifications be correct then it 
61 


62 


Rennel, Op. cit., P. 255, n. 


Krttivas; Ramayana, ed. Purna Chand: 


thaler (La Geographic da L'Indoustan 
to the Bhagirath; as the Ganga mino. 
Major, 


ra Dey, P, (66). Joseph Tieffen- 
» tr. by Bernaulli, Р. 6 


) refers 
тапа the Padma as 


the Ganga 
63 


The other во 


es towards 
СВаїраоп," 


$4 Gibb 
65 


ion of mediaeval 
Yule thinks that Ibn Battuta 


* junction of the Ganges (Рад = ane 
Brabmaputra, anges (Padma) and 


«об the report 


66 D. R. Bhandarkar Vo 
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must be maintained that in the fourteenth century also the 
Padma was the main channel of the Ganges. 

No doubt, Dr. R. C. Majumdar observes, on the basis 
of the Stevenson Moore Committee, that 
Sadkawan, the Ganges and the Jun of Ibn Battuta may also 
be identified with Satgaon, the Bhagirathi and the Јашипа. °° 


We are unable to accept it on two grounds. First, Ibn 
Battuta's Sadkawan was “on the shore of the great sea"—a 
description which does not tally with the situation of Satgaon 


or Saptagrama in the present Hooghly district. Secondly, the 
Jamuna near Saptagrama issues out of the Bhagirathi and does 


not unite with the latter. 

The existence of the Райта at least as an important branch 
can be traced back to ап earlier age. We are here referring 
to the Ramacaritam of Sandhyakaranandin composed in the 
12th century®? chiefly to narrate the achievements of the Pala 
monarch Ramapala who flourished in the same period. It 
is stated in this text that Varendri is bounded by the Karatoya 
on the east and the Ganga on the south.°® It was by 
crossing the river Ganga that Ramapala entered into Varendri, 


ie. North Bengal.°° The topography of Bengal demands 
tam should be identified with 


that the Ganga of the Rümacari ontifie 
the river known at present as the Padma. This identification 
sacred as well as an impor- 


and the fact that the Ganga was a 
tant river may indicate that the Padma was already a channel 


of considerable importance in the 12th century А.р." 


lume, Р. 348. 

In the Ain-i-Akbari (Vol. Ш P. 
and the third stream after spreading 
described as joining the sea at Satgaon, 


Jamuna unite with that river. | 
67 Ramacarita, ed. R. G- Basak and К. С. Majumdar, Introduction. 


133) reference is made to Triveni, 
into a thousand channels is 
where the Sarsuti & the 


"68 Ramacarita, ПІ, 10. 


69 Ibid, II, 11. 
70 Dr. N.R. Ray thinks that the 
compositions of Siddhácárya B х 
the eleventh century A.D. (Banglar-nad-nadi, 


name Padma is traceable in the 
husuku who lived in the middle of 
PP. 19-20). 
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No doubt, the evidence of the 
that the Padma Was wider tha 
century A.D, Nevertheless, 
DORÉ Majumdar that in 
the history of Bengal the Pa 
considerable importance. 
We admit that the evid 
to allow us to fix the date 


Ramacaritam does not prove 
n the Bhāgīrathī in the 12th: 
it goes against the theory of 
the early mediaeval period of 
dmā was not a river of any 


ence at our disposal is not sufficient 
of the introduction of the name 


71 р, в, Bhandarkar Volume, р. 346. 
12 Proceedings ASB, 1870, P. 47, 
The rem 


arks 
“The course ofa 


ror. The sudden 
ir directions are generally Owing to 
(Phys 


i the latter- 
ical Geography, P. 255). 
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This may well have been the natural phenomenon respon- 
sible for the throwing up of the distributaries by the Bhagirathi 


flowing through the deltaic Bengal *? 
d sand carried down by 


It has been observed that silt an 
the river had gradually raised its bed. When the bed was 
the accumulated waters- 


raised above the surrounding level, 
naturally sought for а new channel. The Bhairava, one of 


the branches, might have originated in this way." * There are, 
however, indications that once it served as one of the main 
outlets of the Gangetic waters./5 At present, however, 
it is not a very significant branch and is dissected into three 
parts by the Jelangi and the Mathabhanga. It used to branch 
off from the Padma opposite Rampur-Boalia and emptied 
itself into the Haringhata estuary.7° 

Gradual silting ир of river-beds and the consequent rise 
of the adjoining levels led to the development of other 
distributaries and redistributaries of the Ganges; suen as the 
Mathabhanga, the Kumar, Nabaganga, Chitra etc. 

Of these channels, the history of the Kumar is more 
traceable than that of any other. Branching off from. the 
Mathabhanga, at present it joins the Garai and the a 
outfall being known in different parts as the Garai, Ma "e 
Silaidaha and the Baleswar discharges into the sea through the 


Нагіпрћаќа? 


4 пе! 5 atlas у 
According to Ren iya, Jessore and Faridpur. 


north of the districts Е ak 
A little below its junction with the m EA E 
channel called Barasia which flowed sout Wa ii Ls 
parent stream continued its course ic Spa jn ra ; 
The Edilpur copper-plate of Sricandra’® mentions Kumara 


. 52. 
73 K. Bagchi, The Ganges Delta, P. 


74 Ibid. 

75 Ibid. 

76 Ibid. P. 54. 

77 Ibid, P. 53. 

78 EI, XVII, Р. 190. 
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talaka-mandala and this 
have been geographically a 
Existence of the afor 


political sub-division is supposed to 
ssociated with the Kumar. 79 
esaid stream can perhaps be traced 
back even to Ptolemy's time (2nd century A.D.) if not earlier. 
He mentions the Kamberikhon as the third mouth of the 
Ganges? and, it has been identified with the Kumar- 
Haringhata outfa]] 53 It is thus possible that in the second 
Century A.D. it formed one of the main channels of the Ganges. 
Another important rive 


г of Central Bengal in the mediaeval 
Period was the Yamuna. 


It has now silted up. In Rennel’s 
map it appears to bea very narrow stream, In the fifteenth 
century, however, int pradasa, the Yamuna was a 
mighty гіуег.8° The Рауапайӣ 


» Dow flows through і 
Rangpur. In Rennel’s 


and Karatoya. 


: r and takin the name 
charged into the Ganges at Juffarganj near the 
1 


79 HBR, Vol. I, p, 196, 
80 Ptolemy, VIL I 18. 
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Trisrotà (abbreviated into Teesta) meaning ‘three streams’.°* 
We may add here that in Rennell’s map 2 very narrow stream 
is shown as Tista C (creek) issuing out of the Teesta a few 
miles below the town of Jalpaiguri. It flowed south-east 
through the district of Rangpur and discharged into the 
Brahmaputra near Kaliganj. As indicated above, it is through 
this course that the Teesta flows at present. The “‘destructive 
floods" of 1787 might have been responsible for this hydro- 


graphic change.?^ 

day is almost a dead river. Its course is, 
however, well delineated in Rennel’s Atlas. According to it 
the Karatoya flowed first south and then south-east past 
Ghoraghat, Shibgunj, Mustanagar and Bogra and met the 
Atreyi to the South of Shahjadpur. Inthe maps of Jao de Barros 
and Kantelli de Vinela (1683) a river flowing direct north to 
south is called Coar. It flowed through the kingdom of 
Reino de Komotah and another stream flowing north-west 
joined it immediately below that Kingdom. Reino de Komotah 
corresponded to Rangpur and Cooch Behar. So the river 
flowing through this state may be identified with the Karatoya, 
whereas the second channel may represent the upper course 
of the Brahmaputra. Such a suggestion is strengthened by 
the fact, pointed out by Hunter, that the people living on the 
banks of the Karatoya believe that it is identical with the 


Brahmaputra.?* 


Tavernier (1666) spea 


flowing from the north.?* е 
its identity with tbe Karatoya. 


The Karatoya to- 


ks of a large river named Chativor 
The name of the river may suggest 
In the map of Van den 


84 D. R. Bhandarkar onee 165 
8 it. Vol. VIL Р. 192: 
5 Hunter, ор. AN Ais present Teesta also was an old bed of the river. 
Braucke sents the Teesta as an affluent of the 

n n а ^. Teesta С (Creek) represents the Teesta 

rahmapu 

at present. 61 

86 Hunter, op. cit. P- 167. 
, Ор. f д . 185. 

87 Tavenier's Travels i" India, (BK p, Р.1 
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Broucke (1660) the Karatoya is a much wider stream. Accor- 


‘ding to Mirza Nathan it flowed Past Ghoraghat and in the 
rainy season the river was "impassable"$5, 


In the Ramacarita of Sandhyakaranandin the Karatoya is 
said to have formed the eastern boundary of Varendri.5? 
Hsüan Tsang in the seventh cen 
mighty river while travelling from Pun-na-fa-tan-na (Pundra- 
vardhana) to Kia-mo-lo-po (Kamarüpa)*9 In the Tang-Shu 
the river between these Countries is called Ka-lo-tu.21 Watters 
identified Ka-lo-tu with the Brahmaputra.92 


sion Ka-la-tu- js clearly a Chinese Corrupti 
-Karatoyà. 


tury A. D. crossed over a 


But the expres- 
on of the name 


The Puranas?? and 


the tirthayatra Section of the Mahab- 
hàrata glorify the sacre 


dness of the Karatoya.*« 
The Atrai at present branch 
joins the Jamuna in the R 
Rennel's Atlas it flow: 


es off from the Punarbhavà and 
ajshahi district. According to 
of Dinajpore, 
east through the 
jadpur. The map of 


92 Ibid. 


ui ар Purüna, ХХІ : Markandeya Purana, YI, 21-25 
bh., їп, 85; Үогїпї tantra, Ї, II, 60,1 12, 69 - 
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Rennel’s map it seems that once the Mahananda discharged 
itself into the Karatoya. The latter river thus carried enormous 
amount of water, the outfall of a number of rivers of North 


Bengal. 


It is а pity that with the exception of the Karatoya the 


history of none of the above rivers of North Bengal can be 
traced beyond the later mediaeval age. It is also noteworthy 
that there are remarkable differences between the present 
courses of these rivers and those indicated in late mediaeval 
sources. The reason behind the great changes within a com- 
paratively short span may have been the devastating. flood 
of 1787. It seems to have changed the course of the Teesta. 
Since then, it appears, this river failed to supply waters to 
the sister streams. This naturally led to the rapid silting up 
of the beds of the three rivers, Viz., the Karatoya, Atreyi and 
the Punarbhava.°® Gradually they were probably reduced to 


their present straits. 
D 

The Brahmaputra, the mighty river of North and South-east 
Bengal, rises in the Manasa Sarobara in Tibet and then running 
eastward it takes а vicious turn into Assam. Flowing through 
Assam it enters Bengal through the borders of Rangpur and 
Cooch Behar districts. The main Volume of its water then 
flows into the Jamuna district from the river mentioned above. 
The joint stream flowing through the borders of the districts 
of Bogra and Pabna on the one hand, and those of Mymensingh 
and Dacca, on the other, joins the Padma. The latter unites 


the Nadiya Rivers, 1915, Appendix A), 
Fisher was ordered to inespect the old 
course of the Brahmaputra from the Jenai and report why the 
former was smothering away. It was thus a difference of not less than 
forty years between the change of the course of the Teesta on the one 
hand and the deterioration of the Brahmaputra on the other. Major 
Hirst came to conclusion that between 1787 and 1820 the Jenai slowly 
and from 1850, sixty-three years after the * 


d in importance 
become the main channel of the Brahmaputra. 


Hirst (Report on 


95 MajorF. C. 
tin 1824. Lt. 


pointed out tha 


increase! 
Teesta flood, it had 


32 HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY OF BENGAL 


with the Meghna between the districts of Faridpur and Noa- 
khali and then discharges into the Bay of Bengal. 

channel still known as the Brahmaputra comes ou 
Jamuna near the place of their meeting. 

the Mymensingh district and unite wit 
joint stream debouches into the Bay of 
opening between the districts of Noakhali 


According to the map of Ren: 


Another 
t of the 
It then flows through 
h the Meghna. The 
Bengal through the 
and Buckergunj. 

nel, the Brahmaputra skirting 
along the Garo hills, ran South-eastward from Dewanganj, it 
flowed past Sherpur, Bygonbari, through the district of 
Mymensingh. Flowing east of the Madhupur Jangle and its 
lastern part of the Dacca district it united with the Meghna 
near Sunerampur in Tippera district, 

The streams are, howeve 
off from the Brahmaputra у 
with the Meghna, the othe 
Rennel's 


T, Shown in this map as branching 


one a little above its confluence 
r a littl 


th discharging into the Dhales- 
Wari. The holy bathing place of Lungalbund is on this old 
bed of the Brahmaputra. 


We can thus trace at-least three full Or partial courses of 
this river : (1) nt main course through the Jamuna ; 
(2) the course through the Mymensingh district and (3) the 
old bed of the Brahmaputra in Rennes Atlas. 

There are indications that the present main Course of the 
hmaputra was th inci 
тейіаеуа] period. 


сумо » in his Commentary on tke 
"Ша ої Vatsyayana, Places Уаћра to the east of the 
uhitya (identified with the Brahmaputra)®?. This has gene- 
ly been taken to indicate that Уайва atleast in the thirteenth 
Century А. D., denoted the territory to the east of the Jamuna, 


96 Kamasutra, P. 295, 
SINCE Vanga- 


Lauhityat Püryeng, 
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ie.,the districts of Dacca, Mymensing, etc. But a consider- 
able portion of this tract lies west to the course of the 
Brahmaputra as delineated in Rennel’s map. 

Hence if we attach any value to the information of Уабо-- 
dhara, it is better to assume that his Lauhitya was the Jamuna,. 
the present main course of the Brahmaputra. 


We admitthat it is highly doubtful whether Ya$odhara 
had a clear conception of the geographical denotation of 
Vanga. The Madanpada (Kotalipada Parganah of the Faridpur 
district) Copper-plate of ViSvarupasena (13th Century A.D.?5) 
records the grant of the village of Pinjokasthi situated in 
Vikramapura-bhaga in Vanga within Pundravardhana-bhukti. 
The provenance of the inscription may suggest that the 
Kotalipada region was a part of Vanga in the thirteenth 


century A.D.°° 
It appears that the Brahmaputra in the early mediaeval 


period flowed through the Jamuna channel. Sometime later 
it flowed atleast partially through the old bed referred to in 
Rennel’s map. By Rennel's time the river had begun to 
flow through the Mymensing district. Ultimately, however, 
its main volume of water began to flow again through the 


Jamuna channel. 


The Saktisangamatantr 
from the sea up to the Brahmaputra denoted Vanga. 


A Mandasore inscription of a much earlier period alludes to 
the Lauhitya.*°* 

As has already been observed the change of the course: 
of the Teesta is supposed to have had been responsible for 
the fluctuation of the course of the Brahmaputra via the 


а states that the entire territory 
100 


98 IB, P. 132 ff. 
99 НВК, Vol.1, P. 35- 
100 Saktisahgamatantra, Pt. тп, Ch. VIL verse 17. (Gos, no. civ, 


P. 67). 
2 ana-gahanopatyakat in the Mandasore- 


10! Cf. Alauhityopakanthat tala-v 
(СП. III. PP. 142-48.) 


inscription ої YaSodharman- 


3 
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Jamuna at present, 
Fisher was ordered t 
deteriorating. So the 


Major Hirst’s report is that in 1824 


egan to serve 
But in that case 


garded as being totally i 
of the Brahmaputra, 
All the rivers of Western B 


shifting of the course 


engal, excepting the Sarasvati, 
originate from the Chotanagpur Plateau and bear the charac- 


teristics of hill streams. Important rivers of West Bengal are 
the Ajai, Damodar, Darakegvar, Kasai, the Ripnarayan etc, 
The Damodar at Present enters Bengal at Barakar and flows 


south-east past Raniganj, Andal and Burdwan, A little below 
the last place it sudden 


‘confluence, 


In Rennel’s map (1764-77) the 
lowing Dorth-east fro 


Ksemananda (1640) 
*Manasar Bhasam „хоз 
The old Course 


‘Course in his 


as shown in Rennel's map 
ted by the Behula wh; i 


102 Renne] 


15 ; Bengal Atlas, Sheet 


3 Ksemananda, ed. by Bijan В 


no. 7. 
ihari Bhattacharya, Р. 23, 
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from the Damodar into the Bhagirathi near about Kalna, may 
represent the course of the Damodar as shown in Van den 
Broucke's map. This course is indeed called Banka Damodar 
by Кегакадаза Ksemananda.*°* 

In Rennels map the course of the Ripnarayan is shown 
as corresponding to its present bed. As has already been 
observed in early ages the Riipnarayan united with the Ganges 
a little above Tamralipta or Tamluk, At present, however, 
these two rivers join a little below Tamluk. This hydrographic 


change was probably due to the shifting of the Sarasvati branch 


of the Ganges. 

The present Ajai fairly represent the course of the river 
as shown in Rennel’s atlas.*°° 

Of great antiquity is the river Kansai. At present it flows 
-circular way past Midnapore and then runs parallel 


in a semi 
In Van Den Broucke’s map, 


to the Rupnarayan up to the sea. 
however, the river, on which Midnapore is situated, is shown 


as flowing into the Епрпагауа) near Nannger. In Rennel's 
map Narangur is situated on the river flowing south of the 
Kansai and ultimately joining the latter. The combined fall of 


these rivers is now known as the Haldi. 
Kalidása!?9 refers to a river called Kapisa. In the fourth 


canto of the Raghuvarisa it is stated that Raghu crossed over 
this river to Utkala. The implication is that Kapisa served 
as the eastern boundary of Utkala. This river has been 
identified with the present Kansai. H. C. Raychaudhuri 
suggests that the easternmost mouth of the five mouths of 
Ptolemy’s Ganges represents the Kansai. It is difficult to 
say how far Dr. Raychaudhuri is correct. We can only observe 
that the present Kansai has no connection with the Ganges ; 
atleast it was not a distributary of the latter. 

It is quite clear from the above discussion that the hydro- 
graphy of Bengal has changed in different ages. 

FADE d BE. 


104 Op. cit. И а 
105 In the Akbarnama mention is made of a river called Mangalkot. 


Beveridge (Akbarnamá, III, P. 697, f. n. 2) thinks itto be the Ajai. 
106 RaghuvariSa, ТУ, 37. 


CHAPTER Ш 


GANGARIDAE 


It would have only been natural for the physical barriers 


like rivers in early and early mediaeval ages to influence the 
growth of kingdom and administrative divisions in Bengal. 
One of the earliest such kingdoms or territory, which may be 
relevant to our study is known to Scholars as Gangaridai or 
Gangaridae, 


The term Gangaridae and its у: 
ridum and Gangarides are found 


cal authors.* Dioborus writes : *He (Alexander) had obtained 
from Phegeus a description of the country beyond the Indus. 


First came a desert, which it would take twelve days to tra- 
Verse ; beyond this was the river called the Ganges, which 
had a width of. thirtytwo Stadia, and a greater depth than any 
other Indian river p 


beyond this again were Situated the domi- 
nions of the nation of the Braisioi (Prasioi) and the Gan- 
daridai."? 


ariants Gangaridai, Ganga- 
in the accounts of the classi- 


An almost similar account is furnished by Quintus Curtius 
Rufus who tells us that the Ganges is the largest river in India 


and its further bank Was inhabited by two Peoples, viz, the 
Gangaridae and the Pharrasij.® 


According to Pliny again ‘the final part? of the Ganges 
flowed ‘through ¢ 


‘Gangarides’.5 тұ is inter- 
Virgil (Geogr. Ш, 1, 27), Valerius Flaccus (Argon, lib, VI, 1). 
Diodorus, XVII, 93, 

Mccrindle, Invasion of Ind, 


ia by Al der th ibed 
by Arrian etc., Р. 221. y exander t, пе Great as descri € 
4 Strabo, ХУ, 1, 13, 


Pliny, BK, Ly, 22, 


= 
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esting to note that Pliny also refers to a people called Ganga- 
rides-Calingae.® 

Ptolemy, who mentions the five mouths of the Ganges 
further tells us that “all the region about the five mouths of 
the Ganges is occupied by the Gangaridai with the following 
city—Gange, the royal city...146° П 1:2 


Topographical descriptions in these extracts apparently 
refer to one and the same territory which bereft of any 
inflexion was Gangarid (ae). This country was on the lower 
courses of the Ganges and was contiguous to Or incorporated 
within the land of Prasii. At the same time it lay near 
Calingae as well. 

Pras (ii) appears to be a Greek transliteration of the Indian 
term Pracya, signifying the eastern division of India of the 
Purápas.9 According to the annalists of Alexander’s invasion, 
the Prasioi were under the Nandas of Magadha.? Calingae of 
Pliny undoubtedly was the ancient Kalinga, which according 
to the Mahabharata occupied the coast to the south-east of the 
Vaitarani, and up to the Godavari.*° 

Ptolemy, however, is more accurate in locating the country 
of Gangaridae. According to him, as we have already noted, 
all the region about the five estuaries of the Ganges is occu- 
pied by the Gangaridai.** It is interesting to observe that the 
difference between the longitudes of the westernmost and 
easternmost mouths of the Ganges, according to Ptolemy, 


Pliny, BK IV, 22 
Ptolemy, VII, 1. 13. 
Monahan, The Early 
Diodorus, ХУП, 93 + 
tical History of Anci 
10 Mbh, III, 114.4. Mcerindle 
Calingarum Pliny probably meant 
Kalingas. The conclusion was Pro 
homogeneity of Ай825 Vangas an 
P. 364) 
11 Ptolemy, УП, 1, 18- 


History of Bengal, P. 16. 
Mecrindle, Op. Cit ; H. C. Raychaudhuri, Poli- 


ent India, Р. 231 f. 
thinks that by the term Gangaridum 


that the nation was a branch of the 
bably derived from the age old 
d Kalingas (Mccrindle op. cit., 


© оз а 
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is 4°22 And the distance between 
near which the present easte 
of the river debouche, is als 


Tamluk and Chittagong!?, 
Tamost and westernmost channels 
© about the same. 

No doubt Ptolemy's conce 
Nevertheless, these betray hi 
graphical positions of 
length of the coast intervening the 
Ganges and Ptolemy's Ganges are 
extreme points of latter's discharge 
each other. This presupposes the 
main channel of that river in the е 
tian era or еуел earlier, 


furthest mouths of modern 
apparently the same, the 
Were widely separated from 
existence of. more than one 
arly centuries of the Chris- 
They may well have been the old 
land the Райта ; and the land of 
these channels. The author of the 


On its bank is 


а market-town Which has the Same name as the Tiver,” 14 


й nges, according to Ptolemy, 
> 15) and th t Ч 4 

bole (148° 39°. 1з су ) © easternmost mouth is Ante 

| and 22° 48° respec- 


2° 21° (The Oxford 
1958, Pp. 55, 63.). 


14 | 
15 D.C, Бигсаг. 
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hardly be regarded as an 


full syllable (ri) in Gangaridae can 
ubstantiated on the basis 


augment and, in fact, can hardly be 5 
of an analogy. 


It is, however, interesting to observe that the stem of the 
various inflected forms—Gangaridai, Gangaridae and Ganga- 
ridum is Gangarid.:? The fact that the same country is called 
Gangaridae as well as Gange suggests that -rid(ai) is not an 
integral part of its name. Hence We may think that Gangarid 
might have been the Greek transliteration of some such Indian 
compound as Ganügaá-hrd or Ganga-hrdaya*", literally meaning. 
the ‘heart of the Ganges’- Such an import is in keeping with 
the suggested topographical position of this land in question. 
Situated between the Bhagirathi and the Padma it could be 
rightly described as the ‘heart of the Ganges’. 


A Chinese text also furnishes us with some relevant infor- 


mation. The Chien Han-Shu (of the Ist century A.D.) states 
that “from the frontiers or Je-nan (Tonkin), from Siuwen and 
Ho-pie sailing for five months one reaches the kingdom of 


Tu-yuan. Sailing again for four months one reaches the 
kingdom of Yi-lu-mu. Sailing again for more than twenty days 
one reaches the kingdom of Chen-li. Then going by land 
route for more than ten days one reaches the kingdom of 
Fu-kan-tu-lu. From Fu-kan-tu-lu sailing for more than two 


months one reaches the kingdom of Huang-che.”’*® 


K. A. N. Sastri has taken the name Huang-chi as referring 
to Kafichi.2® But it may be assumed, following Karlgren's 
System of pronunciation, that the name Huang-che was pro- 
nounced in Ancient Chinese 85 Gan-yi.2° Gan-yi certainly 


16 Itis found that Greek end in oi or ai while Latin texts have -ae. 
17 IHO, III, P. 729. 
18 Pelliot, T’oung Pao, ХШ, Р. 


19 IHO, XIV, P. 386. 
p. 772. See also B. Karlgren Апа- 


20 Comp. Hist. Ind. of India, vol. ЇЇ, 


lytic Dictionary of Chinese and Sino 


451. 


-Japanese, no. 169. 
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author of the Periplus. 


It appears that the Gangetic delta was once known imme- 
diately before and after the beginning of the Christian era as 
the ‘heart of the Ganges’ (бапра-ћудауау or the country of the 
Ganges. 22 Though the Seographical term has not been 


Huang-che with Ganga and inter- 
ing that “Tegular sailing from the 


already known in the second and 
d., Vol. II. P, TI2y. 
of Krsna II Ganga i 

and Magadha (EL Iv, p. 278) ides in 
Stated that t i сы 
NR he king of Gàügya о 


CHAPTER IV 
REGIONAL DIVISIONS 


ographical names which, 
data, may be taken to 
f Bengal These names 
n the basis of the impli- 


Indian sources mention several ge 
On critical examination of relevant 
refer to different regional divisions o 
«can be divided into several groups 0 
cations of their geographical connotations. 


A 
PUNDRAVARDHANA, VARENDRA 


e formed by the names Pundra, 


One such group may b 
Paundra and Pundravardhana or Paundravardhana. With this 
arendri. 


group we may associate Varendra or Vi 


Pundra finds no mention in the Rgveda. The antiquity of the 
name goes back to the date of the Aitareya Brahmana where 
the Pundras are mentioned along with the Andhras, Sabaras, 
Pulindas and Mutibas.t They are further referred to in the 
Sankhyayana Srauta шта“ the M ahabharata,? the Натуатга“, 


the Jaina-kalpasürta* and in the Ramayana®. 


None of the texts mentioned above furnishes us with any 
evidence regarding the geographical denotation of the term 
Pundra or Pundravardhana. The digvijaya section of the 


Mahabharata,” however, may provide us with a possible clue. 
The epic hero Bhima there in his East Indian campaign is 


Book VII, 18 ; Haug's translation, PP. 469-70. 


XV, 26. 

Mbh, I, Civ, 52-55 ; II, XXX. 
Hariyarisaparva, XXXI, 33-42. 
Jacobi, SBE, P. 288. 
Ramayana, ТУ, XL, 23-25. 
Mbh, П, XXX. 
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Said to have killed the 


having conquered Pu 
Vangas. 


king of Modagiri (Monghyr) ; then 
ndra and Kausiki-Kaccha, he fell on the 


According to geologists the river Kusi or 
Kausiki) once flowed through North Bengal This is also 
Supported by old traditions quoted by Dr. Buchanon 
Hamilton.) So Kausiki-Kaccha may refer to “the banks of 
the river Kosi” in North Bengal. It is not unlikely that they 


Occupied the Southernmost regions of North Bengal and that 
the Ganges (present Padma) flow 


Kosi (Sanskrit 


the whole of it. 


crossed the Ganges and after а jou 
the Pun-na-fa-tan-nqio country" 
їап-па the pilgrim tra 


> and that “from Pun-na-fa- 
river, and came to Ка- 


Velled east above 900 1i, crossed a large 
mo-lu-p'o* 11 


Ka-chu-wy-k pj 
Kankjol, 18 miles 
can be restoreg as 


-lo has been ide 
to the south or Ra -па-ја-тап-па 
Pundravardhana SENT 


he river, which the 
8 JASB, 1895, PP. 1-24, 
9 Traditi 
ed f. 


Ancient Geog, 


тарћу of India 
» Ор, cit., Р. 185; 


> P. 478. 
Unningham 


з ОР. cit., р. 480. 
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Chinese Pilgrim crossed over to Ka-mo-li-po (Кататира), may 
be identified with the Karatoya.** 


Hsüan-tsang's Pun-na-fa-tang-na, therefore, was geographi- 
cally confined between the Ganges on the west and the 
Karatoya on the east. Probably the Padma branch of the 
Ganges separated it from Kargasuvarpa? ? on the south. 


From the Gupta period onwards, however, Pundravardhana 
or Paundravardhana formed a bhukti or a province under 
different imperial authorities. Subsequently it came to denote 
practically the whole of Bengal excluding the territory lying to 
the west of the Bhagirathi.*° 


Another geographical unit which was co-extensive with 


large tracts of North Bengal was Varendra or Varendri. 

The lexicon called TrikandaSesa refers to Varendri as an 
integral portion of Pundravardhana.*? This is corroborated 
by several epigraphic documents. The Silimpur inscription, 
belonging to the reign of Јауараја of Катагйра, mentions 


river Ka-lo-tu flowed between 
Ka-lo-tu, it appears, is the Chinese: 
though Watters (op. cit., P. 187) 
According to the Yoginitantra 
was the western boundary of 


14 According to T'ang Shu the 
Pundravardhana and Kümarüpa. 
pronunciation for Karatoya, 
mistook it for the Brahmaputra. 
(1, 11, 60) also the Karatoya 
Катагӣра. 

15 Hsüan Tsang refers to 
P. 191) and states that the Lo- 


it as Kie-lo-na-su-fa-la-na (Watters, op. cit., 
cho-mi-chi vihara or the Raktamrttikà- 
уіһага was in this locality. Cunningham (op. cit., p. 500) restored 
Kie-lo-na-su-fa-la-na 25 Kiranasuvarna, which according to him 
“must be looked for along the course of the Suvarnariksha river, 
somewhere about the districts of Singhbhum and Barabhum. ” 
Recent discovery of a seal at Chiruti in the Murshidabad district 


(Monthly Notice, Asiatic Society, July 1963; EI, XXXVII, PP. 25-28) 
referring to the Mahavihara of Raktamrttikà (Sri-Raktamrttika- 


matma)-hüvaiharik-arya-bliksu-Esamighel s [у] а.) definitely shows that 
at least the Chiruti region formed portions of Karnasuvarna. 


16 See Chapter V. 
17 Trikandasesa, Pri: 
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Varendri as being included wi 
The Kamauli Plate29 (L. 38) о 
of land to a Brahmin famil 
to the Tarpandighi Copper 
Varendri was within the 

is used in a few more inscri 


thin the country of Pundra.?® 
f Vaidyadeva records the grant 
y belonging to Varendri. According 
-plate inscription? of Laksmanasena 
Pundravardhana-bhukti. The term 
ptions as a geographical unit.?* 


The Madhainagar inscription?? of the reign of Laksmana- 


village called Dipaniya-Pataka 
near Капіарига in Varendri 


Another inscription? Tefers to Natari as a village in Varendri. 


he Madhainagar grant may be identified 
of the Dinajpore? 


Kantapura of t 
with Kantanagara 


the extensive Tegio 


Rajshahi and Dinajpore Corresponded t 


In the third canto of the Ramacarit, 
gives an account of the land of V. 
denotation, topography, 
Varendri Was bounded 
Koratoya on the east,27 


By the Ganges, Sandhyakaranandj 
Present Райта whic 


Уагепагі. 


о Varendrj, 


4,** Sandhyakaranandin 


arendri—its geographical 
flora, fauna etc, We are told that 
by the Ganges on the South and the 


n evidently meant the 
Ssed over for entering 
d by the Rümacarita 


18 EI, XIII, PP, 283-95, 
DREG II, P. 347 f. 
20 N 


21 won Prasastt refers to а guild of artists of Varendra 
N. *- Majumdar, Фр. cit., РР. 42-56) The Keoar image inscription 
idi Varendri (Er, XVII, P. 355). According to the Devipurana 

Ta Was an Important seat of Sakta i 

22 N.G. Majumdar, Фр. cit. Р. 106 gr. per ridi 

23 A.K. Maitreya, Gaudalekhamata, P. 133 

24 HBR, P. 20. ў 

25 Ibid, 

26 For the date Of the wo; 

WOrk see Introducti ā i R. G. 

с no AA Gi Mannan 100, Ramacarita, ed. 

7 


Ramacaritam, TH, 10, 
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regarding the geographical denotation of Varendri is thus 
more substantial in character.** 


The western boundary of Varendr 
means clear to us. 


т is, however, by по: 


aritg?9 Varendri was one of the 
e empire of Vallalasena. The 
g of the territory of 


According to the Vallalaci 
constituent provinces of th 
Tabagat-i-Nasiri mentions Barind as а win 
Lakhnawati on the eastern side of the Ganges.^? 


Varendri also formed an administrative unit under the 


political division of Pundravardhana-bhukti.** 


B 
SUHMA AND RADHA 


The antiquity of the term Suhma may be traced back to: 
the time of Patañjali who flourished in the second century 


B. С.зз In his Mahabhasya reference is made to Suhma 
along with Vanga and Pupdra.*? According to Jaina tradition- 
though of a much later date —contained in the Ayaranga sutta, 
Mahavira travelled among the pathless countries of the Ladhas. 


in Vajjabhumi and Subbhabhumi.^^ 


e to the Suhmas as an ea 
d Puranic sources.? * 


Ample referenc stern people can 
The digvi jaya 


be obtained from epic ап! 


28 In the Vallalacarita 
of Siva is mentioned as belongi 
39) уо edu H3 В. Влае ваа 
30 Tabaqat-i-Nasiri, Vol. T; 
31 ІВ, p.99 fr ; Ibid, P. 106 fi. З 
32 ІА, I, РР. 299-302: Belvalkar. Systems of Sanskrit Grammar, Р. 32. 
33 Mahübhasya under Pániniya ТУ, 2- 52; 
34 SBE, XXII, BK. І, PP. 84°: In Buddhi 
Jaina tradition refers to Ladha of Lada. 
35 Натуатба, Harivamsaparva, XVI, 34,42; Bhavisyapurana, XLVI, 
49; Mbh, I, CIV, 53, 55: ICXIIL 29 ; 11, XXVII, 21; 11, ХХХ, 
16, 25. 


a sacred place having a temple 
he eastern part of Varendri. 


one Mahasthana, 
ng to t 


st tradition it is Lala while- 
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‘section of the Mahabharata, however, 
locating the Suhmas beyond enlisting them as an ethnic stock 
of the east. It is stated that Bhima, in course of his eastern 
campaign defeated the Уайзаз and then subjugated the rulers 

of Tamralipta, Karvvata, Suhma and the peoples inhabiting 


Coastal regions.?9 It definitely indicates the proximity of 
Suhma to the sea as well as to Tamralipta. 


is more precise in 


The above inference receives further corroboration 
from the account of Raghuvarnga3? об Kalidasa, which seems 


to indicate that the entire tract between the Bhagirathi 
and the Kansai Stretching southward as far as the sea belonged 
to the Suhmas.?5 Hence Tamralipta also appears to have had 


formed, in the days of Kālidāsa, the Southernmost region of 
Suhma abutting on the Sea. 39 


This to Pographical rel 


ation is also suggested by the Dasga- 
kumaracarita of Dandin 


- It refers to Damalipta as a thriving 
ce belonging to Suhma.+® рата- 
ndra, is а Synonym for Tāmalipta 

or Tamralipta.41 


36 Mbh, IL XXX, 16, 237, The Karvvajàs uf. 
by the Kharwars of 


37 Raghuvarisa, IV, 35. 

38 See our discussion ystem of Vanga. In the 
Brhat-Saihita, is placed between Vanga and 
Kalinga. 


the Matsya Purana (Ch. 113), 
and Kalki Purana (Ch. XIV), 
39 


5a shows that Ra, 
the sea- 
TObably 


ghu in course of his cast- 
Coast dark with plam-trees and 
bears an allusion to the proximity 


paign reached 
defeated the Suhmas, It p 
of Suhma to the sea. 


PaSakumaracarit VI, Ed 
. Kal і 
Abhidhanacintamani Bhim Kbapge 2 1926. y 


40 
Al 
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As has already been stated Tamralipta in the digvijaya 
section of the Mahabharata is dissociated from Suhma, Karv- 
vaia and other coastal regions.** The Puranas mention it 
as a territorial unit through which tbe Ganges flowed.** 
In the seventh century A.D. Hsüan Tsang travelled 900 /i 
from San-mo-ta-to to To-mo-li-chi which was 1400 i in 


"Circuit.** 


nt that Tàmralipta in the early centuries 
of the Christian era sometimes formed a separate political 
unit and sometimes belonged to Suhma. Its incorporation 
Within Vanga, is however vouchsafed by no other evidence 


but a Jaina Prajfiapand.* * 


It is thus appare 


rred to as an eastern country in the Brhat- 
's Kavyamimarmsa.** The Pava- 
he 13th century A.D.,*® on the 
other hand, locates the Suhma country along the valleys of 
the Bhagirathi.!? If we accept the reading Suma instead of 
Brahma®® in verse 33 of this Kavya, we may perhaps 
suggest that the Triveni region in the Hooghly District, where 
the Yamuna and the Sarasvati emanate from the Bhágirathi*?, 


Suhma is refe 
samhita** and in Rajasekhara 
пада of Dhoyi, a work of t 


-Samhità (XIV, 5) also mentions 


42 Mbh, 1, XXX, 23-27. The Brhat 
rvatas as peoples of the eastern 


together the Suhmas and the Ka 
division. 
43 Matsyapurüna, CXXI, 50-51. 
44 Watters, Travels of Hiuen Tsang, Vol. II, PP. 189-90, 
45 IA, XX, P. 315. 
46 Byhatsariihita, X, 315 X1» 5 XV E І 
47 Kavyamimansa (GOS, No. 1), P- 93. 
48 HBR, Vol. 1, PP. 363-65. 


49 Рауападшат, 27, 28, 32 ; ga-viciplutaparisurals 


Cf. the expression Gan 


in V. 27. 
50 Ibid, 33; Ct. Toyakridasarasanipaiat Suhmasimantininam. In some 
manuscripts е reading is...tad-Brahma...(Pavanadita, Ed. 


р. 11., n. 4) 


Chintaharan Chakravarty, У 
тапуа yatra niryati devi... 


51 Ibid, ...Bhagirathyastapan® 
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formed portions of Suhma e 
Suhma's proximity to the se 
of this poem.5? 


Ven in the 13th century A. ре 
а is perhaps indicated in verse 27 


Another geographical te 
According to a tradition, 
mentioned earlier, Vajjabhu 
nent parts of Ladha.54 


Tm related to Suhma was Radha. 
recorded in Jaina Аудтапра Sutta, 
mi and Subbhabhumi were compo- 


Subbhabhumi is generally taken to be 
the corruption of Suhmabhumi or Зићта, 55 And, the equation 


shows that only a portion of Ladha or Radha was known by 
the geographical term Suhma. 

It is not unlikely that Su 
erly portions of Radha, 
Was replaced by the term 
epigraphic documents, 


hma originally denoted the south- 
Subsequently it fell into disuse and 
Daksina-Ràdha of literary texts and 


Sometimes, however, even in the 
mediaeval period, the name Suhma was Occassionally used and 
extended to embrace the whole of Rádha.56 Nilakantha in his 


commentary on the M. ahabharata refers to Suhma and Radha 
as Synonymons terms,57 


52 Brahmottara, however, ya-Purana (СХХІ, 
50-51), is one of those ci i 


and that the Suhmas an € ethnic group (НО, 
however, Brahmottar is 
Satgaon (Ain-i- Akbari, ПТ, Р. 154). 

53 The capital of Suhma, according to V. 36 of the Pavanadütam, was 
Vijayapuri. Identification of this city is not beyond doubt. The 
Рауападтат, however, seems to indicate that itlayto the north of 
Triveni, where the Sarasvati and. the Yamuna branch off from the 
Bhagirathi. 

54 IA, XX, P. 375. 

55 See Jacobi, Acaraiiga Sūtra, B.K. I, VIII, Section 3 in SBE, XXIL. 

P. 84. 

Rájasekhara (10th centur. 


Y) uses the term Radha instead of Suhma 
Carptramattiart, Act, ру 
57. Mbh, 


56 


Ed, Panchanan Tarkaratna, P. 142 
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Radha is mentioned as Ladha in Jaina tradition.5? The 
Dipavaii$a5? and the Mahavarisa*? records the tradition that 
Ceylon was colonised by Vijaya who came from Simhapura 
in Lala, identified with Radha.?* The Khajuraho inscription 
of Dhanga refers to the wives of the kings of Kafici, Andhra, 
Radha and Айва as being imprisoned by the Candella ruler.°? 
In the Naihati Copper plate inscription of Vallalasena ancestors 
of the Senas are stated to have settled in Radha.°®. 


The Bhuvaneswar Pra$asti of Bhattabhavadeva?* refers to 
Radha as a ‘waterless’ and ‘arid region'—a description which 
is still applicable to the westerly lands of the Burdwan 
division, 
a-Praküía records a tradition that Radha lay 


The Digvijay 
2.95 


to the north of the river Damodar and to the west of баці 
According to the Tabagat-i-Nasiri Ral, i.e. Radha, was to 
the west of the river Gang and formed the left wing of 
Lakhnauti?9 The cumulative evidence seems to indicate 
that Radha in early mediaeval Bengal was coextensive with a 
large tract of the Burdwan Division and was separated from 
the rest of Bengal by the river Bhagirathi. 


In the map of Jao de Barros Rara is placed on the western 
banks of the Ganges opposite to Gauda and Bleave shows in 
the same place Para, evidently a mistake for Кага,5" The name 
disappeared from subsequent maps and is not traceable in 


the mahals of the Ain-i-Akbari. 
ЙК СУ SOA) TENA. qn 
58 ГА, XX, p. 375. 
6 Ріраутќа, IX. 
0 Маћауатба. IA, XIII, P. 36. 


64 ТВ, p. 35, 
£ Quoted from Vasumatt, 1340 (B-S. 
Tabaqat-i-Nasiri, I, PP. 584-85. 
67 ue suggests that Radha lay to the 
SB, N.S. IV, No. 5, P. 287. 


4 


) P. 610. 
The Ballalacarita of Anandabhatta 


West of the Ganges. 
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From the tenth century onwards epigraphic and literary 
documents refer to the sub-divisions of Radha, viz; 
Daksina-Radha and Uttara-Radha. The Gaonri inscriptton 
of Vakpati Мийіаєв mentions Daksina-Radha. In the well- 
known Tirumalai R. 


9 
ock Inscription of Rajendra Cola? 
Takkana-Ladam (i. e. 


Daksina-Radha) is distinguished from 
Danda-bhukti, Vangala-désa and Uttara-Radha. 

The Prabodhacandrodaya of Krsna Міќгато suggests that 
Bhurisresthika, identified with modern Bhusrsut?+ on the 
Damodar in the Hooghly district, belonged to Daksina- Radha. 
The Chandi of Kavikankana Mukundarāma,”? again, refers 
to Мауаргата and Dàmunyà in the Howrah and Hoogly 
districts. 


Uttira-Ladam (Uttara-Rad 
malai Rock Inscription of Raj 
to it is found in the І 


ha) is mentioned in the Tiru- 
endra Cola.'? Earlier reference 


ndian Museum Plates of Ganga king 
Devendravarman,'« to be dated in the 9th century A,D. The 
Belava Copper-plate of Bhojavarman'5 refers to the village 
of Siddhala in Uttara-Radha ; and, Siddhala has been identi- 
fied with Siddhangram in the Present Birbhum district? of 
West Bengal, Another insoription, Viz, the Naihati Grant 
of Vallalasena,77 Tecords the grant of a Village called Vallahi- 
ttha in Svalpadaksina-vithi of Uttara-Radha-mandala belonging 
to Vardhamana-bhukti. Vallahittha has been located in 
Balutiya on the Northern fringe of the B 


urdwan district.7® 
68 EI, XXIII, P, 105. 


X o xt 
69 SII, I, P. 96 3 IL, PP. 106-7, 

70 Prabodhacandrodaya, Nirnayasagar Edition, Canto II, PP, 52, 58, 59: 
71 HBR, P, 21. 


72 Calcutta University Ed. Pt. I, P. 20, 
73 SII, 1, P. 96 5 II, 106-7, 
74 EI, XIII, P, 74. 

75 IB, PP. 1424, 
16 HBR, P. 22, 

77 IB, PP, 68-80, 
78 VSPP, XVII, pp, 232- 


34 and map facing Р, 231. 
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In the Saktipur Grant of Lakmanasena, *? however, 
mention is made of Kankagrama-bhukti. The villages granted 
in this record are associated with the river Mora which defini- 
tely shows that Uttara-Radha denoted an area which at least 
Partly included the Mayuraksi Valley flowing through the 
Birbhum district. It is not quite unlikely that the river 
Ajay, forming the northern boundary of the present Burdwan 
district, separated Northern Radha from the South in mediaeval 
Bengal as well. 

On the east, Uttara-Radha seems toh 
by the Bhagirathi and as such large trac 
Murshidabad district could have been inclu 


Tegional sub-division. 


ave had been bounded 
ts of the present 
ded within this 


С 


GAUDA 


The Astadhyayi of Panini mentions one Gaudapura.®° 
Location of this Gaudapura is, however, not indicated. More 
helpful in this regard is the Arthasastra’s reference to Gauda 
along with Маћра and Pupdra.?* Association of these names 
May perhaps suggest that Gauda like Vanga and Pundra 
should have been in Eastern India. 


Varahamihira in his Brhatsarihi 


fom Paundra, Tamraliptaka, Vane 
С, 


та distinguishes Gaudaka 
Samatata, Vardhamána,?? 


A more definite picture emerges from a combined study 
Of certain literary and epigraphic testimonies. The Haraha 
inscription states that ]ganavarman caused “the Gaudas 
living in the sea-shore, tO remain within their proper realm 
79 EL XX З 
80 Pind NT: EC. Sen (Bangla Sahityer Itihasa Vol. I, 204 Ed. 

P. 4) thinks that the city of Gaudapura was situated in а region 
81 which was Aryanised and hence it aid not belong to eastern India. 
2 Se ed. Jolly, Vol. 1, Р. 51. 

rhatsamhita, XIV, 6-8. 
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in future,” 83 
as “lying in the 
thus incorporat 


- Gauda 
Another inscription describes the lord s 
watery fort of the sea?,54 Epigraphic e 
25 some coastal areas in Gauda. 


m 
+. noved fro. 
Hsiian Tsang’s itinerary shows that he n 


t ear the 
Tan-mo-li-ti to the country of Kie-lo-na-su-fa-la-na n 
Capital of Which w. 


Tegion he went to Wi 
have 


The fact that Hsiian T 
Moved from the country of Karnasuvarna MERE. 
Murshidabad district) to a Tegion in coastal Orissa 95 5 
Suggest that the territory of Karnasuvarna stretched 
littoral West Bengal, 


if it is 
This stands to reason even if it 
Suggested that Hstian Tsang went 


о 
from Кагђавиуагја E 
s r 
Wu-chwa through Tamralipta, but did not mention the latte 
described it, 
It is interesting to note 
айка as having been the kin 


of 
that Hslian Tsang speaks 
Apparently the same ruler і 


8 of this Karnasuvarna cona 

5 called in the Harsacarita а 
the lord of Gauda,s» Gauda under бабаћка might have. 
extended even beyond these limits. The Dubj plates allude 
to the struggle between Susthitavarman and Bhàskaravarman 
On the one hand, and the king of Gauda on the other.9° Тһе 
теріоп and 


In fact the Dubi 
а gift Originally made by Bhütivarman earlier 
Perhaps in N 


orth Вепра] эт The fact that Hstian Tsang 
33 вв ———— ft that Hsiian Tsang 
8. 


85 Watters, Tra 
86 Ibid. Р. 193, 


A 
В 
х 
БА 
5 
e 
м 
E 
E 


vels of Yuan Chwang, Vol. II, Р. 191. 
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w 
ent from Pundravardhana in North Bengal to Kamarüpa^* 


P indicate that one are was accessible to the other. 
аа the Gauda king Ѕабайка was а contemporary of 
em ушаш it is not unlikely that $а$айпКа was the Gauda 
m entioned in the Dubi plates. This inference extends 
uS rule to Pupdra.^* This means at least temporary 
We : e of the (political) name Gauda to North Bengal. 
ЧЕЙ not know whether this geographical term had been 
cM y used to denote the coastal area of Orissa up to Ganjam 

an epigraph of a subordinate of Sasánks was discovered. 
geographical term may 
According to it a 
ha or that Gauda 
he reign of Уа5о- 


be E» similar political use of the 8e 
king = in the Gaudavaho of Уакарай. 
S of Gauda was on the throne of Magad 
Pis under the ruler ot Magadha during t 
man of Kanauj.?* 
ры ке of political ог cultu t 
= in S un the mediaeval period may have sometimes been 
Perio for the wider connotation of the term Gauda. 
T Example we can refer to Yasodhara, a commentator 


о 
n the Kamasutra of Vatsyayana who states that Gauda 
4,95 The Saktisangma- 


prd southward as far as Kaling 
"tra again located Gauda between Vahga and Bhuvanesa, 


evi E 
idently Bhuvaneswar in Orissa." 


ci Nevertheless, parts of West Bengal 
Med with the name Gauda. Accordin 
crargharüghava, Campà Was the capital of the Gauda 
атра has been identified with Campanagari mentioned in 


me Ain-i-Akbari as a Sarkar of Mandaran.°® 
e 
93 WU op. cit., P. 185. 
е evidence of the Aryamanjusri 

94 ees postulates Śaśāħka’s rule over 
95 аан, VV. 414-17. 
96 ид Р. 295. 
97 са Р. 67. 
98 1 В, 1908, P. 279. 

Ain-i-Akbari, Vol. III, Р. 117. It lay on the left bank of the Damodar 

(Hunter, op, cit Vol. I, P. 368). 


ral influence of the Gauda 


continued to be asso- 


g to a drama, called 
S. 97 


mülakalpa, though not fully 


pundra. 
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st 
Gauda suggests that originally it denoted parts of We 
Bengal.?9 


; f 
ched up to the sea (i.e., the Bay of Bengal). With the extent 0 
suzerainty under Saginka 


limits of the Gauda cou 


of 


west as far as the Ganjam district in Orissa, 190 


of 
We 
the 
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~ e 
This survey of the different connotation of the nam 
And, sometimes at least the Gauda country stret- 


, the Gauda monarch, the P 
ntry expanded. It included PE 
North Bengal and may have even extended in the sout 


This expansion of the area denoted by the term Gauda 


по ; 5 
resulted in its application to the most powerful kingdom 


Sg. f 
early mediaeval period 191 which included atleast per 
St Bengal or areas which had already been associated Wi 3 
name concerned. In the inscriptions of the Rastraktitas ап 


the Pratiharas, Раја kings are styled Gaudeégvara, Сары 
Gaudarája еѓс,102 in the Deoparainscription, the lord of Gaud 


is mentioned among the rulers defeated by Vijayas 


Kavyddarsa of Dandin.1°4 


105 


106 


епа.108 

A wider denotation of the term can be traced in the 
It refers to Gaudi and Vaidarbh! 
of literary composition. Gauda їй 

о Eastern India in general. 

е name Саида is however betrayed 
which refers to Gauda, Sarasvata, 

kala.?5 The reason behind this 


HBR, P. 14, 


Ganjam Plate, EI, VI, P. 143 ft, 
. B. Chaudhury, Ethnic Settle 


Казуддагва, 1,40, 42. Rajasekhara mentions Vaidarbhi, Gaudiy4 

cet Pāñcāla as the three principal styles of literary composition | 
Vaidarbhi-Gangiya-Pafieala ceti rityastisra), й 
Sabdakalpadruma, Kanda II (under Gauda). Р. 370. Cf. Rajatarat- 
gini, IV, 468 ; EI, XXXII, P. 48. 


ABR, P. 14. ср Rajatarahgint, ТУ, 468, СЇ. ET, XXXII, P. 48. 
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According to the Monghyr grant, the attendants of Dhar- 
шарар, in course of his wandering campaigns, performed 
religious rites at Kedára, Сокагда, confluence of the Ganges 
and the sea and at other holy places.^^* 

5 The Khalimpur Copper plate again tells us that rulers of 

hoja, Matsya, Madra, Kuru, Yadu, Yavana, Avanti, Gandhara 
and Kira attended the installation ceremony of the king of 
Капуакиђја, 198 The passage leaves no room for doubt that 
the paramountcy of Dharmapala was acknowledged throughout 
Northern India. And this fact is clearly reflected in the 
epithet Uttarapathasvamin applied to Dharmapala in the 
Udayasundari-Kathd. 


Dharmapala’s son Devapala also exacted tribute from the 
om the Himalayas to the 


Whole of Northern India extending fr 

Vindhyas and from the Eastern to the Western осеап.1'° 
Extent of the empire of the early Palas might have been respon- 
sible for the use of the term Gauda as denoting Northern 


India in guneral.'?* 
The Bhoja-Prabandha records a tradition that Bhoja of 
the Рагатага dynasty of Malava ruled over Gauda and 
Daksipápatha.::? D.C. Sircar perhaps rightly points out 
that Gauda in the above context stands for Northern India**® 
as distinguished from the South. 
Extent of the imperial zone of the Pala kingdom under 
Dharmapala and Devapala can be surely accounted for the 
widest diffusion of the term Gauda, which, as 
been pointed out, sometimes came to denote Northe 


In general. 


107 EI, XVIII, PP. 304-07. 
108 Khalimpur Copperplate M У. ВІД E 
243 ff. 
ii Udayasundari-Katha, PP. 4-6. 
it Badal Pillar Inscription, V. 5. 
TE A: P. 14. Amis 
hojaprabandha, Calcutta Ed. P. 3. Г 

113 Studies in e Geography of Ancient and Medieval India, P. 121. 


12, Gaudalekhamala, 
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D 


VANGA 


The Vangas as a tribel 


People are mentioned in the Aitareya 
Aranyaka.114 The 


expression 


of the ethnic groups of 
Putas the exact significance 
bscure, the antiquity of the 
ague. 

The Уаћраз are, however, 
Baudhayana Dharmasütra, 116 
of Каш уа,:18 the Маћађћ 
Buddhist texts, 121 
other literary texts, 


Clearly referred to in the 


the Puranas, the Arthasastra 
ага!а219, 


In the Baudha yana Dharmasütra 


» the Уайраз are mentioned 
inalist of Peoples who lived in regions beyond the zone of 


Aryan civilization, ! 28 In the Puranas. however, they are 
often associated with the ethnic stock of the Angas, Pundras, 
Kalingas and Suhmas,124 whereas the Ramayana refers to the 


Майваз as one of the Peoples who bad Political alliance with 
the rulers of Ayodhya.125 


Arthasastra, IL, 11, 

119 Mbh., VIL, ISE Т, 215.9; П. 

120 Ramayana, TI, 10, 36-37. 

121 Ang, Nik., І, XIV, 3; Milin 

122 Mahabhasya, II, P. 282. 
Baudhayana Dharmasutra, Ti 25-31; 1. 

Mark, Pur., Р. 325 п, 


Ramayana, II. 10, 36-37, 


30 ; IIT, 253, 8. 


dapañho, VII, 3. 42. 
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White and soft cotton fabrics manufactured in Vanga are 
regarded to be of the finest quality." *^ 


But none of the texts mentioned above helps us in having 
any idea regarding the geographical denotation of the term 
Уайра, 
ahabharata, however, we 
f Modagiri Bhima subju- 
e ‘Potentate who ruled 
Then he fell on the 


5 In the Digvijaya section of the М: 
те told that having killed the king 0 
gated the ruler of the Pupdras and th 


volts banks of the river Kausiki’. 
айрав and having subdued the Tamraliptas, Karvatas, 


Suhmas, people living in coastal regions and barbarians, he 
reached the banks of the Lauhitya.*°" It is thus evident that 
potas, according to the Great Epic, was dissociated from 

undra, Tamralipta, Suhma, Karvata and at least parts of the 
Coastal areas of Bengal. Nevertheless. it did not exceed the 
Natural boundary formed by the river Lauhitya. Book XIV 
9f the Great Epic, however, seems to indicate the extent of 
Майга up to the sea.1?* 

In the fourth canto of the Raghuvanisa Kalidasa, while 
describing the conquest of Raghu. says that after having 
defeated the Suhmas, he exterminated the Wangas and set UP 
Pillars or victory a the islands situated within the streams 
9f the Ganges.12° 

Next it is stated that “haying (then) crossed the river 

аріќа with his army by means of bridges of elephants, he 
Proceeded towards Kalitga" through Utkala.!*? 


H This verse eas been interpreted by scholars, including e 
of. C. Raychaudhury, as indicating that the western boun ш 
Майга in the days of Kalidasa extended up to the 


127 Snigdham-dukulam. 


127 
128 
129 
130 
131 


See No. 118, Cf. Уаћгакат Śvetam- 
Mbh., П, 30. 

Ibid., XIV. 82, 24. 

Кавћпуатба, ТУ. 36. 

Ibid., ТУ. 38. 

HBR, Р, 15, 
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Kapita,ts: 


> t . e 
identified with modern Kasai flowing through thi 
Bankura an 


d Midnapore districts of West Bengal.!?? 


This conception of the 


geographical connotation of Vanga 
can bi 


Е f 
* questioned on several grounds. First, verse 50 a 
Canto IV of the Raghuvarnéa Clearly implies that by Vang 


Kalidasa denoted the land between the channels of the Ganges 
or the territory situated be 


Tathi and the Padma, 


Kasai Separated Vanga from Utkal 


the land, between the Bhàgirathi 
Southward up to the sea, forme 
the Kapi£a of Kalidasa flowed betwe 


a, It rather implies that 
and the Kasai stretching 
d а part of Suhma. Hence 
еп Suhma and  Utkala.' ?? 


It should be noted that Rughu first subjugated the Suhmas 
and then entered into Майра. So the Poet felt it tautologous 


to mention again the name of Suhma through which the hero 
was marching on his way to Kalinga. 


the extreme mouths of the Ganges, 


i Shite МАЊЕ 12.5 
132 The source of the Кариа, however, is stated to have been the Rksa- 
a's Каууатітатѕа (G.O.S.) are 
the Suvarnarekha, 

d 2 SLT, Allahabad session, 1965-66. S. M. 
Ali observes that “the deltaic triangle lies between the Bhágirathi- 
к кайта. "This appears to be coterminous with the 
f the Puranas, This identification is not only based 
Оп regional relationship but is also supported by Ptolemy’s account 
of Gangaridae and Kalidasa’, Raghuvarnsa(Geography of the Puranas, 
Р. 151). It must be Mentioned that the earliest epigraphic reference 
to Уайда is found in 4 Nagarjunikonda Inscription (EI, XX, PP. 
22-23) and in the Meherauli Pillar Inscription (СП. ПІ, P. 141). 


133 
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Md In the Dasakumaracarita of Dandin, on the 
erhand, Dàmalipta, a variant of Tamralipta, is referred to 
as a city within Suhma.*?* 
According to Yasodhara, а со! 
й Удізудуапа, Vanga lay to the east of the Lauhitya. It is, 
CARN difficult to describe the course of the Lauhitya or the 
SUAE inthe days of Yasodhara who belonged to the 
irteenth century A.D.*?" We have already seen that the 
course of this river fluctuated from time to time between the 
present Jenai which joins the Padma at Goalundo (23. 50 N., 


89.46 B.) and the old course of the Brahmaputra which, flowing 
ites with the Meghna at 


through the Mymensingh district UP 
preponderant during the 


Bhairavbazar. The latter channel was 
11 А.Р). But we cannot say 


meant Rennel's Brahmaputra. 


The Madanpada inscription of the thirteenth century 
SD ‚+98 belonging to the reign of үіќуагӣраѕепа throws some 
light on this problem. It records grant of a village called 
Pifijokasthi in Уайда within Pupdravardhana-bhukti. Pifijoka- 
sthi has been identified with Pinjari, 2 postal village near 
Madanpada in Kotalipada parganah of the Faridpur dis- 
trict.:39 From epigraphic evidence it is thus clear that at least 
Portions of the Faridpur district belonged to Vaüga!^? in the 
de ТА, XX. P. 375. 
ns Mai rimi VI, Mitraguptacarite- 

f. Varga Lauhityat Parvena, Kamasitra, 
"s positions are absurd. He had 


Chakladar remarks tha 
no personal acquaintance with the eastern part of 
in Ancient India: Studies in yatsyáyana's Kamasütra, Р. 66. The 
AMMEK, however, státes : Т шун бар аи 


137 Uu dd Cx (P. 325, V..92) 

13 Баля Empire, Р, 330. 

5 B, P. 132 f, D. С. Sircar, JAS (L), XX, Мо. 

"о JASB, 1896, Pt. I, pp. 6-15: = 
Н. С. Еау Chaudhuri (HBR, F- 15, n. 10), however observes зай 
Sonargaon the chief city of Vanga during the period of early Muslim 
rule, is situated about 2 miles inland from the Brahmaputra creek 
(Hunter, ор. cit. Мої. v, P. 71 and map.) 


mmentator on the Kamasutra 


days of Rennel's Survey (1764- 
Whether YaSodhara by Lauhitya 


2. P. 209 її. 


60 HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY OF BENGAL 
thirteenth century which j 


i ate- 
S not in consonance with the st 
ment of YaSodhara. 


however, Vanga and Her 

ms'“* and Harikela, which is RS 

of East India by I—tsing,!*? has ре 

equated with modern Sylhet,24s It must, therefore, ещ 
ons, lying to the east. of the Bra he 

> Yere once component parts of the geographical sys 

of Майра, 


таптаршта ha 


has 
of the geographical term either to the east or to the west 


But it is not quite unlikely 
ntext connotes the old course 

rmed the natura] boundary to the north 
and east of Майра,145 


ain this co 


n : te 
Early epigraphic and literary documents seem to indica 
the existence of diffe: 


ical 
Tent sub-divisions of the geographica 


Digvijaya-Prakasa, 
Sore and the adjoinin 
Ttions of the 


141 Abhidhanacintay 
142 Takakusa, I-ts 
nents, pp, 1 


nani, ТУ, 23. 
ing, p, ХІМІ; Chavan. 
06, 14-45, P. L, Pal (The 
ion to two 
ity, in Which H 
for Stihatta, 
143 In the Заклізай 


пе, Метоге de Religione Emi- 
Early History of Bengal, І, PP. 
manuscripts in the collection of 
arikela has been used as a synonym 


144 


145 
146 B 


азат ta, XIV. 8, 
147 


S. Mitra, YaSohar-Khutiap Iti 


hàs, P, 69, Digvtjayan-Prakata is a late 
work assigned to ©. 1600 Ату 
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In the Madanpada grant of Viévarüpasena!*? and the 


Idilpur Copper-plate of Ke£savasena!*?, Vikramapura has been 
referred to as another sub-division of Vanga. Provenance of 
the aforesaid inscriptions seem to indicate that Vikramapura, at 
least in the Sena period included portions of the district of. 


Багідриг.150 


The Kamauli copper-plate 
Anuttara-vanga or Southern Vanga, Í €., territorially equivalent 
to portions of Southern Bengal. It is not totally improbable 
that the Ganges might have flowed between northern and 
Southern Vanga as the river Ajay seems to have separated 
Northern Radha from Southern Rádha.!5* 

The Sahitya parisad Copper-plate of Vi&varüpasena! 5? refers 
to Vangala-vadabhu in the Ramasiddhi—Pataka of the Navya 
region of Vaga. Ramasiddhi is the name of a village in the 
Northern fringe of the Buckergunge district*** and Vañgāla- 
vada is regarded as being coextensive with the Gaurnadi region 


Of the same district.'95 It thus transpires that Navya was 
g the southern extremities of the 


met subdivision? 59 denotin 
acca division which abounds in creeks and rivers and is navi- 


gable (паууа) all through the year. 


The Rampal Copper-plate inscription 
dvipa which, according to scholars, corresponded to the 


Buckergunge district and portions ofthe districts of Faridpur 
and Khulna 128 The Madhyapada inscription refers to Vangala- 


Ar gy уље нео P 
ue ІВ, Р. 132 fi. 
15 Ibid, РР. 118-131. 
15 D. R. Bhandarkar Volume, p.342. 
1 1 EI,II, P. 349 ff ; Gandalekhamala, 
32 HBR, P. 22. 
A IB, P. 140 ff. 
ИВА 
Пеј шк 2, Р. 209. 
15; й B. Chaudhuri, op. cit. Р. 183- 
B, PP. 1-9; El, XII, РР. 136-42. 
158 ЕТ, XII, P. 141 : S. Mitra, Yatohar-O-Khulnar-Ithas P. 140 ; JRAS, 
1896, p, 130; JASB, 1873, P- 226. 


of Vaidyadeva**? refers to 


157 mentions Candra- 


p. 140 ff, 
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А dvipa. 
vada and ndra-dvipa, the latter being restored as чарка iss 
Vangalavada lay to the south of Ramasiddhi and the la 


been identified with a place in the Gaurnadi 


region of the 
Buckergunj district, 


hs 
Candradvipa was one of the re ae 
into which Sarkar Bakla was divided in the time of Toda 


= 5 а 
assessment.*®° It seems that Abul Fazl used Bakla a 
synonym for Candradvipa,1°2 


E 
VANGALA 


Another term, phonetically similar to Майра, was преса 
denote East Bengal in general, This is Vangàla. Tho, eig Up. 
epigraphic reference to Маћраја is found in the Nesari р/а! ed 
of Govinda III,1^? dated 805 A.D. It refers to Dharma oe 
Dharmapala) as the king of Vangala. This particular geog е 
phical term is mentioned in the Tirumalai rock inscriptos m 
Rajendra Calat®® and the Goharwa plate of Karna,* 


сона ба 15 
Cediking. In the Tirumalai Rock Inscription Vangaladesa 


A d » and 15 
described as a reign “where the Tain never stopped" an 
dissociated from Dai 


t 
ydabhukti, Uttara-Radha and DO 
Radha. The king of Vahgala-dega Was Govindacandra who 
easily be identified Wi 


n e 
th the ruler of that name belonging to th 
Candra dynasty of East Bengal, 

159 IB, P. що f. 


Bn ENDS WES 

> The Sahitya Parisad Copper plate records grant z 

eleven plots of land, two of which lay in Rámasiddhi-Pafaka 
Nàvya Tegion of Майга in the Paundravardhana-bhukti. 

160 Ani-i-Akbar;, Vol. 1 xa 

161 Ј.С. Jack, Bengal District Gazetters, XXXVI, PP. 132-3 CE 

is referred to ina miniature lebe] ina manuscript dated 1015 po 
(Foucher, Etude Sur L'Iconographic Bouddhique de L’Inde, Y. P. t 
no. 17), 

162 JAS(L), XXII, p 

163 EJ, IX, P, 229 ff, 


164 ET, XI, P. 142. 


P. 133-34, 
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E Ablur inscription*? 5 Vanga and Vangala are men- 
c Meu That Vangala was a separate geographical 
Nr Eus Harikela, appears to be evident from the 
Ham д У ich mentions both Vangala and Harikela.*?^9 The 

mirakavya of Nayacandra Suri (15th Century) mentions 


Май! vers 
ga and Vangala as separate geographical entities.2°7 


Er observa они of Abul Fazl are, however, interesting. He 
ad d The original name of Bengal was Bang. Its former 
in eem mounds measuring ten yards in height and twenty 
Assum throughout the province which were called al. From 
x the name took its currency". *? 

ip i Fazl thus equates Уайза with Vangala. D.C. Sircar 
"s s out that the derivation may be wrong and Vangala may 
m sprung from Vanga and the Prakrt suffix dla in the sense 

notable district belonging to Vanga.*°° 
he reference to Govind 


lai Rock Inscriptions, p. C. 
are sometimes 


WE ae into consideration t acandra 
Sire. аћвајадеба in the Tiruma 
nian observes that the Candra kings j 
of за as lords of Candradvipa and sometimes as lords 

angaladega.+7° This fact points to the location of 


Маћраја in the coastal region of South-east Bengal. In support 
fication of Vangala- 


à this hypothesis he refers to the identi 
adabhu in the Ramasiddhi—Pataka of the Navya region of 
Gaurnadi reign of the 


a in the 


Van 4 
айра with modern Bangro! 
sage Bha liae 


Buckergunge district.*** The pas ti haite айа Vanga 


nda inscription of Vipulagrimitra, first half 
ds the death of a Buddhist ascetic Karuna 
at Somapura *«was burning (being) set on 
ies of Vangala (EL І, pP. 99-100). 


16: 

5 ЕТ, V,P.257. The Nala 
a 12th century, recor 

rimitra, when his house 

Ја fire by the approaching arm 

116 ІВ, P. 61. 

Ts IHQ, VI, P. 237. 

TS Ain-i-Akbari, 11, P. 120, і 

x Studies in the Geography of Ancient and Medieyal India, P. 132. 
Ibid. 

l71 Ibid, P. 126. 


17 
2 С. С. Banerjee, Candi-mangala-bodhint, II, P. 165. 
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=. тјаг gan 
Lamba Lamba dadi, Occurring in. the Manikcandra-rajar g 


я іоп5 
also points to the location of Уаћраја in the southerly regi 
of East Bengal, 


But the manner in which Vangaladesa has been nee E 
along with Dandabhukti, Daksina-Radha and aee 
in the Tirumalai Inscription rather indicates that the RE 
territory, lying to the east of the Bhagirathi, was inclu > 

1 Ovindacandra. In fact the stroni 
er lay in the Tippera region. ps 
viz. Rohitagiri, has been identities 
ear Comilla.172 The inscriptions ої 
dra are the following. (1) Mane 
Copper plate Inscription 7'* (2) Kulkikundi Sun God linnei 
Inscription 1:75 (3) Paikpara (Dacca district) Image Inscrip 
tion of the year 12 176 (4) -The Betka Vasudeva” Image 
Inscription of the year 23111 and (5) the Sandwip island Surg 
God Image Inscription.17s Findspots of these LUCI 
tend to show that Govindacandra's kingdom was not confine 
to the Buckergunge district, Rather he held sway over др 
least the districts of Dacca, Tippera, Faridpur and Noakhali. 

The Tibetan historian Та 
Bhaügala instead 
and Varendra,179 


Маћраја Were used simul- 
th century А р) 180 Early 
173 IHQ, II, PP, 317-18. 

174 PIHC, 1960, p. 36 f, 
175 ЕІ, ххуп, PP. 24-26. 

176 Bhüratyap за, Jyaistha, 1348 (B, S.), P. 768 її. 

177 EI, XXVII, PP. 26-27, 

178 Unpublisheg, Preserve in the Dacca Mussum, 
179 IHB, XVI, P, 226, 


Ibid. Yt has been Pointed out that the reference to Vaüga and 
Уаћраја in the Ablur inscription does Not necessarily indicate that 


the two were territorially distrinct from each other (HQ, XII, PP. 


77-78, n, 61). 
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шь references to Vangala just permit us to conjecture 
it the term first gained currency in South India 181 В C. Sen 
pants out that the words Vangüla and Vangali were familiar 
Be early medieval times.:9? In fact, а poet refers to the 

guage of Уайвдіа and compares it with the flow of the 
Ganges,185 


It must, however, be conceded that the foreigners became 


Pradually habituated with the term Varigala to denote practi 
Cally the whole of Bengal. A suitable illustration is furnished 
by a Nepalese inscription which refers to the invasion of Sultan 
Shamsuddin with Vangala army.*** The Tarikh-i-Firuz Shahi 
applies the term to denote the whole province.!$5 The 
Subah of Bangalah during the reign of Akbar denoted the 
entire territory from Sylhet to Kankjol excluding of course 


Chittagong, CoochBehar, Midnapur and Hizli.!59 


E 


SAMATATA 


Samatata is mentioned in the Allahabad Pillar Inscription 
of Samudragupta along with Davaka, Kàmarüpa, Мераја, 
Karttrpura and others as 2 frontier state of the Gupta 
Smpire.187 The Вућазатћна refers to it as distinguished 
from Уайра.188 

Hsüan Tsang, who visited India in the seventh century А.Ю» 
Telates that from Ка-то-Ін-р'о he “went south and after a 
Journey of 1200 or 1300 1: reached the century of San-mo-ta-t'a. 
а see N. Chaudhury in Modern 


181 For the etymology of the term Vangel 

уз 1935 Y 
B. C. Sen, Some Historical Aspects of the Inscriptions of Bei 

18 12, 86. 

i Saduktikarnamrta, У, 31. 2- 

165 7BORS, XXII, P. 81 f 

186 ct. Raverty, Р. 590 n ; Ibn Battu 

187 For the term Bengala and its vari 

пар 1180 CH, I. P. 14. 
Brhatsarihita, XIV, 6-8. 


5 


ngal, PP. 


267; JRAS, 1895, P, 529. 


ta, P. 
uction. 


ants see Introd 
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This country which was on the sea-side and was low and moist 
was more than 3000 Ii in cirant.” 189 

Катагіра was in Eastern Аззат,190 Hence Ваше 
situated to the south of Kamaitipa as well as on the sea, shoul 
have been in Southeast or south Bengal. 
Of opinion that Samatata of Hsüan Tsang 
equivalent to the Delta of the Ganges, 19: 


Cunningham was 
was territorially 


Some welcome light on 
Samatata is thrown by I- 
Buddhist Priests of China 
of the seventh century 
Sheng-chi found Rajabh 


the geographical location of 
tsing’s account of the Fifty-six 
who visited India in the second half 
A.D. One of these priests, MED 
ata ruling over Samatata.1°? This 
Rajabhata has almost unanimously been identified vita 
Rajarajabhata of the Khadga dynasty of East Bengal! 

referred to in the Asrafpur Copperplates:?* which were issued 


from the royal camp of Karmünta-vàsaka, identified with 
Bakdanta in the Tippera Юізігісё,19 5 


The statement of I-tsing, thus, 


when read in conjunction 
with epigraphic evidence, 


tends to show that the Khadgas 
Tuled in Samatata with Karmantavasaka as one of their 
administrative head-quarters, And, the Proposed identification 
of Karmantavisaka, again, indicates the inclusion of Тіррега 
District within Samatata, 


Further evidence in this Tespect is furnished by the 
Варһапга19в and Nar. 


ayanpur Image Inscriptions??? of the 


189 Watters, on Yuan Chwan 
190 S.B. 


audhuri, op, cit, 
191 Cunnin, 


; PP. 171-72. 
gham, Ancient Geography of India, P, 576, 
192 Beal, Life, ХІХ; с 


Я havannes, Religiene Eminents (Y-tsing), Р.128, 
n, 3. 

193 JASB (N, S), XIX, P. 378, 

194 MASB, I, Bo, 6, PP. 85-91. 

195 EI, XVII, p, 351 > JASB, (М. 5.), X. P, 87. 

196 EI, XVII, P, 355, 

197 IC, IX, PP, 121-25, 


8'5 Travels in India, Vol. II, P. 187. 
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198 


re 
pees Mahe L Both of them refer to Vilikandhaka 
of Bilaki fa. It has been identified with the present village 
A indhuai in the Tippera district. 199 
не Kailon Copper-plate of Šridharaņa Rāta?°° again 
Dera par Rib as one of the head quarters of Samatata. 
B udo a а, опо» more mentioned in the Copper plate of 
M end 5 was the name of one of the spurs of the 
pec ols hills near Comilla.2°2 Provenance of the Mehar 
Pemda plate of Dàmodaradeva,?? ° mentioning Samatata- 
tain, undoubtedly suggests that Samatata was territorially 
ent to at least the Tippera district. 
e Meghna which practically 


It is not unlikely that th 
from the rest of Bengal 


se : 
или the Chittagong division 
rmed the western boundary of Samatata in early periods as 


m. Such an explanation will explain 0n the one hand, the 
ra of Samatata as 4 separate geographical entity, 
am inguished from that of Vaga, and, on the other, its 
epee with Davaka and Катагпра as forming à frontier 
t of the empire of Samudragupta.*°* 
Dr. B. C. Sen, on the ground of t 


T П 
ine that Samatata was pounded on one side by the sea, 
Trives at the conclusion that "the districts of 24 Parganas, 


Khulna, Buckdrgunj etc. standing near the sea, were incor- 
Porated into Samatata.”*°° The fundamental basis of Dr. 


he statement of Hsüan 


a and the 


1 TUE 
98 The Baghaura Image inscription refers [0 Bilakindak: 
199 Narayanpur inscription mentions Vilakandhaka. 
200 B. C, Sen, Op. сії» P. 92+ 
201 IHQ, XXIII, PP. 221-241. 
Boy AS (D), MVE: 127 ff. 
ae Ibid. 
3 El, i joned in an illustrated 
, XXVII, 7 -191. Samatata 15 mentioned 10 trate 
manuscript ОКОП as a Village jn the Tippera district 
(Foucher Iconography, р. 102» РІ; IV-à. The Bhagalpur Copper- 
20 Plate of Narayanapala (ТА, XV, P. 304 ff.) refers to Samatata. 
205 Че Chaudhuri, op. cit, Р ек ks that Samatata denoted 
. С. i :ngham thinks tha ama 
the n San n or triangular tract between the 
Bhagirathi river and the main stream of the Ganges." (Ancient 
ography of India, P. 576). 
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- г Grant of 
Sen's Contention is the reference in the a kan 
Vija уаѕепазов to the measurement of lan: абаја,207 Khadi- 
according to the standard prevalent m Sam AE io the 
visaya is Senerally regarded as territorially xi Раграпав. 109 
й Diamond Harbour Sub-division of the 


, at the 
identification would definitely "e € 
geographical or Political limits of Samatata E ний 
`4$ far as the 24 Parganas. And, the description sai, at 

Tsang’s Samatata, as a "low and moist’ country, 


red the 
in the Barackpur Inscription?+1 to 


in a different Way. In the Bharella 
Image Inscription of Ladahacandradeya212 
to Karmanta Which may be identified With 
above. In the Ва Pal Grant of Sricand 
andras оп 


Tespondin 


га®1з again we аге 

1 Mani een 
се ruled in Rohitagiri which has Н. 
8 to the Present Lalmai hills n 


Tegarded as cor 


208 JRAS, 1935, Р.8 
209 Watters, Ор. cit., p, 137. 
210 Ibid, p, 189, 

211 See Do. 206. 

212 JAS, 


В, (N.S.), 1914, P, 85 f EI, XVII, P. 349 fr. 
213 Ів Р, 4, 
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Comilla.214 Брі 

En. A E reference thus tends to show that the 
A а once settled in or ruled over the region 
ES eut rss in the district of Тіррега, 215 which should 
оь da matata of old. б It is, therefore, not unlikely 
EM uns M expansion of Candra hegemony the 
ie м ага of land-measurement came to be widely 
ORE oastal Bengal and remained in vogue for centuries 


F 


HARIKELA AND PATTIKEDA 


Hari РЕТ ў 
arikela, Harikeli and Harikola are synonyms of Srihatta 
ding to R. С. 


° 
т ишни Harikela thus, ассог 
ar, "denoted the region now known as Sylhet.'.?** 
E chr UE India in C. 67387 А... states that 
the к sailed from Simhala and “came to Harikela which. was 
превари of Eastern India [ Tung Tien chw] and of 
included īpa.?18 Harikela, according to L-tsing s statement, 
half of t) the south-eastern portion of Bangladesh in the second 
Ee i seventh century А. р. It may be mentioned that 
With 65 so refers to Samatata which was roughly coterminous 
of CAM present Comilla and Noakhali districts." *" Harikela 
of B; ng should, therefore, be regarded as denoting that region 
angladesh which lie to the east OF south-east of the Comilla 
пора E S 
ification of Rohitagari see ІНО, 


214 
Е 
ог the controversy about the ident 


II, PP, 317-18, 325-27, 655-56 ; II, 217, 418. 
4 Govindacandra, 


Ladahacandra an 
ar Comilla (see D. C. Sircar, 
3-81) corroborate the 


ndras lay in 


215 
A 
few more inscriptions of 


ey discovered from Mainamati ne: 

bM ed hic Discoveries in East Pakistan, PP. 6 

Ч erence that the stronghold of the power of the Ca 

Deprun а 

217 Pub Paul, op. сі, PP. ШЛУ ; I6; ХП» РР: 88 

218 у, far y of Ancient Bengal, P. 
E as A Record of the 

З alay Archipelago by I-tsin. 

се Supra, PP. 66-1. 


m: 180, ХХ, PP. 6-7. 


9. 
Buddhist Reltgion as practised in Indic 
g, PP. xxxii, XLVI, LIII and LV. 


219 
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and Noakhali districts, 


district may represent H 
century A. D, 


The coastal region of the eee 
arikela of the second half of the seve 


fi 

Reference may be made in this connection to a one Ni 
Silver coins with a recumbent bull and the legend Hari ae Z 
Harikelà on the Obverse, anda tripartite symbol looking с 
trident оп the Teverse.**° These coins, on palacogtap TA 
grounds, may be assigned to the seventh century A. D.* rm 
legend Harikela undoubtedly Suggests the existence o 
kingdom of Harikela in the seventh century A. D. 

The Chittagong co 
to the future Tulers 
Can be dated to C. 
inscription ma 
Harikela, 
Ho-lai-kai- 
The Ramp 


pper plate of Kantideya was ше, 
of Harikela-mandala.222 This PPS 
9th century A, ,22 The find-spot of iz 
Y suggest that the Chittagong region was withi 
In the Glossary of Hui-lun (A. D. 817) Samatafa, 
lo and Tamralipta are placed near Kàmarüpa. 


a A j ra 
al copper plate inscription describes Trailokyacand 


ame 
as the mainstay of the royal family of Harikela who becam 
the king of Candradvipa.2 ad 


As has been and Yadavaprakasa 


ti copper plate insc. 
Šaka 1141 expire 


tiption of Harikaladeva of 
d (—1219-20 A. p. 
a Buddhi 


)refers to a grant made in 


220 BLN. Mukherjee, The Original Territory of Harikela’, Bangladesh 
Lalit Kala, І, 10.2, PP, 116-7 and PL. XXXVII. 

221 Ibid., p, 117. 

222 EI, XXVI, p, 316, 

223 lbid, Р, 314, 


Society, XV, P, 9, 


> Op. cit., РР, 118-19, 
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served in 

bea к Cambridge University Library, contains a picture 

nae er goddess with the label Pattikede Cundà- 
avane Сипа. Burmese chronicles refer to Patikkara 


and Pateikkara.??? 


A 
pargana of the Comilla district, which extends up to the 


o MER is known as раціката or Paitkara.*°° Mention 
Ине О attikerà in the inscription of Harikaladeva seems 
af НИМ e the territory came. to be known after the name 
M s CHEM or vice versa. Discovey of coins bearing the 
of the vis eda oy Pattikera or its variants proves the existence 
Ы ingdom in the eighth century A. D.*°* 

a ran survey of the territorial and ethnographical 
Pensa is Bengal indicates that their boundaries did not 

ationary for 1005. With the fluctuation of river 


Cour, ; : - 
ses their denotation varied. More potential factor was 
With the gradual extent of these 


t 3 
Meurs of local powers. 
a s territorial denotation of the particular geographical 
s also expanded, both politically and culturally, Some 
dministrative 


formed into & 
But two terms, 


They are Gauda 


of thi 
Me dr f 
se divisions were again trans 


Units li 

CORN bhuktis, mandalas, 

D ing major portions of benga 
Уайза. 


visayas etc. 
1 survived. 


SSS 
228 
229 uS C. Majumdar, History of Ancient Bengal, Р. 218 
BR, РР. 257.58 ; A. P. Phayt®» History of Burma 


230 
THQ, IX, P. 284. 
n East Pakistan, 


Е, 
БЕКУ Khan, Excavations i 
gladesh Lalitkalà, 1, 59. 1, P. 47. 


pp. 49-50. 


Mainamati, p. 26; 


Снартев V 


ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISIONS 


A 
- hana 
We have Shown above that the term Pundravard. diat 
denoted a Tegional division There are data suggesting 
It Was also th 


The Mah: 
Маћата та 


ar in scription? 


indicates that aan, 
Amariipa, Nepāla, Karttrpura and others, 
Was a frontier State of th 


© empire of Samudragupta. a 
natural Presumption js that the Test of Bengal was Sati 
» 45 subsequent epigraphic documen 
› it came to be divided 


of 
ed and subdivided into a number 
Tespectively, 
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ET land-grant documents pointing to the existence of 
rent administrative divisions and units. 
ECC five Damodarpur Copper-Plate inscriptions? ranging 
n the year 128 to the year 224 ( of the Gupta era ) refer to 
undravardhana-bhukti as an important administrative division 
of the Gupta empire. We have seen the denotation of the 
term Pundra or Pundravardhana which was roughly coter- 
Minous with Nort Bengal. There is по doubt that this 
B рше division was transformed into 2n administrative 
пе under the imperial Guptas. 
The above inscriptions again refer to Kotivarsa as à Vigaya 
belonging to Pundravardhana-bhukti. According to Hema- 
Sandra, Devikota, Umavana, Banapura and Sonitapura were 
Synonyms of Kotivarsa * Devikota or Diw-Kot, apparently 
the same as Devikota, was a mahal within the Sarkar of Lakh- 
Nauti during the reign of Akbar. Banapura is probably repre- 
sented by the ruins of Bangarh in the Dinajpur district. The 


Places associated with Kotivarsa-Visaya in the Damodarpur 
:5 (2) Sandaka ; 


Mscriptions are: (1) Airavata-gorajya з А 
(3) Himavacchikara? ; (4) Роћвавгат" and (5) Ройва. М№опе 
у However, the name 


о = " 
f these can be convincingly identified. | 
the ДүассыїКага may refer to à territorial unit conn 
. . 8 
* Himalayas in the northern frings of Bengal. 


ected with 


2 EL, ХУ, Pp. 129-144. ора) 
Abhidhanacintamani. ТУ, 977. Devikota Џтауапат, Конуу 209) and 
Puram Syacchonitapuram eha tat- The Vayupuran? Ба PART 
the Brhat Samhita (XL Ш refer to Kotivarsa asa Durs Г 
dhaniya "rd Kotivarsiy are d as different за. hā. 


pa Sect (Kalpasütra, SBE, XX 
n XV, P. 131, n. 3. 3 
amodarpur copperplate © у 


Damoda 
a ta 
7 тыа, rpur of Budhagup ( 


mentione 
II, P. 288). 


e 9 (EI. ХУ, Р. 133); 


~ Sircar (ST, 
Damodarpur c.p. of the year 124 (EL, XV, ie А Н 
1965, р, 337, п. 3) points out that the ее dvo und India, P. 
Nepal (Studies іп the Geography of Ancic sts that Himavac 
217 її) The situation of the lan granted ET 
Chikhara was not far from Damodarpur- 
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The Dhanidaha Со 
113 mentions а Vis 
Кћада(Кћага) 
Bhukti. 


Pper-Plate inscription® of the к, M. 
aya which has been doubtfully restore a 
Pára-Vigaya 19 but it does not refer io of 
Dhanidaha is a village in the Natore COME, 
the Rajshahi district and hence акман 
might have belonged to Pundravardhana-bhukti. Ше ЖЫ 
Риг copper plate of the (Gupta), year 128108, issued NL 
Purpakausikà in the Sragavera-vithi refers to Pupdravard 


ME ; en- 
though it is not compounded with the administrative nom 
Clature bhukti. 


Д пі? 
Another inscription, viz. the Paharpur copper-Plate Gra 


anita 
of the Gupta era 159 refers to the villages of Vatagohali, Nit 
gohali, Prsthimapottaka and Gofat: ij 


Ce of the inscription that both Nagiratt?" 
vithi were associated with or a 

* bigger administrative unit of d 
‘vardhana-bhukti which has not unfortunately been mentione 


in the inscription, Of the villages, Vatagohali has been iden- 
tified with Goalbhita:: 


Which represents the ruins of dub 
Daksinathéaka-yishi, therefore, may be taken in this context 4 
denoting the Southerly portions of the bhukti of Pundra 
vardhana.t® Thus it seems reasonable to think that the South- 
eastern course of the Ganges (ie. the Padma) formed the 
f the Province in the Gupta period. Ов 
ded by the "arge river' crossing whic 
ed into Кіа mo-lu-po (ie, Kàmaiüpa) from 
The large river was probably the KĶa-lo-t4 


Ii 
9 Ег XVIII, рр, 347-48, 


10 R.D. Banerji Teads Ма 


hàkhasa 


рага (JASB, NS., v. PP. 459-61.) 
Zen Epigraphic Discoveries in East Pakistan, РР. 61-63. 
П EL, Xx, P, 59 f, 
12 ELXX p 60, 
13 ce Da 


E Ksina-vithi in the Saktipur Grant of Laksmanasena (EI, XXL 
- 218), 


4 
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or са беа 

the Karatoya which the J'ang-Shu locates between these two 
countries. 

dravardhana-bhukti came to 
he Khalimpur Copper plate 
vyaghratati-mandala in 


"ms the passage of time Pun 
Mood А much wider territory. T 
Mak роп?“ of Dharmapala refers to : 
art караша о ‘Amrasandika-maudala in Sthalikkata- 
пи РАЧИ Udragrama-mandala. Of these vyaghratati-mandala 
NIS ahantaprakàéa-vigaya аге clearly stated to have belonged 
Прати ШО, We have no definite knowledge 
ER ing the regions which were denoted by the above geogra- 
Tm expressions. It has been assumed that the name Vyagh- 
to m may have survived in that of Bagdi** which, according 
5 15 Ballalacarita denoted а province of the Kingdom of 
КИЧҮ N. K. Bhattasali on the other hand thinks that 
Yàghratati-mandala was territoria 


di lly equivalent to the Purnea 
istrict.!? It may be mentioned in this connection that the 


Nalanda Copper-plate of Devapála*? as well as the Anulia 
роп ОЁ Laksmapasena'* refers to vyaghratati 8$ 
longing to Pupdravardhana-bhukti. 


i Unambiguous evidence of the incorporat 
Sm pi Bengal within th 
ndravardhana-bhukti is urnis 


9f the Candras and the Senas. 


E Dhulla copper plate inscri A 
B c land in the pallimunda-Khanda/a © У adasi- 
Se in Pundra-bhukti as ali S 

Saya, The villages in the Bal imugda-A ds E 
Јода, Tivaravilli a Durbapatra and the der Yola- 
14 
15 


A. K. Mai khamala, PP. 9-28. 1 
aitreya, банда pp. 145-46) thinks tbat Bagdi comprised 


Cunningham (A. S. Кә ~ 
16 ы Delta of the Ganges and the Brahmaputra: 
RAS, 1935, P. 76. Араг 
17 Еее some where in North Benga 
18 mn PP. 310-327. 
UN PP. 81-91. 
id., PP, 165-66. 


yaghratati~ 
IX, PP. 78-19.) 
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mandala were Pakkadi-munda and Bahupatra. Of these Khadi- 
ravilli, Jivaravilli, Ballimunda and Ikkddasi can be identified 
With the villages of Khalli, Jilli, Ballisuda and Ekasi respectively 
in the Manikgunj Sub-division of the Dacca district. 


The Barrackpur inscription of Vijayasena2° records grant 
of land in Ghasasambhogabhittavada belonging to Khadi- 
Visaya®* within Pundravardhana-bhukti. М. K. Bhattasali 
identifies the village with Jab-vadiya near Diamond Harbour, 
the village itself being bounded on the north east and south by 
rivulet issuing out of the Ganges,?24 Khadi, as a Mandala, is 
referred to in the Bakultala Plate of Laksmapasena.?*" Follow- 
ing Bhattasali, we can locate Khadi-visaya in the Diamond 
Harbour Sub-division of the 24 Parganas of West Bengal. It 


is interesting to note that the reigion is still known to the local 
people as Khari. 


The Tarpandighi?*? and the Madhainagar Grants?? of 
Laksmapasena refer to Varendra within Paundravardhana- 
bhukti. The Edilpur Copper-plate inscription?* again records 
grant of land in the village of Тајарадарајака in Vikramapura 
in Уайза within Paupdravardhana-bhukti, The Sahitya Parisat 
Copper-Plate of Vi$varüpasena?5 states : Paundravardhana- 
bhukty-antahpati-Vange navye Ramaviddhi-patake.2®  Ràma- 
siddhi is still the name of a village near Chandsir in thana 
Gaurnadi, in the northern extremity of the Buckergunj 


20 IB, PP. 57-67. \ 

21 In the Dakarnava Khádi is mentioned as one of the 64 Pithas (H, P, 
Shastri, Descriptive Cat. of Sanskrit Mss, in the Govt. Collection, Vol. 
1, P. 92) along with Radha, Dhikkara, Váħgāla and Harikela, 

21a JRAS, 1935, P. 81. 

21b Ibid, P. 82. 

22 IB, PP. 99-105. 

23 Ibid, PP. 106-115. 

24 Ibid, PP. 118-131. 

25 Ibid, РР. 140-148. 

26 Ibid, P. 146. 
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E. The same inscription further states that to the east 

Er e village of Vinayatilaka lay the sea?? indicating the extent. 

aupdravardhana-bhukti up to the Bay of Bengal. 

P The Madanpada inscription?’ of Viśvarūpsena again refers 
ра grant of land belonging to the village of Pifijokasthi®® in 

Vikramapura-bhaga in Уайва within Paundravardhana-bhukti. 


ocuments of mediaeval Bengal thus leave no 
ich was coextensive with almost 


belonged to the administrative 


Land-grant d 
Toom for doubt that Vaga, whi 
the entire region of East Bengal, 


unit of Paundravardhana. 
amodaradeva®* mentions 


The Mehar Copper-plate of р 
Meharagrama in the Vayisagrarha-Khandala in Paralayi-Visaya 
of the Samatata-mandala lying within Paundravardhana-bhukti. 
ge of Mehar in - 


Meharagrama is undoubtedly the present villa 
the Chandpur Subdivision of the Tippera district, where the 


Mscription has been found. 

One of the recently discovered Mzinamati plates of Ladaha- 
Candra?? records grant of Jand at Sri Pattikera in Samatata- 
mandala belonging to Pundrabhukti. The villages mentioned 
in this grant are Campavani. Dollavarika and Govindoficame. 
There are still two Parganahs at Tippera Called Campaknagar 
and Майа Сатракпагаг, 

Тће above two inscriptions thus leave no room for doubt 

ith the Tippera- 


that Samatata, which was coterminous W 
Noakhali region, formed a mandala or administrative sub- 


division lying within the province of Pugdravardhana ог 


Paupdravardbana ог Paundra. 
js said to have been built 
Gaz. XXXVI, 1918, P. 


his village which 


27 There is an old mosque in ! 
Bengal District, 


by Sabikhan. (J. С. Jack, 
159 ) 

28 IB,P. 146; cf. Parva Samudrasimà in L. 47. 

29 Ibid, PP. 132.139. 

30 Pifijakasthi has been identified with the Postal Village of Pinjari in 
the Kotalipada parganah near Madanpada (JASB, 1896, Р. 8). 

31 EI, XXVII, РР. 182-191. 

32 JASP, VI, PP. 269-274. 
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The Pascimbag copperplate? inscription of Sricandra 
demands perhaps the widest denotation for the administrative 
division of Pundravardhana-bhukti. It records gift of land 
in Garala-visaya, Pogara-visaya and Candrapura-visaya, 
belonging to Srihatta-mandala lying within Paupdravardhana- 
bhukti.:! Pascimbag, the find-spot of the inscription, is а 
village in the Maulabibazar Subdivision of the Sylhet district. 
We can thus safely assume that even the Sylhet region on the 


earternmost fringe of Bengal was incorporated within this 
big province. 


B 


We have seen that Pundravardhana-bhukti in the Gupta 
Period denoted only North Bengal?5 Records of the days 
of the Imperial Guptas do not furnish us with the names of 


administrative units which сап be geographically connected 
With a part of East Bengal. 


A few Copper-plate grants belonging to the sixth century 
A.D., however, refer to Savarnavithi, Nayyavakagika and 
Varaka-mandala as administrative units and head-quarters 
during the reign of Gopacandra, Dharthaditya and Samácára- 


PP. 271-72 ; Kamala Kanta Gupta, Copper-Plates of S 
124 ; D. C. Sircar, Epigraphic Discoveries in East Pakistan, РР. 


33 JASP, VI, 
PP. 87- 
63-69. 


34 LI. 27-36, Kamala Kanta Gupta, op. cit., PP. 9091. The boundaries 
of the land were the river Mani on the south ; Vrhatkottalion the 
east; Jujjana-Khataka (Jujna according to D. C. Sircar) Kastha- 
parnya (Kasthaparnne according to D. C. Sircar) ang the river 
Betraghahghi on the west ; the river Kosiyárà on the north, 

35 S. N. Majumdar Shastri in his notes on Cunningham, 
graphy of India observed that Pundravarbhana., 
whole of Bengal (Ancient Geography of India, 
Shastri, 1924, P. 731). The cumulative evidence 
als, no doubt, shows that it denoted РЕТ Beng 
lying to the east of the Bhagirathi Sui m 
district, But the land now incorporate уй 
lying to the West of the prigrati PE elon, 
tive division of Pundravardhana-bhukti. 


5 Ancient Geo- 
bhukti denoted the 
Ed. S. м. Majumdar 
9f epigraphic materi- 
al and the large tract 
to the present Sylhet 
the Burdwan division, 
ged to the administra- 
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deva. The Faridpur grant of Dharmáditya?? mentions the 
village of Dhruvalati as belonging to Váraka-mapdala-visaya?" 


. The village of Dhruvaláti has been identified with Dhulat 
in the Goalundo Sub-division of the Faridpur district.?? 


Navyavakasika, referred to in the Faridpur Copper-plates 
of Dharmaditya and Gopacandra^" should be identified, 
according to D.C. 5исаг, with Kasia-ni in the Gopalganj 
Sub-division of the same district.*?^ Р. C. Sircar further 
concludes that Varakamandala should, therefore, be regarded 
as including parts of the Goalundo and Gopalganj Sub-divisions 
of the Faridpur district.** But it must have denoted a wider 


region as it extended as far a5 the eastern sea.** 


Dr. В. С. Basak thinks that Suvarna-vithi was the name 
of the head-quarter and Navyakasika that of the Province. "З 
But the term vithi indicates its existence as an administrative 
unit, and, as the Ghugrahati Grant shows, the Uparika in 
charge of Suvarna-vithi was the immediate superior of the 
Visayapati of Varaka-mandala. It is not unlikely that Suvar- 
na-vithi might have included the south-eastern region of the 


Dacca district to which belong such places as Sonargaon, 


Sonakandi, Sonarang, еіс.“ 


_ ви Бе 


cond ы шшара ма јен 2 
36 IA, PP, 199-205. 
37 Ibid, PP. 195-96. 
38 51, Р. 363, n. 5. 
39 IA, XXXIX, PP. 200, 204. 
ali (EI, ХУШ, P. 85) identifies it 


40 SI, 1965, Р. 367, n. 10, М. К. Bhattas 
with Sabhar in the Dacca district. Avakása literally means *opening'. 


Does the expression Navyavakasika perpetuate the memory of anew 
opening of the eastern course of the Ganges (i.e. Padma) to the sea 2 


41 SI, P. 363, n. 5. 

42 Cf. the expression Prak-samudra- 
copperplate Inscription of the time 
XXXIX, P. 195. 

43 History of North Eastern India, P. 192. 

44 HBR, P. 26. п. 3. 


maryada in 1. 10 of the Faridpur 
of Dharmaditya of the year 3. ЈА, 
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С 


The extensive region lying to the west of the Bhagirathi 
was known in early days by names of such administrative 


divisions as Vardhamana-bhukti. Danda-bhukti and Kanka 
grama-bhukti. 


The earliest reference to the existences of Vardhamana 
as a bhukti is found in the Mallasarul charter of Gopacandra 
of the year 3.45 It records а grant of land which was 
situated in the village of Vettragartta within the Vakkattaka 
vithi of the Varddhamana-bhukti. The land had for the 
boundaries on the east and south the village of Godhagrama, 
on the north Vatavallaka agrahara and on the west Amra- 
garttika. The other villages mentioned in this grant are 
Khandajotika, Vakattaka and Salmali..4^ 


The Govindapur copperplate‘? refers to Vetaddaca~ 
turaka in Pascima-Khatika within Vardhamana-bhukti, To the 
east of Vetadda-Caturaka flowed the Ganges. Vetad is still à 
locality in the Howrah district and stands on the Ganges. The 
name Pascima-Khatika may be compared with that of Pürva- 
Кванка mentioned in the Sundarban Grant of Dommana- 
pala*® as a sub-division of Pundravardhana-bhukti. It can, 
therefore, be easily inferred that the Ganges flowed between. 
the Pūrva and Раќсітакћабіка and at the same time formed 


the eastern boundary of Vardhamana-bhukti separating it 
from Pundravardhana-bhukti. 


45 EI, XXIII, PP. 155-61. Si, PP. 378-77. 
46 The identifications of the places are as follows : 

(1) Salmali=Mallasarul ог Sarul, the find spot of the inscription. It 
is a village *about a mile and a half from the north bank of the 
Damodar within the jurisdiction of the Galsi Police Station'(EI, 

- XXIII, Р. 155). 

(2) Godhagrama=Gohagram to the south-east of Mallasarul, 

(3) Amragarttika=Ambahula to the south of Mallasarul, 

(4) Khandajotika— Khandiyuli between Gohagram and Mallasarul. 

(5) Vakattaka —Bakta to the east of Gohagram (S7, p. 375, n. 13). 

47 IB, PP. 92-98. 
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EN The Naihati copperplate of Vallalasena*® refers to the 
age of Vallahitthà in Svalpadaksipa-vi/hi in Uttara-Radha- 
mandala within Vardhamana-bhukti. Vallahittha has been 
identified with the village of Balutiya on the river Kana. 
The other villages mentioned in this grant are Jalasothi, 
Khandayilla, Ambayilla and Moladandi, identified respectively 
With Jalasothi, Kharulia, Ambalgram and Murundi 5? 
The identification of Siddhalagráma, mentioned in an inscrip- 


tion,®! with Siddhangram also indicates that Uttara-Rádha 
denoted a greater portion of the Birbhum district. Hence 
the middle of the twelfth 


Vardhamüna-bhukti: at least in 
century definitely incorporated a large tract of the Birbhum 
district in the north. 


Reference to Uttara-Radha as 
the existence of Daksina-Radha-mand! 
bhukti Dakgiga-Rádaa (Takkana-ladam) із 
опей in the Tirumalai Rock inscription^? 0 
as a separate kingdom ruled over by one Ranasira. 
$3 records the gift of the village of 
n the Dandabhukti-mandala of the 


а mandala presupposes 
a within Vardhamana- 
no doubt, menti- 
f Rajendracola, 


The Irda copper plate 
Brhat Chattivannà withi 


Varddhamana-bhukti. 
two Midnapore copper 


Dandabhukti is ™ 
plates of Saganka.°* In one of these records, dated in the 
year 19, it is mentioned along with Utkala. 


entioned in the 


48 EI, XXX, PP. 42-46. 

49 ІВ, PP. 68-80. 

50 VSPP, XVII, PP. 232-34, and map facing P. 231. 

51 Belava copperplate inscription 0 
П, по. 4; В. G. Basak, Sahitya, B. 


JASB, N. S., X PP. 121-129 ; R. G. В 
Majumdar, ІВ, PP. 14-24). Siddhalagram: 


Bhuvaneswar inscription of Bhattabhavadeva as 
m e fortune-goddess of Radha” CB, P. 35). 
I, IX, PP. 229-33. 
E ee XXII, PP. 150-159. 
ASB (L), XI (1945), PP. 1-10. 


6 


f Bhojavarman (Dacca Review, Vol. 
S. 1319, PP. 382-99 ; R.D. Banerji, 
asak, El, ХП, PP. 37-43; N. C. 
a is mentioned in the 
“The ornament of 
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The Tirumalai inscription? also refers to Tandabhutti. 
Tt is mentioned along with Odda-visaya (Orissa), Kosalai-nadu 
(Daksipa-kosala), Takkanaladam (Daksina-Radha), Vangal- 
адеба and Uttiralàdam (Uttara-Radha). The geographical 
Order, in which the different territories have been mentioned, 
led R. D. Banerji to suggest that Dapdabhukti was cotar- 
minous with the Midnapore and Balasore districts,5? Banerji 
thinks that the name has survived in that of Dantan in south 
Midnapore. Taking all evidence into consideration, N. G- 
Majumdar concludes that Dandabhukti-mandala “comprised 
at least the southern and south-western partion of the 
Midnapore district including the lower reaches of the 
Suvarnarekha river, if not a portion of the Balasore district 
itself.57 

The find-spot of the inscription at Irda in the Balasore 
district, however, shows that Dandabhukti-mandala included 
at least portions of the Balasore district. And, as the Danda- 
bhukti-mandala belonged to the Vardhamana-bhukti, the 
latter must have had incorporated the Midnapore and the 


Balasore districts in the south at least in the latter part of 
the tenth century A.D, 58 


The name of the village granted is Chattivanna. М. G. 
Majumdar identifies it with the village of Chatina on the 
Suvarnarekha in the Midnapore district." ° 


During the reign of Laksmanasena, however, Uttra-Radha 
formed a sub-division of Kankagrame-bhukti. °° This is 
isevident from the Saktipur Grant of Laksmanasena which 


55 EI, IX, РР. 229-233, 
56 MASI, У, no. 3, PP. 71-89. 

57 EI, XXII, P. 154. The Jayrampur inscription of Gopacandra (OHRJ, 
IX, P. 206 ff refers to Svetayalakavithi within Dandabhukti, The 
findspot of the inscription points to the inclusion of the present 
Balasore region within Dandabhukti. , 

58 Palaeographically the Irda copper plate can be dated in the latter part 
of the tenth century A.D. (EJ, XXII, Р. 151). 

59 Ibid, Р. 154. 

60 EI, XXI, P. 211 ff. 
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а Brahmana named Kuvera on the 


records grant of land to 
The 89 dronas of land granted 


Occassion of a Solar eclipse. 
comprised a part of Nimapataka, and the whole of the 
Pütakas of Raghavahatta, Varahakona, vallihità, Vijaharapura 
and Damaravada. All of them belonged to the Kumarpura- 
caturaka in the Madhugiri-mandala, attached to Kumbhinagara, 
in the Daksina-vithi of Uttara-Radha lying within Kankagrama- 
bhukti, The lands in Varahakona, Vallihita, Raghavahatta and 
Nimapataka were bounded on the east by the lands of Mali- 
kunda along with Aparajoli, in the south Bhagadikhanda- 
ksetra, in the west by the cow-track of Acchama and in the 
North by the rives Mora. The lands in Vijabárapura and Dama- 
ravada were bounded on the east by Cakaliyajoli, on the south 
by vipravaddhajoli, on the west by Lafgalajoli, and on the 
north by the cow-track of Parjana. 
fied with the present village of 


Kumbhinagara may be identi 
olice Station of the Birbhum 


Kumhira in the Rampurhat P 
district, Kumaàrapura, Varahakona, Vijaharapura, Nima, 


Villihita, Acchama and Parajana may be identified with 
Kumarapura (Maureswar P. S), Barkumda (Suri P. SJ, 
Baharpur (Labpur P. $2. Nima (Maureswar р.5.), Baluti 
(Maureswar P. S), Amma (Suri PS.) and with Palijana 
(Labpur P.S.) respectively-°* 
undoubtedly 


Kankagrama-bhukti 
f the Murshi- 


district and parts о 
st of th Bhagirathi. 


that in the Saktipur Grant 
have belonged to the Daksina-vithi 
1.92 If Dakşiņa-vīthi denotes the 


southerly division, Kañkagrāma-bhukti, as an administrative 
unit, must have extended to the Santal Parganah and Bhagal- 
Pur districts to the northwest of Uttara-Radha.°° 

MX T Ses ee 


_ It is thus clear that 
incorporated the Birbhum 
dabad district lying to the We 


D. C. Ganguly points out 


Uttara-Radha is stated to 
of the Kankagrama-bhukt 


ades Qu GE 
61 EI Xx 
» XXI, P, 253. zs 
6 оз су 
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D. C. Ganguly identifies Kankagrama with  Kankjol. 
Cunningham®* describes it as the head-quarter of a large 


province and remarks that the territory was called Radha 
by the Hindus. 


During the reign of Akbar the Subah of Bengal consisted 
of 24 Sarkars which in turn were subdivided into 787 mahals. 
The 24 Sarkars were Tanda, Jannatabad or Lakhnauti, 
Fatahbad, Mahmudabad, Khalifatabad, Bakla, Purnniab, 
Tajpur, Ghoraghat, Pinjarah, barbakabad, Bazuha, Sonargaon, 


Sylhet, Chittagong, Sarifabad, Sulaimanabad, Satgaon and 
Мапӣагап.% 


ТУ E CC RE E ИЦ ____ 


64 ASIR, XV, РР. 37-39. 
65 Ain-i-Akbari, Vol. ПІ, P. 141 ff. 


CHAPTER— VI 


EARLY SETTLEMENTS 


It is presumable that agriculture would thrive in а riparian 


land like Bengal where water is easily available as à gift of 
Nature. In ancient Bengal villages, based on agricultural 
economy, flourished in most cases on the banks or rivers, canals, 
reservoirs etc. The urban centres, which developed in early 
days, had also a riverine character. Nay, cities in ancient times 
&tew up on land and water routes. It must be mentioned 
that cities in ancient India were not of similar characters and 
did not develop under similar circumstances. For the organi- 
zation of the state-craft building up of royal residences in 
different parts of the kingdom was an imperative. Mainly 
for easy communication these administrative centres were 
established either on river banks or on trunk roads or both. 
The same factors were at work behind the construction of 
capitals and camps of victory. A somewhat different kind of 
urban centres grew up in connection with trade and industries. 
These centres of trade and commerce developed always on the 


confluence of land-routes OT rivers. 
It cannot be denied that the rise and fall of these commer- 
cial centres were to a great extent, inseparably connected with 
the economic affluence vis-a-vis the growth and downfall of 
the kingdoms of ancient Bengal. Therefore, our attempt 
would be to give an outline of the history of the trade-centres 
of ancient and mediaeval Bengal. 
Existence of an emporium call 


the Geography of Ptolemy and the Periplus Maris Erythraei. 
Ptolemy writes: “АП the country about the mouths of the 


Ganges is occupied by the Gangaridae with the city :— 
146° 19° [5° Ss. The 


Gange, the royal residence... 
c Rer Wars Mu а я 


1 Ptolemy, І. УП. 18. 


ed Gange is vouchsafed by 
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author of the Periplus records that sailing eastwards in the 
Bay of Bengal one could find the country of the Ganges. 
"There is a river near it called the Ganges. On its bank 
is a market town which has the same name as the river"? 

We have already seen the import of the term 
Gangaridai.* 

From the account of Ptolemy it is clear that Gangaridai 
in the beginning of the Christian era denoted the triangular 
deltaic portion of Bengal lying between the Bhagirathi and 
the Padma or the extreme channels of the Ganges.‘ As the 
emporium of Gange belonged to the land of Gangaridae, 
location of Gange, the emporium, should be sought for some- 
Where in the deltaic portion of Bengal. 

Different scholars have suggested different sites for the 
identification of Gange," ай in southern Bengal lying between 
the extreme mouths of the Ganges. No doubt, there are a. few 
Spots in this part of Bengal as important centres of trade and 
commerce in the early and mediaeval periods. But there is 
one stupendous difficulty. Literary or archaeological documents 
of ancient and mediaeval India do not leave any trace of a 
commercial centre or even of a settlement called Сапре.? 


One possible clue is, however, furnished by the Geography 
of Ptolemy, The latitudes and longitudes of the five mouths 
of the Ganges, as given by Ptolemy, are as follows : 


The Kambyson mouth, the 


most western ......... 144° 30" 18°15’ 
Poloura, a town ...... 145° 18730" 
poutine Dal бр o Ou! 
2 Periplus, 63. 
3 See chapter III. 
4 See our article in East, I, no. I, PP. 170-75. | 
5 MccCrindle's Ancient India as described by Ptolemy, Ed. S. М. Majum- 
dar Shastri, PP. 174-75. : і 
6 The Chien-Han-Shu refers to the kingdom of Huang-che (Pelliot, 


Tu'ong Po, XIII, P. 457). P. C. Bagchi equates Huang-che with Ganga 
(Comprehensive History of India, 11, Р. 772) which easily reminds us of 
Gange of the Periplus (East, I, no. I, P. 174 and n. 19), 
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The second mouth 
called Mega... ... 
The third mouth 4 
Kamberikhon.....---- 146:30' 18°40 
Tilogrammon, a о МЕТУ УМ 
The fourth mouth 
Pseudostomon......-«- 147°40' 18°30' 
The fifth mouth у 
Antebole seese 148230" 18°15’? 
Needless to mention that Ptolemy’s conception of latitudes 


and longitudes was hopelessly erroneous. Remarkably, 
however, the difference between the westernmost and eastern- 
is about 4° of latitude. At 


most mouths of the Ganges 
Present, the difference between Tamluk and Chittagong, near 
which the westernmost and the easternmost mouths respecti- 
vely of the Ganges debouche into the sea, is also about 4° of 
latitude.® 

Ptolemy places t 
westernmost mouth. 


145945" 18930" 


he third mouth 2^ to the east of the 
The latitude and longitude of Gange, the 
royal residence, as given by him, are 146? and 19?15' respec- 
tively. It seems, therefore, that Gange should be placed 1° 
to the north of the third mouth of the Ganges. And so is 
. the position of Gange regia PO e map reproduced 


rtrayed in th 
in Mc Crindle's Ptolemy.” 
Recent excavations carried on at Candraketugarh in the 24 


parganahs of West Bengal have revealed the existence of an 
urban settlement. Relics of à massive rampart are still visible 
and existence of a dried river-bed by the side of the site indi- 


cates that the city flourished along the banks of the river. Atten- 
tion has been drawn to the possible identification of Gange 


with the ruins of Candraketugarh."^^ But nothing positive 
can be established until concrete information comes to light.*® 


7 Ptolemy, І, VII, 18. 
8 East, І, no. 1, P. 173 and n5. 
9 S.N. Majumdar Shastri, 02: cit., map 


9a Indian Archaeology—A Reviews 1956-57, Р. 22. 
10 For the various suggestions regarding the identification of Gange see 


McCrindle’s Ptolemy ed. S- N- Majumdar Shastri, PP, 392 ff. 
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The other port and emporium of great antiquity and 
unique importance was Tamralipta, It is mentioned in the 
Mahabharata,** Puranas? and Buddhist texts.2% In the fifth 
century A.D. Fa-hsien took ship from Tamralipta on his 
way to Ceylon.13^ Tt was from this port that the Chinese 
pilgrims undertook enterprises for the land of Sribhoja which 
denoted the north eastern Side of Sumatra from the southern 
Shore of Malacca to the city of Palembang.!4 


Varahamihira refers to Tamralipta as a city,:s In the 
seventh century A.D. Hsiian Tsang travelled. from Samatata 
to Tamralipta.1¢ I-tsing refers to the port at the mouth of 
the Ganges from which Chinese pilgrims went by land to 
different places of India" In the Dasakumaracarita of 
Dandin Dàmalipta in mentioned as a thiriving centre of trade 
and commerce.!? Hemacandra refers to Damalipta, Tama- 
lipti, Tamàlini and Visnugrha as different synonyms for 
Tàmralipta.:? Tàmraliptikà, situated near the eastern sea, is 
mentioned in the Kathasaritsagara.2° 

The cumulative evidence bears testimony to the existence 
of Tamralipta as a city, a port and as an emporium at least 
from the beginning of the Christian era down to c. twelfth 
century AD. In mediaeval Bengali literature Tamralipta 
asa sea-port finds no mention. The indication is that subse- 
quently it lost the importance which it enjoyed in earlier days. 


П Mbh., П, 9. 29. In I. 179. 13 Tamralipta is called а Pattana which 
signifies а city with a royal seat on the confluence of some rivers 
(JBORS, II (1916), P. 48 f.) 

12 Matsya Puràna, 121. 

13 Vinaya Texts, 1. 81. 

13a Si-yu-ki, I, PP. LXXI—LXXII ; Legge, Fa-hsien, P. 100. 

14 Takakusu, A Record of the Buddhistic Religion as practised in India 
and the Malay Archipelago, PP. XLVI, 144n. 185. 

15 Brhatsamhita, X, 14. 

16 Watters, op. cit., P. 189. 

17 Ftsing, pp. XXX-XXXIV. 


18 Dafakumüracarita, V1, P. 287. 
19 Abhidhanacintamani, Bhümikhanda, 45 (p. 147) 
20. к85, ПІ, 4.291. Cf. Рйгуат = ambudher = adürasthanam nagarim. 
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identified with Tamluk on the 
district of West Bengal. The 
ntto its being an old site. 


Tamralipta has been 
Rupnarayan in the Midnapore 
archezological relics of the place poi 
үе temple of Vargabhima of the town is mentioned in the 

rahmanda Purana which incorporates а chapter called 
Tàmralipta-mahatmya.** N. L. De thinks that the temple was 
Constructed on an ancient vihàra, perhaps, one of the few 
mentioned by Hsüan Tsang in the seventh century Ар. 8 

In the Gunaighar grant of Vainyagupta, dated 188 Gupta 
Era, which records gift of land to a Buddhist monastery, 
reference is made to the ports of ships at Ciidamani, Nagararsi 
and Pradimara. The channel between the two ports was the 
eastern boundary line of the lowlands belonging to the Vihàra.' 
To the south, the channel open to ships connected to the 
large marshy pond at Gunesvara, was the boundary line and to 
the north the channel leading to the port. of Ргадатата. > 

In the tenth century A.D. $ridhara in his Nyaya-kandali 


refers to Bhürisresthika as not only a centre of learning, but 
merchants and bankers.” * 


also a seat of the Sresthins OT 

The place name occurs in the Prabodhacandrodaya of 

Krsnamiéra? (eleventh century A.D) and in the Satya Pirer 

Katha of Bharata Candra Raya (18th century A.D.. Bhiiti- 
t village of Bhursut 


Sresthika has been identified with the presen 
on the right bank of the Damodar in the Hooghly district. 2° 


In the thirteenth century A.D. Ibn Battuta speaks of : 
Sonarkawan (Sonargong) from which Chinese junks used 
to sail for the countries of the far East? Incidentally, 
Ibn Battuta does not refer to Tàmralipta, possibly indicating 


chapter XXXVI. 
ictionary 


Ту Brahmandapurana, 
N. L. Dey. Geographical Р 
EX TIR AGAT 

23 IHQ, VI, p. 59. 

24. ТА, 1932, p. 50. 


of Ancient and Mediaeval India, 


25. Act II, 49. 
26 Б, СЙ Sen, Some Historical Aspects of the Inscriptions of Bengal, pp. 


27 Gibb, Travels of Ibn Battuta, p. 268. 
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that by the thirteenth century A.D. it had receded in impor- 
tance while the port of Sonargong thrived. In Mahuan’s 
account of the kingdom of Bengala reference is made tolg 
Place called Sona-urh-Kong which lay at a distance of 500 li 
(166 miles) or more from Cheh-ti-gan. Small boats from 
Cheh ti-gan were “used to ascend the river up which at a 
distance of 500 li ог more Опейжаггіүегѕ at a place 
called Sona-urh-kong.28 Mahuan’s account is a Chinese 
description of the kingdom of Bengala, written at the 
Commencement of the 15th century. Sona-urh-kong definitely 
reminds us of Sonarkawan of Ibn-Battuta.?? The above 
account thus proves the existence of Sonarkawan in the 
beginning of the 15 century A D. Identification of this 
Port is still conjectural, Nevertheless, the description, as 
given by [bn Battuta, implies to its location somewhere 
near the confluence of the Meghna and the Brahmaputra. 
In fact, there are still a few places in that locality, like 
Sonarang, which easily remind us of Sonarkawan (Suvarna- 
grama). Yule long ago remarked that at present there is no 
such place which can be definitely identified with that port 
of mediaeval Bengal?! Possibly the city and the relics 
thereof were victims of the fluctuation of river courses and 
tectonic activities, 22 
28 JASB, 1895, pp. 523 ff. 
29 Ibid., p. 523. 
30 Ibid., p. 529, n. 6. 
31 Yule, Cathay, Intro., p. LXXI. "dx: 
32 Of Soonergong the account of. Hamilton is signiflcant, He writes : 
“This is reputed to have been once a large city, the provincial capital 
of the eastern division of Bengal, before Dacca was in existence, but 
itis now dwindled down to a village situated on one of the branches 
of the Brahmaputra, about 13 miles south-east from Басса, lat. 23°39 
N., Long. 90°43' Б. By Abul Fazl in 1582 it Is celebrated for the 
manufacture of beautiful cloth. Francis Buchanan on arriving at the 
town of Soonergong..... was informed that Suvarnagrama or Sooner 
gong, the former Capital of Bengal had been swept entirely away by 
the Brahmaputra, which river had in this quarter greatly deviated 


from its course’. (Hamilton, Geographical, Statistical and Historical 
Description of Hindoostan, Vol, I, London, 1820, p. 187.) 
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of mediaeval Bengal was Sapta- 
t where the Sarasvati 
jrathi. Innumerable 


Жы ys important port 
ad ds t was situated at the poin з 
eee паша emanate from the Bhagi 4 
dr I E MACC to this trade centre in mediaeval Bengali 
AD e show that at least from the fourteenth century 
The. Saptagrama was an emporium of immense importance. 
ae river Sarasvati, on which it flourished, is at present a 
зані channel. But even as late as the beginning of the 

ntieth century remnants oflarge boats were often collected 
from the river bed. 
a From the Manasamangal 

y of Saptagrama extende 
the famous emporium is represe 
of Adi Saptagram in the Hooghly district. 

During the reign of Akbar Satgnow was one of the Sircars 


into which the Subah of Bangal was divided. Satgnow itself 
last dated coin, struck at this mint, 


Was a mint town and the 
bears the date 957 A.H. (1550 A.D.)?* Fifteen years later 
Cesar Frederick found in Saptagrama only a small town of 
little importance which indicates that already in the second half 
of the sixteenth century this famous market town?? had 
ceased to enjoy its glorious position in the economic life of 
mediaeval Bengal. When Ralph Fitch 1583-91) came to this 
country Hugeli had beccme the Porto Piqueno or the small 
port, though Satgaon was а «faire citie.? 
Drying up of the river Sarasvati has be 
the downfall of Saptagrama. We have alre 


a of Vipradasa it is clear that the 
d up to Triveni.]* The site of 
nted by the present locality 


en accounted for 
ady shown that 


22125; Krsnarama, Sasthimaigala, 


Manuscript no. 5674 of the Asiatic Society, Calcutta. The date of this 

manuscript is uncertain. But Vipradása was а ceo UR 

Hussain Shah and his work is dated Saka 1417 (A. D. 1495). If is to 
be noted that Dhoyi, the author of the Рауападтша does not mention 
Saptagrama. 

34 JASB, N-S., V, p. 254. 

35 Ibid,p. 256. 

36 J. N. Das Gupta, Bengal in the Sixteenth Century, p. 125. 

37 Purchas His Pilgrims, X, p. 182. 


33 Vipradasa, Manasa-Mangala, Р: 
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the Sarasvati once carried a considerable volume of the 
water of the Bhagirathi. But by the time when the Padma 
began to carry the main Volume of the upland water of the 
Ganges, the Bhàgirathi failed to supply adequate amount to 


water to her distributaries. The Tesult was the drying up 
of the bed of Sarasvati, 


European travellers in the sixteenth centuris mentioned 
the city and port of Bengala. Its earlier reference is found 
in the account of Marcopolo.?® In Bleave’s map the city of 
Bengala stands oposit to Chatigam.*® The Chart of the Great 


Mugal, as cited by Blochman also locates the city at the same 
place,4° 


The exact geographical situation of the city of Bengala 
is not easy to determine. But its existence is proved beyond 
doubt by the explicit references made by foreign travellers.** 


Rennel admits that Bangala existed during the early part 
of the seventeenth century, the site being carried away by 
Some natural catastrophe.*? 


Already in the Sixteenth century the Portuguese in Bengal 
Were using the ports of Ogeli (Hooghly) and Chatigam. They 
are referred to as the Porto Pequeno (the little port) and 
Porto Grande (the big port) respectively. Hooghly quickly 


38 Travels of Marcopolo, translated from Benedetto by Aldo Rilch, p, 
203. Marco Polo writes **the people of Bengala carry on thriving 
trade, for they have spikenard, pepper, ginger, sugar and many other 
kinds of precious spices. Indian merchants come to this province and 
buy the eunuchs, and slaves and take them to other countries to sell 
them again.” 

39 Theatrum Orbis Terrarum, П, reproduced by Blochman in JASB, 1873, 

pt. I, pt. IV. 
Blochman, op. cit., p. 233. 

a Travels of Fade ae varthema etc., p. 210 ; The Book of Barbosa, 11, 
р. 146; Early Travels in India, p. 1 ; Sketch of the Topography and 
Statistics of Dacca, p. 92; JASB, 1913, рр. 439 о THQ, XVI, р. 230; 
XXII, pp. 282-83 ; Early Career of Kanhoji Angrian and other papers, 
p. 83 ff. 

42 Rennel, Memoir, p. 57. 
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business centre. 


became а thriving 
silk and cotton 


Tose in i 

UN й importance and 
Chief articles of t i 

rade were rice, sugar; 

goods,4s ПЕВА 

at bereft of an obscure 


In chapter IV we have seen th 
there is notbing in the 


е, in the Aitareya Aranyaka, 

й ic literature which betrays the knowledge of the Vedic 

Tyans with regard to the geography of eastern India. 
thinks that the city of 


Panini 
PUR refers to Gaudapura,** S. Sen 
Baa rae was situated in a region which was Aryanised 
hence it did not belong to eastern India.** 
ter upon а 


With the ascendency of the Mauryas we en 
hangarh inscription, which 


More solid ground. The Mahast 

Оп palaeographical grounds may be assigned to the Maurya 
Period, apparently issues On order from Pudanagala,‘® the 
Prakrt corruption of Pundranagara- In the seventh century A.D. 


Hstian Tsang travelled from Kajangala to Pupravardhaha 
(Pun-na-fa-tan-na) and visited the Po-shi-po monastery. *” 
Cunningham at first mistook Pun-na-fa-tan-na for Punya- 
vardhana.*? But later he reshuffled his opinion and identi- 
fied the Po-shi-po monastery with the ruins of Bhasuvihara*® 
Cunningham located Pundranagara at Mahasthan in the Bogra 
district.^? The provenance of the Mahasthangarh tablet 
confirms the identification made long ago by Cunningham." 


alled Karatoya-mahatmya** which deals 


There is a text © 
of Pundravardhana. Many 


actually with the topography 


43 HBJ, р. 365. 

44 Panini. VII, II, 99. 

45 S. Sen, Bangla Bhasar Iti 

46 EI, XXI, pp. 83-91. 

47 Watters, Op. cit., II, p. 185. 

48 Ancient Geography of India, 

49 ASIAR, XV, p. 110. 

50 Ibid. й 

51 EI, ХХІ, p. 88. Recent excavations ‘have revealed the remnants of 
the massive structures of the Bhasuvihara. 

52 Ed. by P. С. Sen, VRS Monograph по. 2. 


has, I, p. 4- 


p. 480. 
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of the sites, referred to in this text can be located in the 
adjacent areas of the present village of Mahasthan.5? 


In the Gupta period Pundravardhana served as the provin- 
cial headquarter of the bhukti or province of Pundravardhana. 
The period by which Pundravardhana as a city or provincial 
headquarter declined or was abandoned is not easy to deter- 
mine, The province of Pundravardhana, however, survived as 
late as the last days of Sena rule. But whether the provincial 
headquarter was retained at Pundravardhana is a matter which 
requires speculation, Anandabhatta in his Vallalacarita refers 
toa certain Mahāsthāna in the eastern portion of Мателда.“ 
Among its relics mention has been made of a temple of Ѕіуа.°° 
If this Mahasthàna isto be identified with the ancient city 
of Pundranagara, we have to assume that already by the 
thirteenth century A, D. the name Pundravardhana had been 
replaced by that of Mahasthana, It is of interest to note that 
neither the Tabqat-i-Nasiri nor the Ain-i-Akbari bears any 
reference to this city of hoary antiquity. Even in the list of 
mahals, mentioned in Todarmal's rent-roll, Pupdranagara finds 
no mention. 


From the Gupta period onwards we have a large number 
ofinscriptions mostly land grant documents—at our disposal 
which refer to bhuktis (province), visayas ( district) etc. Each 
of the bhuktis and уізауаз had their respective headquarters 
(adhisthanas) and offices (adhiküramas). Sometimes we have 
references to royal encampments (Skandhavara) or camps of 
victory (jaya-skandhavara). 


The Susunia Inscription,5" which оп  polaeographical 
grounds, may be assigned to the fourth century A.D.,5* men- 
tions a certain Candravarman as the ruler of Puskarapa. The 


53 Ibid, Introduction, р. 11. 

54 Vallalacarita, Ed. H. P. Shastri, p. 32- 

55 Ibid., The Ramacarita, however, refers to the city of Pundravardhana 
у of the Varendri-mandala (Ramacarita. KavipraSasti, verse 1.) 

56 EI, ХП, p. 317 tf. 

57 SI,p.341. 
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na В 

p сю іп that of Pokkarna, 4 villege on the right 
logical’ reli amodar in the Bankura district.? The archaeo- 
figutine A of Pokharana include inter alia a terracotta 
period, a уакут which can be assigned to the Sunga 


Koti ~ MO 
Otivarsa appears as а district (visaya) in the inscriptions 


fr 
om North Bengal.5? Hemacandra (11th century) speaks of 
ura as different 


po. Umiavana, Sonitapura and Bayap ге 
ih уны for Койуаг$а.9° According to ап old tradition 
E remains of a fort near Dumduma in the Dinajpur district 
Ерга the capital of Bánarája.?* Buchanan first identi- 

Deokot of the Ain-i-Akbari with Dumduma.*? Close to 
Dumduma lies Gangarampur which has been identified with 
Kotivarga. An early Muhammedan inscription has been 


found from this place.** 


_ The town of Deokot n 
clings to a parganah along 
district.?^ It was а small mahal within t 
nauti undea the name of Dihikot.°° 

The Baigram copper plate Inscription of the (Gupta) Era 
128,°° mentions райсапавагі as a headquarter from which 


the order was issued. райсапаваті may be identified with 
in the Bogra district?” of 


modern Pancbibi, 4 village 


o longer exists, But the name 


the Punarbhava in the Dinajpur 
he Sarkar of Lakh- 


Bangladesh. 
С ves EE 
58 Ibid, п. 1. 
59 SI, pp. 291, 293, 337. 
60 Abhidhanacintamani, IV, 977- 
61 JASB, М. S., V, pp. 215-16. 
62 Martin, Eastern India, П, P, 660. 
63 Blochman, JASB, 1872, pt. I, P. 102. 
64 Sherwill, Survey Report of the Dinajpur District, PP: 20 
65 Ain-i-Akbar, ПІ, p. 142. 
66 El, ХХІ, р. 78-83. Е. G. Basak, Who edited the inscription, 


remarks that Paficanagari may signify either the name of the visaya 
or that of the district headquarter (bid, р. 82, n. 5.) 


67 SI, p. 342, n. 4. 
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Another district headquarter viz. Palà$avrndaka is referred 


to in the Damodarpur Copper plate of the time of Budha- 
gupta, dated 163 (Gupta Era)®8, 


The Gunaighar Grant of Vainyagupta was issued from 
the “victorious camp full of great ships and elephants and 


horses (situated) at Kripura", Kripura at present cannot be 
identified, 


In the seventh century A, A. Hsiian Tsang travelled from 
To-mo-li-ti to Kia-lo-na-su-fa-la-na’ Cunningham took the latter 
to be the Chinese corruption of Kiranasuvarna. Hsüan Tsang 
visited the Lo-to-mi-chi monastery at the place, Recent 
excavations, carried on at Chiruti, near Berhampore in the 
Murshidabad district, have yielded a seal with a legend 
bearing the name of the таћаутата of Raktamrttika, which 
easily reminds us of the Lo-to-mi-chi monastery referred to by 
Hstian Tsang. The provenance of the seal indicates that the 
mahavihara was situated near Chiruti and that the rains of the 
region concerned Tepresent Karnasuvarna of old.7° 


The Vappaghosabata grant of Jayanaga was issued from 
the camp of victory situated at Karpasuvarga./ The Nidhan- 
Pur plates of Bhaskaravarman also were issued from the same 
camp.?? 


The Kailan copper plate of Sridharana Вага, 73 which on 
palaeographical grounds may be assigned to the seventh 
century А.р. refers to Devaparvata as a provincial head- 
quarter of the Samatata country. It is described as Sarvata- 
bhadraka* * and as encircled by the river Ksiroda. This river 
may be identified with the dried up bed of the Khira or Khirnai 


68 El, XV, p. 135 f. 

69 IHQ. VI, p. 57. 

70 See Supra, p. 43, n. 15. 
71 ЕІ, ХУШІ, p. бог. 

72 EI, XXI, p. 65. 

73 IHQ, XXIII, pp. 221-241. 
74 Ibid, р. 237, Text L. 3. 
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Practica] а 
hills ly surrounding the southern end of the Mainamati 


d S one plate Inscription of king Bhavadeva also Was 
also Ksiroda Jevaparvata," ^ the Skandhavara. In this epigraph 
Which ü a 5 mentioned as the holy river оп the banks of 
Points t e city stood." Тһе topographical information 

o the location of Devaparvata at the Mainamati hills 


n с 
ear Comilla,” $ 


din Irda copper 
UM ùgu as their capital (rajadh 
glo ame place. The first five verses 0 
wing account of the city. The descrip 
(V.I) “Where the temples, 25 if fired in ascending up to 
the distant firmament, like the clouds with the tips of the 


longues of their fluttering banners. 
(V.2) Where the mass of smoke, 
from the fire of oblations, creates the illusio: 
career of Indra (who is) invoked in sacrifices. 
(V.3) Where the clouds, exhausted as it Were, by bathing 
and drinking of water, rest over the golden rampart walls 


which are as resplendent as fire. 
(V.4) Which bears crystal gateways, shining white, as if 
anointed with the glories of the king continuously flowing out 


through them. 

(V. 5) From that 
ful wealth and increasing virtue, 
and righteous kings’’.°° 


f $ri Candra of the 


75 ІНО, XXIII р. 226. The Paschimbag plate O 
(regnal) year 5 (D. C- Sircar, Epigraphic Discoveries in East Pakistan, 
Pp. 63-69) also mentions Devaparvata as lying on the river Ksiroda. 


76 JAS(L), XVII, pp. 83-94. 

ui De p. 93, text L, 41 (Ksiroi 
ui palaeographical groun! 

яз в to the eighth or nint 
, XXII, рр. 150-159. 

80 Ibid, p. 157. 


7 


plate of Nayapaladeva*? describes 
ani). The grant was issued from 
f the inscription give a 
tion runs as follows : 


rising up to the sky 
n of cloud, the 


capital city Priyangu, which is of wonder- 
and is (the seat of) powerful 


dabdidhaniya pun. уапайуа...... ) 
ds the inscription of Bhavadeva may be 


h century A.D. (bid, p. 84). 
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Unfortunately Priyahgu cannot be identified with any 
amount of certainty, 


The Jajilpada grant of Сораја II,** the Bangarh grant of 
Маћћраја I3? and the Amgachi copper plate of Vigrahapala 
1183 refer to the royal encampments at  Vataparvatika, 
Vilásapura and Haradhàma. The last two camps of victory 
Were possibly situated on the Ganges. The name Haradhüma?* 


may be campared to that of Candrardhamauli mentioned in 
the Pavanadüta$5 of Dhoyi. 


The royal camp situated at Vikramapura is mentioned in 
the inscriptions of the Candras, the Varmans and the Senas.®° 
Probably the runis of Rampal, now a village in the Vikrampur 
parganah of the Dacca district of Bangladesh, represent 
Vikramapura, the capital. Among the relics of Rampal 
mention may be made of a great artificial lake. To the north 
of this lake is Vallalavadi, associated with the name of Vallala- 
sena, the Sena ruler. It consists of a large earthen fort about 
750 feet square with a broad ditch all round.87 


Vikramapura formerly belonged to the kingdom of the 
Candras as is evident from the findspot of the Rampal copper 
Plate of Sricandra. The Belwa copper plate of Bhojavarman 
indicates that the Candras were supplanted by the Varmans. 
Ultimately Vijayasena conquered at least a portion of East 


Bengal by driving away the Varmans off their stronghold at 
Vikramapura. 


aM eR 
81 Bháratayarsa, 1344 (B.S.), pt. I, р. 264. 


82 EI,XIV, p. 324 f. 

83 EI,XV, p. 293 f. 

84 HBR,p.32. 

85 Pavanadita, 29. 

$6 The Rampal copper plate of Sricandra (ZB, pp. 1-9); thes Belwa copper 
plate of Bhojavarman (ІВ, pp. 15-24) ; ће Barrackpur inscription of 
Vijayasena (1B, pp. 55-67). 

87 Cunningham, ASZAR, ХУ, р. 132. 
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The Edilpur copper plate of Кеќауаѕепа,*° the Madan- 
pada?? and the Sahitya Parishad copper plate?" of Visvarüpa- 
Sena were ali issued from the camp of victory situated at Phalgu- 
grama. Location of this royal camp cannot be ascertained 
definitely. Another seat of the Sena power lay at Dharyya- 
grama, mentioned in the Bhowal plate of Laksmapasena.?* 
The findspot of the inscription is Rajabadi, near Bhowal in 
the Dacca district. N. K. Bhattasali identifies Dharyyagrama 
with Rajabadi,?? the provenance oftheepigraph. The capital 


*where the mosses play hide-and-seek 


is described as a place 
he pleasure resorts ; 


by the side of the beauty of the trees of t 
where the thrill of victory (prosperity) of the earth is expressed 


in the guise of (shivering) com plants ; (where) princes give 
up their lives, but not their manly qualities ; (where) were 
quickly given diverse villages by crores (i. e. in large numbers) 


as grants to Brahmins .*? 

The Manahali grant of Мадапараја ?* and the Rümacarita 
of Sandhyakaranandin °° refer to the city of Ramavati. The 
Ramacarita gives a glowing description of the city. 

e 31, сапіо III of the Ramacarita, it is described 
ass of gems" and as “liked by 
d wealthy residents". In verse 
d that country (Varendri)” 
hich was unassail- 


In vers 
as “carrying an immense m 
all as the city of gods an 
48 we are told that “having occupie 
Вашардіа "reached the city of Ramavati w. 
able and appeared like Alaka...”” 


ELP. Shastri remarked that 
of Ramavati.?* But verse 48 0 


Ramapala founded the city 
f canto III, cited above, rather 


88 JB, pp. 118-131. 
89 ІВ, pp. 132-139. 


90 ТВ, рр. 140-48. 

91 JAS (І), VIII, pp. 7-17. D. C.Sircar reads Phasphagráma (JAS (L), 
XX, p. 212) 

92 JAS (1), VIII, p. 11. 

93 bid, p. 33. 


94 JASB, LXIX, рр. 66-73. 
95 Ramacarita, III, 31, 48. 
96 Ramacarita, ed. by H. P. Shastri, p. 15. 
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indicates the existence of the city even before the conquest 
of Varendri by the Pala ruler, though in verse 29 of canto 


III Катараја is said to have "built the city which rivalled 
Amaràvati". 


Ramavati may be identified with Ramauti, mentioned in 


the Ain-i-Akbari as a fiscal unit belonging to the Sarkar of 
Lakhnauti®? 


In the Manahali Copper plate Ramiavali is deseribed as 
the royal encampment from which the grant was issued, 
The ruins of the village of Amrti in the district of Malda 
are supposed to represent the old capital, ?? 


In verses 5-7 of canto II of the Ramacarita reference is 
made to the feudal chiefs who helped Ràmapala in his 
campaign against the Kaivarttas. The commentary on the 
relevant verses furnishes us with the names of the kingdoms 
Which belonged to the respectives chiefs. An account of 


the kingdoms and their probable identifications may be 
incidentally noted. 


(1) Kotatavi—The ruler was Viraguna. The locality may 
be identified with that of Mahal kotde$ with three forts 
mentioned in the Ain-i- Akbarj109 

(2) Dandabhukti*?: :—The king was Jayasimha 

(4) Bala-Balabhi :—The ruler was Уікгатагаја, 

(5) Aparamandara :—The king ia called LaksmiSira. 
The name of the kingdom may be compared to that of 
Mandaran mentioned as a Sarkar in the Ain-i Akbari.2°® 
The headquarter is now represented by Bhatargarh near 
Arambagh in the Hoogly district. (6) Kujavati—The ruler 


97 Ain-i-Akbari II, ed. Jarret, р. 131. 

98 JASB. XILX. p. 71, \ 4 т Eu 

99 VJI, p, 207. N. N. Basu, however, is inclined to identify Ramavati 
with Ramapurar Kanthal or Ramaipur in the Bogra district (Ibid, 
pp. 208-09). 

100 Ain-i-Akbari, II, p. 144. 

101 See our discussion in chapter V. pp. 81-2. 

102 History of Orissa, p- 250. 
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QUT Kujavati may be identified with the locality 
(7) ame name near Nayadumka in the Birbhum district.*°° 
Tailakampa—the ruler was Rudra Sikhara. The place 
has been identified with Telkupi in the Manbhum district.1°* 
(8) Ucchala with king Bháskara, R. D. Banerji located it 
in the Birbhum district." ^? 

(9) Dhekkariya. The king was Pratāpasińha. The name 
of the locality reminds us of Dhekkari, mentioned in the 
inscription of Isvaraghosa.*°°- It may be identtfied with 
Dhekuri near Katwa in the Katwa in tho Burdwan district, 

(10) Kayangala-mandala, The king was Narasimbarjuna. It 
has been identified with Kankjol. (11) Candrarjuna of Samka- 
tagráma which cannot be identified, (12) Nidravali-the king 


was Vijayaraja. 
(13) Kausámbi. The ruler is called Dvorápavarddhana. 
It is to be identified with the Parganah Tappe Kusumbi in the 


Bogra district." "* 
(14) Paduvanva— The ruler was Soma. The locality is yet 
present Рарпа.29®% 


to be identified. Н.Р. Shastri took it to be 
{Ьез the city of Nadiya as the 


The Tabaqat-i-Nasiri descr. 
royal seat of Laksmapasena! +° R. D. Banerji was of opinion 
s had never been situated at 


that the capital of the Sena 
however, which go 


Nadiya.t+1 There are some references, 
f Banerji. According to the Samban- 


against the contention O 
dha-nirnaya Navadvipa was the capital of Vallalasena in the 
fag end of his life. **” The same tradition is mentioned in the 


Vallàlacarita.! У 

103 M. Mitra, Birhbumer Itihasa, p. 59. 
104 Ibid. 

105 В. D. Banerji, ор. си. P- 289-90. 
106 IB. p. 149. 


107 Ramacarita, Intro.» XXVIII. 

108 R. D. Banerji, op. Cit.. P- 290. 

109 Rāmacarita, ed. H. P. Shastri, P. 14- 
110 Tabagat-i-Nasiri, Р. 554. 

111 Banglar Itihāsa, P. 357. 

112 Sambandhaniranya, P. 708 

113 Vallalacarita, XXVII, 1. 
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The Pavanadiita of Dhoyi furnishes us with an epic descrip- 
tion of Vijayapura 114 referred to as the royal encampment 
(Skandhavara) and the capital 115, evidently of Laksmagasena. 
From the description it appears that the city stood on or 
near the Ganges?! and was Within a reasonable distance 


from the point where the Yamuna and the Sarasvati emanate 
from the Bhagirathi. 


M. Chakravarti identified Vijayapuri with Мафуа 117. 

From the directions Biven in the poem it appears that 
the identification may not be for off the mark.125 

Itseems that the Sena rulers Shifted their capital from 
Катауа to Laksmanavati, mentioned as Lakhnauti in the 
Tabaqat-i-Nasiri19 The city has been identified with the 
ruins of Gaur in the Мајда district,12° This celebrated royal 
Seat stood on the Ganges near its junction with the Mahananda. 
and survived in importance till the days of Humayun and 
Akbar. Whether the city of Laksmanavati was founded by 
Laksmapasena or his immediate predecessor, cannot be deter- 
mined with accuracy,12+ 


114 Pavanadüta VV, 39 ff. 

115 Ibid. V. 39, 

116 Ibid, V. 41. 

117 JASB, N. S., I, P. 45.. MU M 

118 R.P. Chanda identified it with Vijayanagara near Rampur-Boalia in 
the Rajshahi district (Gaudarajamala, P. 75). One Vijayanagara is 
mentioned in some mediaeval Bengali texts. It cea not have been 
for off from the Damodar and lay to the north of it (HBR, P. 252, 
n. 3). it NGS 

-i-Nasiri, P. 567. 
bs р і ра Р. 55; Hunter, ор- cit., УП, P. 23. : 
121 N. N. Basu credits Vallalasena with the foundation of the city (VJL 


P. 358). 


CHAPTER VII 


TRADE-ROUTES 


A 
Overland Routes 

As we have shown above à characteristic feature of the 
Physical geography of Bengal is its river system. It is bounded 
on the north by the Himalayas and by hilly lands both on the 
east and the west, while the southern end, abounding in creeks 

and estuaries, is washed by the waves of the Bay of Bengal. 
| Such a geographical position presupposes that from earliest 
times different corners of Bengal were accessible to each other 
both by land and riverine courses, while Bengal itself was 
connected with the rest of India and extra-Indian territories by 


land and oversea routes- 

Routes of foreign and inland trade no doubt served as 
avenues to invaders of Bengal as well. A few inscriptions and 
literary texts preserve accounts of such military campaigns 
undertaken by some rulers of ancient India. We have also 
accounts of foreigners who either visited India or collected 
information from other sources. These data, properly analysed, 
provide us with an idea regarding the land and water routes 
actually followed by merchants and military generals from and 
into Bengal. 

In the digvijaya section of the Sabhaparva of the Маћа- 
ied on military conquests 


bharata Bhima is said te have carried 
lands now incorporated in 


in Eastern India including the 

Bengal, Having killed the king of Modagiri he defeated the 
Pundras and the ‘Potentate ОП the river Kosi.” Having subju- 
gated them he attacked the ruler of Vahga and then conquered 
Tamralipta, Karvata, Suhma and all other barbarians living 


in coastal regions. Having subdued these peoples he proceeded 


towards the Lauhitya.* 


1 Mbh., 11, 133. 


104 HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY OF BENGAL 

Even if the digvijaya of Bhima is not historical in chara- 
cter, most ot the topographical names mentioned here are 
noticed in other historical documents. Hence, reference to 
these places, purported to Speak of a conquering tour, 
may betray the knowledge of the author or authors of the 
Great Epic about their mutual accessibility. These places may 
be located in northern, central and south-western Bengal? We 
may, therefore, presume that by the period of the composition 
of the epic a Toute connected northern Bengal with central 
and south-western Bengal. 


5 The Raghuvarnga of Kālidāsa indicates that the region now 
included in Bengal could have been approached through the 
Ganges. We are told that Raghu in course of his digvijaya 
Proceeded with his large army towards the eastern sea like 
Bhagiratha leading the Ganges. The implication is that 
Perhaps Raghu followed the riverine route along the Ganges 
into the plains of Bengal. 


The Raghuvarisa further states that having subdued the 
Sumhas, Raghu exterminated the Уаћраз and then marched 
south-westward over the Kapisa on his way to Kaliiga through 
Utkala.* 


As we have already seen the Mahābhārata indicates a route 
connecting central Bengal with south-western Bengal. The 
evidence, furnished by the Raghuvari$a, perhaps suggests that 
the route did not terminate there, but extended south-westward 
across the river Карла, identified with the Kasai flowing 
through the districts of Bankura and Midnapore. 

Probably the same route was followed by Уабоуагтап of 
Kanauj who, according to the Gaudavaho of Vakpati, carried 
on depradations in Magadha and Vanga and marched towards 
the south-west through Odra and Kalinga.® 


2 See chapter IV. 

3 Кагћиуатба, ТУ, 32. 

4 Ibid. ТУ, 37. К у 

5 Gaudavaho, VV. 414—17, 1194; See also R. S. Tripathi, History of 
Kanauj, PP. 197—99. 
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Existence of a land route from the south along the eastern. 


< SEMIS Я 

s of India right up to Bengal is vouchsafed by а few 
ediaeval Indian documents. In the first half of the eleventh 
aign was undertaken by а general 


of the great Cola emperor Rajendra Cola. According to the 


Tirumalai Rock inscription, the Cola emperor first conquered 
Когаја and then subjugated the rulers of Odda-visaya; Tanda- 


bhutti, Takkanaladam, Vangaladesa and Utiiraladam.° 
Tandabhutti is evidently Dandabhukti, identified with the 
region round modern Datan in the Midnapore district of West 
Bengal?. Vangiladesa of the Cola inscription could have 
"denoted East Bengal.? Rajendra Cola's army; therefore, must 
have had followed the traditional route connecting South 


Bengal with Orissa and the region beyond. 

In the second half of the eleventh century another invasion 
was undertaken by Vikramaditya VI of the Western Calukya 
family of Kalyana. In the Vikramankadevacarita of Bilhana 
he is stated to have subdued the rulers of Gauda and 
Кататра. It is not unlikely that in his east Indian campaign 
Vikramaditya had followed the same track as mentioned 


above. 

The account left by Hsiian Tsang furnishes us with some 
interesting details regarding the routes connecting different 
regions of Bengal in the seventh century A.D. From Ka-chu- 
wu-khi-lo the Chinese pilgrim travelled east, crossed the Ganges 

From Pun-na-fa- 


and reached the Pun-na-fa-tan-nd country. 
grim travelled east and crossed over a mighty 


tan-na, the pil 


Banerji (Palas of Bengal. 


I, PP. 151—52. R.D- 
the march-land 


6 EI, IX, Р. 233; ІНО, XII 
bably pandabhukti was 


P. 71) observes that “most pro 
between Orissa and Bengal." 

7 HBR, P. 27. 

8 The account of Rajendr 
Cola inscriptions, may sugges 
ed upto the Bhagiratht in the east, atleas! 
invasion. 

9 Vikramankadevacarita, ш, 74. 


as recorded in the 
a's Kingdom extend- 
e of the Cola. 


a's East Indian campaign, 
t that Govindacandr 
t, during the tim! 
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river to Kia-mo-lu-po. From Kia-mo-lu-po he went to San-mo- 
fa-to and thence to Tan-mo-lih-ti. From Tan-mo-lih-ti the 
pilgrim reached Kie-lo-na-su-fa-la-na, From Kio-lo-na-su-fa- 
la-na going south-westwards over 700 li one could reach the 
country of Wu-cha,1° 

Ka-chu-wu khi-lo has been identified with Кајаћваја near 
Rajmahal'* and Pun-na-fa-tan-na with Pundravardhana which 
із represented by the ruins at Mahasthan in the Bogra 
District.t12 The “mighty river’ is the Karatoyà and Kia-mo-lu- 
Po is the Chinese corruption of Катагіїра 18  San-mo-ta-to, 
ie, Samatata is territorially equivalent to Tippera-Noakhali 
Tegion.14 Kie-lo-na-su-fa-la-na із probably Karnasuvarna 
Which may be identified with the Chiruti region of the 
Murshidabad district: 5 

The above identifications of the places mentioned by Hsüan 
Tsang would indicate that a route ran from Kajangala to 
Кататра through Pundravardhana. Another route connected 
Assam with south-east Bengal, while a third route through 


Coastal Bengal was a link between south-east and south-west 
Bengal. 


I-tsing who reached Tamralipta in 673 A.D. referred to a 
road running westward from the seaport. This route is 
alluded to in certatn Buddhist texts. 

The Kathasaritsagara refers to merchants travelling from 
Pundravardhana to Pāțaliputra. +6 . 

L-tsing states that in the 3rd-4th centuries Chinese priests 
came to India from Szuchuan via Upper Burma.!? The 


10 Watters, op. cit., Vol. П, РР. 184—93. 

11 Cunningham, Op. cit., PP. 478—79. 

12 Ibid, P. 482. 

13 Ibid, P. 500. 

14 5. B. Chaudhuri, op. cit., Р. 176. Pea ns as! 

15 Cunningham, op. cit., P. 505 ; S. В. Das, Rajbadidanga, preface, III. 

16 Kathasaritaságara, tr. Tawney, Vol. II, T 86. 

17 P. C. Raychaudbury, History and Civilisation of Assam, P. 381, Chang- 
kien (126 B. С.), the Chinese ambassador to the Yuen-chi country 


found silk and bamboo in Tahsia which were imported from Shentu. | 
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Shun 
g-sli 
he (A.D. 420-479) refers to ап embassy which the king 


of the m 
забрано sent to China.^? It is not unlikely that the 
REPEAT e: route mentioned by p-tsing.:? That the 
Vouchsafed ds to be used by marchants and travellers is 
alti tha’. ti y the account of Kia-tan (AD. 785-805). We are 
за e land route from Tonkin ran to Kamarupa. 
сонна e Karatoya, passed pundravardhana, and, running 
the Ganges to Kajangala, reached Magadha.*? 
three hundred Chinese missio- 
India.?* Even in the sixteenth 
med Budhagupta used this land 
pati to Pagan.** 


n s tenth century about 
centur ollowed this route to 
PSU LER Indian monk na 

in the journey from Gan 
rses were imported to 
mountain passes 
that even іп the 
to Tibet and on 
sion of Bengal 
by 


The Tabagat-i-Nasiri tells us that ho 
hrough thirty five 


Lakhnawti from Tibet t 
З Kamrup and Tibet.?? This shows 
ts КАР century the same route from Behar 
OP continued to be used. The Mongol invasi 
3. took place in 1244 A.D. was, 95 Yule points Out, 
ay of Cathay Tibet."' 

TELLE 
to indicate that 
put there is 


The account of Chang 
ing to В. №. Mukherjee 


products of of South Chin 
no evidence in this теѕре 
(Our Heritage. ХУ, Pt- IDs 
The Arthasastra tells amarupa (Assam 
her textiles, sandal and 48" t qualities. 
were carried to the differ de and commerce of northern 
India along the high way of traffic. be unlikely that the 
high way did not terminate jn Assam but ran to south China through 
18 rm tracts of Assam, Manipur and Upper Burma. 3 
19 d D India and China, р. 7f. 
2075 52 . 161. 
УШ ae IV (1904), PP- 142—43. — 
a Hun. ~ ajumdar, Hindu Colonies in the Far East. I, pt. I, P. 226 f. 
GRUT e IL, РР. 683—701. 
21 vi aqat-i-Nasiri, Il, Р. 766. 
ule, Cathay, 1, Р, 78 f. 


ct, Sheu- 
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B 
Over-Sea route 


The lower Gangetic valley in the early centuries of the 
Christian era was connected both by land and sea with the 
Test of India lying westward as well as the extra-Indian terri 
tories comprising south-east Asia in general. 

As early as the period when Strabo collected his informa- 
tion, large ships sent out from Egypt to India for valuable 
cargoes, not unoften sailed as far as the Ganges.? 5 

The Ch’ien-Han-shu records an account of a maritime 
enterprise from Tonkin to Huang-che. It states that “from 
the frontiers of Je-nan, from Sin-wen and Ho-pu sailing fot 
five months one reaches the kingdom of Tu-yuan. Sailing 
again for more than twenty days one reaches the kingdom of 
Chen-li, Then going by land-route fore more than ten days 
one reaches the kingdom of Fu-kan-tu-lu. From Fu-kan-tu-lu 
sailing for more than two months one reaches the kingdom of 
Huang-che." 26 

K.A.N. Shastri and Wang Gung-wu, following Ferrand’s 
identification,?? have taken Huang-che for Кайс. But as We 
have already shown Huang-che was pronounced in ancient 
chinese as Gwang-zie** which certainly reminds us of Gange of 
the Periplus. 

This extended trade included a mission to Huang-che with 
"generous gifts" and a return mission from Huang-che to 
offer as tribute a live rhinoceros.2° 

If the identification of Huang-che with Gange be accepted, 
we have to postulate the existence of a regular sea-borne 


trade between Tonkin on the one hand and the lower reaches 
of the Ganges on the other. 


25 Strabo, 11, 5. 121. 

26 Han-Shu, 288, 32a—b ; Pelliot, T'uong Pao, XIII, PP. 457.59. 
27 JA, 1919, РР. 45—46 ; JMBAS ХХХІ, PP. 20—21. 

28 See Supra, P. 40. 

29 JM BAS, ХХХІ, PP. 23—24. 
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Ano $ 
Sikkim Mher route connecting Bengal with Tibet and China via 
is perhaps referred to in the Periplus?? which mentions 


Taw si й 
o silk yarn and silk cloth as imported from the city of 
nto Damirica by way of the river Ganges. Thina is 
me sources China is referred 


oe in China as in so 

brought is name. It appears that Chinese commodities were 

into the on land to Bengal through which the Ganges flowed 

to ee and thence along the river and sea they were sent 
irica or the Dravida country. 

sailing from the 


J ; 
he Periplus further refers 10 ships 
d even to the 


Ports of 

the 
Crue: Decan to the Ganges an 
ailed from 4 ‘point 
the sea, called at 
on way to Chryse 
been located near 


ows that ships 5 
right across 
]ver country 


5 Rows account sh 
Sed eparture' and, striking 
a and Tamali in the si 


(cj 
CREME The point of departure has 
ern Chicacole. The ‘Silver Country' has been doubtfully 


identi и 

ни with the Arakan, while ‘Chryse Chersonese' of 
olemy has been taken to signify the Malay peniusula in 
general.?2 

e Upper Gangetic valley with 


S 
Med a evidently by WaY of the ports of the Lower 
anges or littoral Bengal. The Avadanasataka* ? refers to à 


AUT of a caravan leader of Sravasti to Ratnadvipa and also 
The > iioc of Sravasti and Rajagrha on the high seas. 
оа н. refers to the experiences | of 
d ants on the voyage from Tamralipta to Suvarnabhumi as 
а panona of natural calamities attendant upon sea voyage. 

ilindapañho avers that the ship owner getting rich with 


Another route connected th 


30 Periplus, 60. 

31 Ptolemy, I. 13.7. 

n Eos Hist. Ind., PP. 446—47- 

a ар I, P. 23 f., 129 f. II, P. 60 f. 
armavibhanga, ed. S. Levi, Р. 50 f. 
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freights paid in a Sea-port, embarks in the high seas and sails 
to Vanga, Takkola, Cina, Soriva, Surattha, Alasanda, 
Kolapattana and Suvarnabhumi.55 

Further evidence re 
Bengal with China is fur. 
of Kang Tai says that 


garding the oversea route connecting 
nished by Kan-Tai. The Fu-nan-chuan, 
"coming out of the Port of Chu-li one 
enters the great bay Travelling straight to the north-west for 
more than a year one Teaches the mouth of river of India which 
1s called the river Ganges. At the mouth of the river there is 4 
kingdom called Tan-mei which belongs to Tien-chu. (Its ruler) 
Sent letters to the Yellow Gate (the Chinese court), and was 
appointed by (China) king of Тап-теј 36" 


Tan-mei, which was at the mouth of the river Ganges to the 
sea, definitely reminds of Tamralipta. Thus it is apparent that 
in the middle of the third century A.D.?? a regular maritime 
Toute existed between China and Tamralipta. 


In the fifth century A, D. Fa-Hien took ship from Tàmra* 
lipta to Ceylon on his way back to China. 


An inscription from Java?® describes one mahanavika (the 
champion sailor) Budhagupta as an inhabitant of Raktamrttika. 
Identification of this Raktamrttikà is not beyond doubt.?? 
Krom long ago suggested that it should be sought for in 


35 Milindapafiho, P. 359. The identification of Vaga in this context is 
subject to controversy, Levi (Etudes Asiatiques, Vol. II, PP. 1—55) 
draws our attention to the alternative reading Vankam which can be 
identified with the island of Banila to the east of the Sumatra (В. С. 
Majumdar, Suvarnadyipa, pt, І, РР. 57—58.) 

36 L, Petech, Northern India According to the Shui-Ching-Chu, P. 53. 

37 K'ang T'ai was a subject of the Southern dynasty (222280 A.D.) The 
embassy would thus be expected to be addressed to the court of that 
dynasty in Nanking. No such embassy is, however recorded in the 
annals of the Southern in dynasty (L. Petech, op. cit., Р. 55). 

38 В. C. Majumdar, Ancient Indian Colonies in the Far East, II, P. 82. 
The inscription is written in a character which resembles the Bràhmi 
script of the 5-6th century А.Г), 

39 BEFEO, ТУ, P. 231, n. 
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to a monastery called Lo-to-wei- 


Indi ч 
dia.*? Hsüan Tsang refers 
41 may be the Chinese 


сонні Karnasuvarga. Lo-to-wei-chi 
Eo Й of Raktamrttika. We have already referred to the 
dta nd of а seal from Chiruti in the Murshidabad 
hare SN West Bengal referring to the Raktamrttika mahāvi- 

ich demands that the monastery was situated in that 


Ocality. It is significant that the Chiruti region 1$ adjacent 
rved as the main channel 


E p Bhagirathi which could have se 
aritime trade between Bengal and the Far East.** 

_ The Memoir on the Eminent Monks who sought the Law 

A the West during the Great T'ang Dynasty (Ta-T'ang Hsi-yii- 

Ch' iu Fa-kao-Seng Chuan) by I-tsing contains ап account of 

the lives and voyages of sixty Buddhist Pilgrims, mostly from 

China, who undertook pilgrimages to India in the second half 


af the seventh century A.D- I-tsings own voyage is described 

AUS : 

., „Ла less than ten days we reached... (58851) Fo-shih (Sri 

Vijaya) where I spent six months learning the Sabdavidya. 

The King befriended me and sent me to the country of M 0-10- 
Then I changed 


vu-(Malayu) where I stayed for two months. 
direction to go to Chieh-cha (Kedah). In the twelfth month I 


emberked iu tho» ЕГО ОДО С sail for India. Sailing 
northwards from Chielt-cha for more than days we came to 
the kingdom of the Naked people (Nicobar-islands). From 
here sailing in a north-westerly direction for half-a month, we 


came to Tan-mo-li-ti à €- Tamralipta)-** 


40 Krom, Gaschiedenis, Р. 75. 


41 In most of the accounts of merchai 
e taken 5 


nts sailing to Suvarnadvipa ог 
Каќаһа, one is said to hav hip from Tamralipta which thus 
seems to have had been the most impoitant port for sailing to 
Indonesia and the neighbouri . (L. Gopal, Economic Life of 
Northern India, Р. 139). Such stori time enterprises are found 
in the Samaraiccakaha (p. 327) Brhatkathaslokasarigraha. (ХУШ, 
P. 176), Brhatkathümahjari СІ, Р. 183, Kathasaritsagara (ШІ, 175), 
etc., Merchants from Campá and pátaliputra must have sailed from 
Tamralipta with a view to а voyage to Suvarnadvipa. 

42 R. C. Majumdar, Ancient Indi n the Far East, ТІ, PP. 82-83. 


ап Colonies й 
43 Ta-T'ang Hsi-yii Ch'iu-fa Као Seng chuan, f, 98, recto et verso. 
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The account of I-tsing's return to Srivijaya, recorded in 
another work, runs as follows: '"(Tàmralipta) is the place 
where we embark when returning to China. Sailing from here 
towards the south-east in two months we came to Chieh-cha. 
Ву this time a ship from Shil-Fo-shi will have arrived---we stay 
in Chieh-cha until winter, and then embark on a ship for the 
south. After a month we came to the country of Ma-lo-yu."** 

The account of I-tsing shows that the sea-route from Tamra- 
lipta to Canton was starred by a number of thriving ports. 
They were Wu-lei, Chiao-chi, Shang-ching, Campa, Fu-nan, 
Dvaravati, Lang-chia-shu, Pu-pen, Ho-ling (Java), Srivijaya, 
Mo-lo-yu (Jambi), Po-lu-shih, Kedah, Nicobar Islands and 
Tamralipta.* 5 


Kedah was perhaps the point of departure for the voyage 
across the Bay of Bengal. From Kedah the Nicobar islands 
were seven day's sail. It wasat the Nicobar islands that the 
route bifurcated. One branch led to Tamralipta while the 
other to the Ports of Ceylon. 

The Chau-Ja-Kua records a tradition that Tien chu ог 
Eastern India sent envoys to the T’ang court in 627-92 A.D.*° 
Marco Polo writes that ‘һе people of Bengala carry on thriving 
trade, for they have spikenard, galingale, pepper, singer, sugar 
and many other kinds of precious spies---Indian merchants 
came to this province and buy the eunuchs and slaves and 
take them to other countries to sell them again.*? 


44 Bunyiu Nanjio, A Catalogue of the Chinese translations of the Buddhist 
Tripitaka, no. 1131, Bk, V. P. 57. 

45 Paul wheatley, The Golden Chersonese, PP. 44—45. 

46 Chau-Ja-kua, P. 111. Reference may be made here to the Buddhist 
scholars like Dharmapala (7th century A.D.) and Dipankara (11th 
century A.D,) proceeding from Bengal to Suvarnadvipa (ІНО, ХПІ, 
PP. 592—96 ; R. C. Majumdar, Champa, P. XVIII). 

47 Travels of Marco Polo, Ed. by Marsden, 1818, Р. 451—52. Yule thinks 
that Marcopolo did not touch any port of Bengal. The provinces 
referred to in chapters LV-LIX are stung by Marcopolo upon an ester- 
ly or north-easterly line of travel. Their names and intervals are as 


follows : Bengala whence thirty marches to (2) Cangigu............ (Yule, 
Marco Polo, Vol. II, P. 128) 
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An 
Bengal Det description of the sea-route to and from 
Maldive isl urnished by the account of Ibn Battuta. From the 
Co ae Ibn Battuta was desirous of sailing to Ma'bar 
ndel), Ceylon and Bengal and then to China.** 


He ay Е 
sea and took ship from Calicut and spent forty three nights at 
eventually arrived at the Jand....-.of Bengala.? From 
the mountains of Kamru. 


Su 
lt pos Ibn Battuta set out for 
the | scribed as а vast range exten 

and of Tibet.5? 

to ae return journey from Khan-Baliq (Peking) he travelled 
travers 4 It is described as са large and beautiful city, 
M Cd by the rivers which descends from the Kamru 
ains. This river is called the Blue River and is used by 
days sailing 


tra 
m Vellers to Bengal and Lakhnawti." After fifteen 
Wn the river Ibn Battuta reached the city of Sunarkawan and 


MIS he found a junk on the point of sailing for the Jand of 
Wa (Sumatra) which was a journey of forty days. "* 

А Kamru (Катагӣра ?) Tange has been identified with the 
звати hills"? and the Blue River of Ibn Battuta is probably 


ding to China and also to 


the Meghna.^? 
Ibn Battuta followed the route to Sumatra which was via 
He writes, «Fifteen. days after leaving 
whose 


ie Nicobar islands. 
unarkawan reached tbe countr f the Barah Nakar, 
mouths are like those of dogs.”** 


Barah Nakar was located by yule 
sland of Negrais. 


s in Burma, near the i 
n Battuta suggests that Barah Nakar was 
people rather than that of a country.^" 


s in Asia ап 


y о 


on the mainland of 
But the text of 
the name of the 


1 Africa, Р. 246. 


і de Ibn Battuta, travell 
id, РР. 266—67 

50 Ibid, Р. 268. | 

51 Ibid, P. 270—71. 

52 Ibid, P. 366, n. 9. 

33 Ibid, P. 366, no. 10 

54 Ibid, P. 272. ; 

55 Ibid, P. 367, no. 1. 


8 


114 HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY OF BENGAL 


Prapafica in his Nagarakertagama written in 1365 A.D. 
speaks of the people from Jambudvipa, Karnataka, and Goda 
(i.e. Gauda) coming in large numbers in ships accompanied by 
monks and Bráhmagas.5? І. Gopal suggests that the mention 
of Karnataka and Gauda along with Jambudvipa may indicate 
that the littoral lands of Gauda and Karnataka dominated 
Indian maritime trade even in the 14th century.^? 


56 Java in the 14th century, (Nagara Kertagama). Vol. ПІ, p, 98 (Canto 


83, Stanza, 4. A 
57 L. Gopal, Economic Life of Northern India, P. 112, 


СнАРТЕК УШ 
EPILOGUE 


The Influence of Physical geography 

on the history of Bengal 
X Bengalis skrited by mountains and spurs of hills on its 
У orthern, South-western and South-eastern extremities, while 
eserts are conspicuous by their absence in this province. The 


Characteristic features of the physical geography of Bengal are 
ctonic activities made and 


its rivers, many of which with their te 

unmade the history of this region Constant shifting of river 
beds, particularly in alluvial soil, has continually transfigured 
the details of the face of Bengal in historic times. 


In the absence of other natural barriers rivers separated the 
Beographical divisions of ancient Bengal from one another, 
With the shifting of river beds the extent of the janapadas от 
territorial divisions of Bengal had definitely undergone great 
Changes. As we have already shoWn, early courses of the 
rivers also were much different from their present channels. 

On these rivers again flourished cities and towns, centres of 
largely regulated the political 


trade and commerce which ! 
destiny and maritime economy of this land. A classic example 
is furnished by the location of the city of Gauda. It was on 
the southern bank of the Ganges, not far from her entrance 
into the plains of Bengal Out sources bear evidence to the 
fact ther две waterssoule sloneet Pope rears was the most 
Convenient one to the outside invaders of Bengal. A military 
camp at Gauda was thus imperative for its strategic importance. 
Tt had thus long remained as the capital of the Bengal rulers in 
the early medieval period In course of time, however, the 
main channel of the Ganges receded southward and Gauda 


1 SN 
Ost its importance. 
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; The example of Tàmralipta may also be cited in this connec- 
tion. Tamralipta has been identified with the present site of 
Tamluk in the Midnapore district of West Bengal. It was an 
important port in ancient Bengal wherefrom maritime 
enterprises were undertakenin the direction of the Far East, on 
the one hand, and the emporia of Ceylon and South India, on 
the other. Inearly days the main channel of the Ganges joined 
the Rupanarayan a little above the present site of Tamluk and 
the combined water debouched into the Bay of Bengal (see 
chapter Il). Gradually, however, the main volume of the 
Gangetic water shifted eastward leading to the decay of Tamra- 
lipta. In mediaeval Bengal the place of Tamralipta was taken 
up by Saptagrama on the Sarasvati, issuing out of the 
Bhagirathi, near Tribeni. Innumerable literary references 
point to its being a thriving emporium even in the fifteenth 
century. The Portuguese travellers of the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries were, however, using the ports of Ogeli 
(Hoogly) and Chittagong. The causes of the fall of Saptagrama 
are not far to seek. So long the Bhagirathi was the principal 
stream carrying the main volume of the upland water of the 
Ganges. But soon the Padma, which was originally of 
secondary importance, rose into prominence. Consequently, 
the Bhagirathi not only lost her importance, but even failed to 
supply adequate water to her distributaries. Some of the 
streams branching off it began to smother away and the 
Sarasvati was one of them. The gradual drying up of 
the river bed of Sarasvati undoubtedly led to the fall of 
Saptagrama. 


The two cases, Cited above, are sufficient to indicate how 
rivers, the most characteristic features of the physical geogra- 
phy of Bengal, made and destroyed the centres of commercial 
and political importance. It cannot be denied that the rise 
and fall of these centres were connected with the material 
prosperity and gradual downfall of the different ruling houses 
of Bengal. The early imperial Palas had relations with the 
Sailendras of the Far East, as is evidenced by the Nalanda 
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Co 
Al a of Devapala.” It is dificult to believe that the 
ПА eee religious in character: Probably it had a 
through the asis and the relations were surely maintained 
AD. Men of coastal Bengal. In the eleventh century 
i ar ra gola the Cola emperor, led a hurricane cam- 
hold of eae and his ultimate object was, it seems, to get 
Wolds ed ports of Eastern India before undertaking the 
ort cae adventure to the Far East. Subsequently. 
VY) нов their hold over the emporia of coastal Bengal and 
e taxed heavily on their financial resources which led 


t : 

9 their gradual decline. 

n the Sundarbans. 

ban regio 
Ptolemy me 


The general consensus 
n was once а populous 
ntions at least two 


amon on the first and third 


b A few words o 

Opinion i 

CAPAS is that the Sundar 
t with cities and towns. 


tow: B 
oed viz. Рајашта and Tilogr 
s of the Ganges respectively. Невар Tsang who travelled 


fro 
eee Samatata to Tāmralipta in the seventh century A.D. 
з пої refer to any forest area- Epigraphic evidence indi- 


RUM the marshy regions Were even in the 
«би century A. D. Jt has been pointed out that 
in со ations carried on by the Maghs and Portuguese pirates 
time astal Bengal made it largely depopulated.” At the same 
dist Constant shifting and rise of river beds and opening о 
th ributaries have made it à 00 k with unheal- 
ae marshes and lowlands unfit for human habitation: Want 
iet or drinking Water may als have had led to the migra- 
T the people inhabiting 
on met physical geography of Be 
character and occupations o 


n on Rajendra Cola’s 


5 xb XVII, P. 318 ff, dA ie 
EL IX, P. 233 ff, Fora detailed discussio 
invasion, See К. A. N. Shastri, The Colas. p. 248 ff. R- Sathianathaier 
rightly points out that the Cola King coul? well have been «actuated 
a motive of controlling the rich trade between India and the Far 
3 D. punt. For Empire, P- 239)" 
. Bhandarkar Volume; РР. 360-64- 
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Vince. As has already been shown a considerable portion of 
Bengal has been built up by the silt carried down by the 
Ganges. Due to heavy rainfallin the foot-hills of the Hima- 
layas the rivers of North Bengal also rise in spate every year 
and the top dressing of alluvium increases the fertility of 
soil. Consequently, a large percentage of the total population 
of Bengal belongs to the cultivating class. 


The Raghuvarnga of Kalidasa indicates that the people of 
Майра in early days were expert in naval warfare.* 


Inscriptions of the Palas and Senas“ also testify to the 
existence of navy as an important element of their military 
forces, Navigability of mighty rivers was no doubt respon- 
Sible for the naval activities of the people and their enterprises 
beyond the sea. 


The land, now incorporated within the province of West 
Bengal and the country of Bangladesh, was regarded as out- 
side the zone of Aryan civilisation by the theologicians of early 
days. From the time of the imperial Guptas, however, 
Brahmins are definitely known to have migrated to and settled 
in Bengal, There are copious epigraphic references to the 
settlements of Brahmanas? from the Gupta period onwards 
in North and West Bengal, known in ancient times as Varendri 
and Radha respectively. These led to the subclassification of 
Bengal Brahmins into Vàrendri and Radhiya, who with the 
passage of time developed distinctive elements of manners and 
social customs. Even social restrictions had been imposed 
on marriages between Varendra and Radhiya Brahmins. 


4 Raghuvamiía, IV, 36. Cf. the expression nau-sadhanod yatànyanggan, 

5 Khalimpur Inscription of Dharmapala, EI. IV, P. 243 ff, the express- 
ion *bhagiratha-patha-prayarttamüna-nana-bidha-nau-vatakq'* etc, In 
L, 25. Deopara ргабазії of Vijayasena, ІВ, PP. 42-56. 

6 P. Niyogi, Brahmanical Settlements in Bengal, Calcutta, 
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Nomenclatures for Administrative Units 


nding for administt 
], are Bhukti, убауа, 


ig. Te wel kaara terms sta ative units, 45 
EA e inscriptions of Benga mandala, 
, caturaka, khatika, avriti, Bhaga and Khandala. 
ee denoted a province in the Gupta period and in the 
Ме period too implication of the term remained 
RE ora few centuries. e different bhuktis 
UN epigraphic documents 0 
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р - г, E ы 
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і Therefore 
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of the year 8 of Мадапараја refers to Halavrtta-mandala as 
being comprised within the same visaya. The Brahmanigrama- 
mandala, referred to in the Amgachhi Grant,? was included 
within the visaya of Kotivarsa. The term mandala, when 
territorially denotes a wider area than a visaya, may be com- 
pared to the term desa of some Gupta inscriptions.’ At 
least two inscriptions can be cited which refer two mandala 
directly under the bhukti. The Naihati copper plate of Valla- 
lasena® refers to Uttara-Radha-mandala as being situated in 
the bhukti of Vardhamana. The Irda copper plate? of 


Мауараја mentions Dandabhukti-mandala as belonging to 
Vardhamana-bhukti. 


Among the smaller units mention may be made of vithi. 
An inscription of the Gupta period mentions Daksinarnsaka- 
vithi.*° The Naihati copper platet: refers to Svalpadaksina- 
УШИ within Uttara-Radha-mandala. On the other hand the 
Saktipur Grant'? does not clearly state whether Madhugiri- 
mandala was the bigger unit than the Daksina-vithi, the biggest 
unit being the Kankagrama-bhukti. B.C. Sen conjectures that 
the ascending order tends to suggest that the Madhugiri-man- 
dala belonged to the Dakgina-vithi.?? It can, therefore, be 
surmised that the relative administrative position of mandala 
and vithi, as gleaned from the Naihati copper plate, was not 
always the same.1¢ 


In the Ain-i-Akbari Subah denoted a province whereas 
mahal stood for units of revenue collection. 


6 EI, XV, P. 295 f. 
7 IC, VII, P. 320. 
8 IB, PP. 68-80. 
9 EI, XXII, РР. 150-59. 
10 SI, P. 346. 
11 See no. 8. 
12 EI, XXI, PP. 211-19. 
13 IC, VII, P. 321. 
14 In the Nalanda Grant of Devapala Jambunadi-vi//ii is stated to have 
been situated within the Gayd-visaya. The same grant mentions 
Kumudasitra-yithi within the visaya mentioned above, 
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